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Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


"7/.  2.0r>'9'.  ^"^3-,  £)  3<i?>y^ 


-JLO^     /¥<  r^L^UlAyy 


ursaai/, 


^Sis^^'' 


^'ept.  26,W0l 


-^  y/'^^^ 


^ 
3^?-^ 


frc 


am^ 


^ 


■M^ 


<^^:^i^^c--*<*:;2~t<Hr'-- 


^^S^ 


^tfv 


£>Q 


^ 


/» 


A 


/T 


^%:'■^^^c.£^«^^::..^-^^^-^^^LitJty^^^ 


'^^C^<2«<  .««««> 


f=7:l4«e.. 


-^ 


•^ 


I 


^-'^i.±2xxv±y^>x^ijrxi..   riiiiu.    KUMUDl^K   MOKIIM] 


'ty^   (P>^U^l^.^^^^t^^  ^,^^ 


LINCOLN'S  FACE 
■  SHOWN  TO  FEW. 


hi 


Inner   Coffin   of    the    Great 
Emancipator  Opened  for 
a  Final  Identifica- 
tion. 


iloiit's  BioKrn 
WASHI.NGTOX.  D 
George. N'icolay,  prlvc 
dent  Lincoln  and  wide 
of  several  works  on  tl 
President,  died  this  s 
dence  here,  s^ed  70 
in  feebie  heaUJi  for  s 
bis  rosignatiori  as  ni 
States  Supremo  court 
living  quietly  at  his  ■■ 
his  daughter,  Miss  Hi 
surviving  member  of 
personal  fiiendshlp '  e.^ 
d»nt  Lincoln  and  Mr.  ; 
work  that  has  attract 
is  the  "History  of  Line 
lay  collaborate<l  with  C 
ent  Se'cretarj-  of  State. 
Air.  Xicolay  was  a  i 
came  to  America  at  an 
In  Illinois.  In  3559 
coin's  secretarv.  and  s 
during  the  civil  war 
consul  at  Paris  In  1S65, 
years.  He  was  mar 
court   for  nfteen  years 


structed  the  monument;  F.  K.  Whittemore, 
J.  S.  McCullough,  Jacob  Thompson.  Second 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion; B.  D.  Monroe,  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral; Mrs.  Alfred  Bayllss,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson, 
and  the  two  plumbers  who  opened  the  casket'. 
Identification  Is  Positive. 

The  identification  of  the  remains  was  posi- 
tive. The  features  are  said  to  have  been  ex- 
tremely pallid,  and  it  is  said  that  nils  con- 
dition was  due  to  a  film  that  has  crept  over 
the  face.  The  beard  could  be  plainly  seen 
and  the  chin  was  prominent,  while  the  hair 
had  begun  to  fall  out.  The  headrest  had 
decayed,   letting-  the  head  fall  back. 

The  shirt  front  was  well  preserved,  as  wa.s 


<^^, 


sons  present  and  fully  identified.  It  was 
found  that  the  remains  were  in  good  state  of 
preservation.  After  which  the  casket  was 
resealed  and  consigned  In  our  presence  to  the 
place  prepared  for  the  same  in  the  monu- 
ment. 

"  It  was  agreed  that  this  statement  be 
given  to  the  public  through  the  press,  to- 
gether with  the  certificate  of  the  Lincoln 
Guard  of  Honor,  which  is  subjoined  here- 
'^'^^^-  JOUN   J.  Brenholt. 

■■  Acting  Governor. 
"  M.      O.      AVlLLIAMEON, 

"  Tre.Tsurer. 
"  Jos.   H.    Freeman. 
"  Assistant    .State  Superintendent." 
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LINCOLN'S  FACE 
SHOWN  TO  FEW 


Inner    Coffin    of    the    Great 

Emaucipator  Opened  for 

a  Final  Identifica- 

tioii. 


REMAINS  IN  GOOD  SHAPE. 


Fealui'es    of  tlie  First   JIartyr 

President  Easily  Eecog- 

nizetl  by    Men   Wlio 

KneM'  Him. 


NOW  mBEDDKD  IN  CEMENT, 


riicted  the  monument;  F.  K.  Will 
S.  McCiilIouEh.  Jacob  Tlionipaon.  Second 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion; B.  D.  Monroe,  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral; Mi-s,  Alfred  Bayllss.  Mrs,  E.  S.  Johnson, 
and  the  two  plumbers  who  opened  the  casket. 

Identification  Is  Positive. 

The  identification  of  the  remains  was  posi- 
tive. The  features  are  said  to  have  been  ex- 
tremely pallid,  and  It  Is  said  that  tills  con- 
dition was  due  to  a  Him  tliat  has  crept  over 
the  face.  The  beard  could  be  plainly  seen 
and  the  chin  was  prominent,  while  the  hair 
had  beaun  to  fall  out.  Tho  headrest  had 
decnjed,    lettlngr  the  head  fall  back. 

TliL   shirt  front  was  well  preserved,  as  was 
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Burial  Beneath  MaBoniy. 
At  31:45  this  mornlne  the  wooden  box  con- 
taining:   the    casket    was    carried   from  the 
north    side   of  the   monument   to   Memorial 
Hall   on   the   south   side.    Six  lahoi 


formed    this    duty.    An      hoi 


la 


afte: 


Sprlnglleld 
the  thirteenth  lime  tt 
Lincoln  was  removed 
containing 


.    \\\..    Sept.   2(5^*fSpecIal.)— ror 


iron 


Klthir 


3f  Ab 
today.  The  c^isket 
now  lies  Imbedded 
a  solid  block  nf  ce- 
iment  In  Oak  Ridge 


ment   beneath  the  i 
Cemetery. 

The  casket  was  opened  and  eighteen  per- 
sons were  permuted  to  look  upon  the  features 
of  the  great  emancipator  before  the  body 
was  lowered  to  what  Is  now  believed  to  be  Us 
Isst  resting  place.  Governor  Yates,  -who  Is 
out  of  tho  State,  was  represented  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  National  Lincoln 
Monument  by  Acllng  Governor  Jolin  J.  Bren- 
hoU  of  Alton. 

Those  who  were  permitted  to  look  upon  the 
features  of  the  dead  were  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral J.  N.  Roece.  Major  E.  S.  Johnson,  cus- 
todian of  the  monument;  Joseph  P.  Llndley, 
Clinton  L.  Conkllng.  George  N.  Black,  sec- 
retary of  the  National  Lincoln  Monument 
association;  Acting  Governor  ErenhoU,  Cap- 
'taln  J.  W.  Freeman,  M.  O.  WllUamson.  Col- 
I  onel  J.  S.  rulver.  the  contractor  who  rrton- 


Identlficatlon  had  been  made,  the  casket  was 
taken  back  to  the  n«rth  side  of  the  monu- 
ment and  then  lowered  to  the  vault  beneath. 
Workmen  then  began  the  task  of  securing 
the  casket  under  the  mass  of  masonry. 

Newspaper  men  were  excluded  from  Me- 
morial Ifali  when  the  casket  was  opened  and 
the  greatest  secrecy  was  maintained.  Even 
the  glass  in  the  single  door  openlnjT  Into  the 


with 


I II  per 


gua: 


against  the   Intrusion  of  < 


rlous  eyes.  The 
...o  plumbers  wlio  opened  the  metallic 
casket  were  Leon  P.  Hopkins  of  Springfield, 
who  performed  the  same  duty  seventeen 
yeai-s  ago.  and  Cha-iles  L.  Wllley,  also  of 
Springfield. 

Official  iteport  o£  Transfer. 
The  following  ottlclal  report  of  the  trans- 
fer was  given  to  the  public  this  afternoon  by 
Acting  Governor  Brenholt: 

■■At  a  meeting  of  the  comm-ssloners  ol 
the  Lincoln  monument  held  this  day.  tn  pur- 
suance of  a  call  by  Acting  Governor  Bren- 
holt at  the  Memorial  Hall  of  the  monu- 
ment. It  was  agreed  that  the  cnsket  of  Abra- 
ham 'Lincoln  be  opened  for  Identification 
prior  to  placing  the  caskot  in  the  permanent 

•■  In  the  presence  of  80veral,members  of  the 
Lincoln  Guard  al  Honor  the  casket  was 
upened  and  the  remains  viewed  by  the  per- 


and  fully  Idenimed. 
found  that  the  remains  were  In  good  sitate  oi 
preservation.  AEter  which  the  casket  i 
resettled  and  consigned  In  our  presence  to  the 
place   prepared   for   the   same  in  the  monu- 

■■  It  was  agreed  that  this  statement  bo 
given  to  the  public  through  the  press,  tO' 
gether  with  the  certificate  of  the  Llncolr 
Guard  of  Honor,  which  is  subjoined  here- 
with. JouN   J,   Brenholt. 

"  M.    O,    -Willi  AM  SON. 

■■  Trcn-iuror. 
'■Jos,    H.    Freeman, 

Certificate  of  Identification. 

""We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certif; 
that  on  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  September 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nlni 
■hundred  and  one.  we  were  present  at  thi 
X-lncoln  monument  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery 
at  Springfield,  In  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  by 
request  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Lincoln 
monument,  acting  In  their  official  capacity, 
under  their  appointment,  by  virtue  of  an  act 
of  the  Genera)  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, we  personally  viewed  the  remains  ( 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  casket  having  been 
opened  for  that  purposes  by  direction  of  said 
commissioners.    . 

■■  Wo  further  certify  that  the  remains  so 
viewed  by  us  are  in  fact  those  of  Abraham 
Lincoln;  that  we  saw  the  same  before  they 
were  first  laid  to  rest;  that  we  wer( 
personftlly  present  at  the  same  place  ■ 
th  day  of  April.  In  the  year  i 
hundred  and  eighty-, 
and  then  viewed  the  remains,  and  we 
Identify  them  as  the  sanie. 

'■  We  further  certify  that  we  were  p 
at"  the  place  and  day  first  above  mentioned, 
and  saw  the  same  casket  containing  thesi 
sacred  remains  placed  in  their  final  resting 
place  In  the  Lincoln  monument,  under  the 
direction  of  said  commissioners, 

■'  George  N.  Black, 
•'  Secretary  and  Member  of  the  Nntlonal  Lincoln 

Monumant  Association. 
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■  J.  N.  Rbece. 

(D    S.     JOHNSOX. 

I  p.  Lindlet. 

r  L.  CONKLINQ, 
R  XilnnoTn  Gunrd  at  llnnac>tt^-i. 
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LmCOLN'SBODY  WASUIDDEN. 


A  SECRET  OF  MANY  TEARS  MADE  PUBLIC 
BY  TlIE  GUaR])  of  HOxNOK, 

When  Thieves  Tried  to  8teal  tlie  KcinRint 
Some  Cliizens  of  "SpriuvUeld  l)a«  n  Nuw 
GravB  for  the  Hody— sworn  lo  Hocroi-y 
by  u  S'llf^inn  Outb — Ycstcnluy's  Jduutili- 
cation— The  Fiaui  liiteriucut  To-Uav. 

fBPKCiAJj  TO  Trre  wout  o.l 

Spkinqpield,  IIL,  April  14.— The  aunnal  memo- 
rial services  of  ttie  usaausiuatlon  uud  OcMtli  of 
President  Lincola  will  be  held  here  to-worruw.  The 
Bervices  promiae  to  be  more  Interebuujr  than  usual  iu 
coneequeace  of  a  Btatenicnt  whicli  the  Lincoln 
Guard  of  iiouor  will  make  concoruing  the  reotiiig- 
place  lor  a  cnmber  of  jears  past  of  the  mortal 
remaluB  of  the  asitaBBlnated  Lincoln. 

On  the  night  of  Nov.  7,  1670,  Munins  aud 
Iluuhea,  two  Chicago  thleveu,  made  au  unnuc- 
cedslul  attempt  to  steal  the  body  of  the  Utit 
President  Lincoln.  The  marble  sarcophagus  lu 
which  it  was  Inclosed,  and  which  was 
exposed  to  the  view  of  visitors  through  tho 
Iron  grating  on  the  north  side  of  the  luoaumeut, 
was  forced  open,  aud  the  coIUu  was  taken  out,  bat 
at  this  point  the  robbers  were  Ihtcrlered  witii  by 
certain  persona  secreted  in  the  monument, 
Who  had  received  information  that  the  robbery 
was  to  be  attempted,  and  they  aiiandoueJ  ihtir 
strange  booty.  Smce  that  time  the  public 
mind  has  been  In  a  state  of  unceriainty  as  lo  the 
real  resting-place  of  the  martyr's  body,  a  rejort 
having  prone  out  that  it  was  not  returned  lo  iho 
sarcophagus  after  the  attempted  robbery. 
All  the  mystery  that  has  attached  to  the  matter  is 
now  cli-ared  awav. 

The  Dody  was  replaced  In  the  sarcophagus  and 
remained  there  for  about  a,  week.  The  members 
of  the  association,  however,  felt  that  it  wus  Inse- 
cure, and  it  was  subsequently  removed  lo  a  place 
of  greater  safety.  Finally  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  iiouor,  which  is  composed  of  some  of  our 
beat  known  and  most  hijhly  respected  citizens,  was 
organized,  and  one  of  the  duties  of  this  assoclaiiou 
hid  been  to  sacredly  guard  the  body  of  tho  dead 
President. 

During  the  month  of  November,  1878,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Gaara,  with  their  own  hauils,  prepared 
a  vault  within  the  monument  for  the  bidy.  Au  ■■x- 
cavation  was  made  In  the  earth  about  tliiriy  feet 
south  of  the  sarcophagus  and  the  body  was  s.ifciy 
deposited  therein  and  tho  mouth  of  the  eicavatiou 
closed. 

The  atmosphere  at  the  point  where  the  excava- 
tion was  made  was  almost  stiding,  and  the  work 
was  prosecuted  at  different  times  during  the  still- 
ness of  night,  with  no  human  eye  to  witni  ss  it  ex- 
ce.iting  those  who  were  assisting  in  the  labor  of 
love. 

Two  days  after  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Liucolti,  in 
Jnly,  1882,  her  body  was  taken  by  me  guard  an.l 
laid  beside  that  or  her  husbaud.  The  uieuibiis 
bound  themselves  by  iho  solemnity  of  au 
oath  not  to  reveal  wh.it  had  beea  done 
until  the  proper  time  should  arr.vo 
lo  do  so,  and  that  time  has  now  atrlved.  Yester- 
day both  bodies  were  taken  by  the  Lincoln  Uuard 
ot  Honor,  In  the  presence  of  the  Mouumenl  Assj- 
tlatiou,  and  placed  in  a  new  rece|iia- 
cle  prepared  for  them  during  the  week. 
This  recepucle  is  In  the  earth,  near  wucte  the 
tarcoph.gus  has  so  long  stood.  It  ha*  on  tur  bot- 
tom twflvi-  Inche-.  of  cimeut,  and  han  dimble  \''  ilH 
ui  biictt.  Trie  entritn -.e  tc  !',  noiv  nn.  u  o.>dl^. 
have  biea  placed  in  their  hual  renting  ulac. 
Is  cemented  over  aud  grouted,  and  ihis  will  in 
time  bueome  as  solid  Hr  rock.  After  tuia  work  had 
been  coniDleted  the  bodies  were  formally  lurucd 
over  by  the  guard  to  the  ilouument  Asaocialion  aud 
were  ucceyted  »y  IU 

before  being  Uiially  entombed,  the  coffin  of  Lin- 
coln was  opened  aud  the  body  luentilitd.  Thj  hair 
aud  wnlskers  have  fallen  oft  and  me  lace  Is  very 
black.  The  contour  is,  however,  still  perfect,  and 
the  tace  is  said  to  airoui.'ly  rcbcmble  that  of  llio 
bronze  stulne  on  the  mooumtnt. 
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VISIT   OAK   RIDGE  CEMEidRY, 


City    Officials    Make. an    Inspection    of 
'^rp     ^'    ,  Burljai  iGtiunds. 
'  JCs  the  gues'tfe  (?I'the  Oak  Ridge  cem- 
etery  board    of   manageis,    the    mayor, 
nembeis   of   the    city    council   and 
al     invited     outsider.-;,     Including 
tor   Shelby   M.    CuUom.   enjoyed   :i 
ant  tilp   to    Oak  Ridge   cemetery 
yesterday  afternoon. 
The  party  assembled  at  the  citv  hall 
ily      in      the      afternoon.      Cariiages 
ere  furnished   by  the  hosts   in   which 
the  guests  were  carried  to  the  ceme- 
Arrivlng  there,   the   party  made 
uit  of  the  prominent  roads.     Dr. 
Henry    Wohlgeuth.     who     had     in   -his 
carriage  Senator  Cullom.  Mayor  Phil- 
lips   and    Postmaster      Wheeler,      tool: 
rge  of  the  party  and  pointed  out  all 
mprovements  that  have  been  made 
the    pretty   cemetery   since   the   lust 
visit  of  the  municipal  authorities  two 
■ears  ago. 

New  tracts  have  been  added  to  the 
mmense    area.      These    Avere    pointed 
'ut.     Some  of  them  are  already'  show- 
ing a  fine  yield  of  grass.     Other  places 
recently    qcquired    have    not    yet    been 
put  in  shape  and  others  liave  not  even 
been    fenced    in.      Doctor    Wohlgemuth 
■'■efuUy  explained   to  his  auditors  the 
plans  the  boardd  have  in  vie\r  for  the 
ture   beautifying   of     the      historical 
iimi  place.     A  stop  was  made  at  the 
chape  .    which    was    inspected,    as   was 
-he  Lincoln  monument. 
;    lour     of     inspection   concluded 
the  carriages  were  driven  to  the 
■  of  tile  custodian.    A  repast  was 
'he   tliem    here.     After   the    con- 
h  of  the  supper  impromptu  speak- 
euanie  the  order  of  the  day.     Sen- 
-ullom,  the  mayor,  tlie  postmaster, 
"Wohlgemuth  and  Alderman  J. 
n.,^.  hpUe   short   speeches.      The 

Ttr,.?  '■^-^'^tered  the  carriages  and 
BtnrtPd  for  the  city  at  sundown. 

inc-ie   who   made   up   the   party  and 

nt  carriages  they  occupied  were  as  fol- 

T   n,'  II  ^' ''^"^   carriage—Senator   Shelby 

uiloni,  Postmaster  Loren  E.  Wheel- 

'  John  L.  Phillips  and  Dr.  Hen- 

'■     nuh-   second  carriage,  Wil- 

>■'   -'arvis   of  Louisville,   Ky.,   W.   H. 

''Kiing  ussistajit  postmuster,R.  Hick- 

Kihi-'^M  ■  ^o^iPtroner:    Cnpt.  T.  W.  S. 

;^JUU,    third    carriage.    Aldermen    John 

tliY, «  1  '^"'■'■'ipe,  C.  M.  Valentine  super- 
in  indent  of  water  works,  Cyrus  Mor- 
hru«."'^*'".^     ''"^'    •''■^•■'^      - 


R.   JMillei 


17  ■^\"ohlgeir 


Ge..r 


and  E.  H. 
i"il:"Tf,  William  D.  Lewis, 
"'i'  11,  C.  A,  Lange,  mem- 
;il:  nidee  cemetery  boara 
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LmCOIJ!<'SBODY  WAS  HIDDEN. 


A  SECRET  OP  mm  TEARS  MADE  PUBLIC 
BY  THE  GUARD  OF  HONOR. 

When  Thieves  Trld  to  mm,|  ,|,e  UcioHla, 
Si>me  Ciiizens  of  Spriu  ;Uold  l)u«  n  Now 
Grav«  Jor  tli«.  It..dy-*w«rn  lo  Hocro.y 
by  u  S  .l^inn  Oaili— Ycsrcr.luy's  Jduutlli. 
cution— The  Fiouj  Iiiieriuuut  Tu-Dav. 

fBPKCIAl  TO  TtlE  WOUIO  I 

SpnrNQFiEij),  111.,  April  U-The  aunnal  memo- 
rial services  of  tde  uasaHamatlou  aud  .ieath  of 
PreaideutUncola  will  be  Ueld  here  to-morruw  The 
[  servlcea  promUie  to  be  more  Interesuup  ttau  usual  lu 
coneequeQce  of  a  Btatenicat  Hhicli  tae  Lincoln 
iJuarU  of  Uouor  will  make  concoruinf  ilie  reatiiig- 
place  tor  a  cnmber  of  jears  paat  of  ttic  mortal 
remaluB  of  tlie  assasalnated  Lincoln. 

On    the    nlgtit    of    Nov.    7.    1870,    Mmiins    au.l 
lluuUea,   two    Onicago    thleveH.    made   au    uu«uc- 
ce«8(ul    attempt    to   steal    the    body    of   tue   iat., 
President   Lincoln,     Ttie   marble   sarcophugua   lu 
Which      It      was      inclosed,      and     which     was 
e:!£posed     to    the   view   of    visitor-    throu-h    iho 
IrouKratins;  on  the  north  side  of  the  moiiumeiit 
was  forced  open,  and  the  coffln   was  taken  out    but 
at  this  point  the  robbers  were  intcrler.d  witli  by 
certain     persona    secret.^d     in     the     monument 
WHO  had  received    information    that    the   robbery 
was   to    be    attempted,   and  they  abandoned  ihtir 
estrange     booty.        Since     that     time    the  public 
mind  has  been  In  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the 
real  resting-place  of  the  martyr's    body,   a  re.  „rt 
Having  Koue  out  that  It  was  not  returned  to  iho 
sarcophagua      after      the      attempted      robbery. 
All  me  mystery  that  has  attached  to  the  matter  is 
now  cli-ared  awav. 

The  Dody  was  replaced  In  the  sarcophagua  and 
remained  there  for  about  ^  week.  The  members 
of  the  association,  however,  felt  that  it  was  inse 
cure,  and  it  was  subsequently  removed  to  a  place 
of  greater  safety.  Finally  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  Honor,  which  la  composed  of  some  of  our 
beat  known  and  mo=)t  hl'hly  resufciHii  r.,iiv„„ 
organized  and  one  of  .be  dut!etoVlhls  a^.'odaiTun 
P^s'^dent!"   '""'■'"^  ^"''''^    ''''   body  otthe  d':;3 

During  the  month  of  Novemhpv    ih7h    r>  « 
bers  of  the  Gauru,  with  t,"eir  own'  hands    pre^rca 
a  vault  within  the  monument  for  Uie  body  '^  Z  f  v 

STfTh«H'"^'\*"  ">«  •="'"  ""0"'thirty"f-^i 
south  of  the  sarcophagus  and   the  body  wassifrj\r 

cS'."^ '"'■'*"* '^"'^  "'"'"""'''  "'  tUo.^cav.uon 
The  atmosphere  at  the  point  where  the  tx.-,,,,, 
ion  was  made  was  almost^siifling,  and  iHe  wu  k 
was  pi^psecuted  at  different  t.mes  durinL'  tiie  In  i 
nessof  night,  with  no  human  eye  to  w Itn.ss  it  It 
ce,,t.ng  those  who  were  assisting  in  iSeYabor  of 

Jt^ly,  I8&J  her  body  was  taken  by  tne  iruaid  an  i 
aid  beside  that  o{  her  husband:  The  me mb.^'i 
bound     themselves     by      the     solemuuy    of      'n 

nnd  "?L"*  ''^'-'^  ^^■"  bad  b^ea  dole 
until       the        proper       time        should       arr  vn 

^»t^^,-^eJ!flSk^^]^rS,nS 

^'nisr^^:Sirin'{reafl^r^.r'^3^' 
tarcoph.gus  has  so  long  stood.  '  iThZ  oTi  iiu  b    "  I 

have   been   pi,ced    in    iho.r'  hnai    rcoting    ut 
U  cemented  over  and  ^;routod,    and  this  wd     I'i 
time  become  as  solid  a.-  rock.     After  tu,=,  work  h'  d 
overrvTh"'"'""   ""^  ^'>'"^'   '''"^  formally  .urc 
we%  ZZl"V^  ""  ''"''''"''  A.»ocia"tion  auM 
Bufore  being  unaily  entombed,  the-  coffin  or  I  in 
coin  wat  opened  aud   the  body  lutntilit  d      Th  .  no; 

black.  Ihe  contour  IS,  However,  stdl  oerfect  and 
the  race  is  said  to  strourly  rLscmble  hat  nr  ^?^ 
bronze  statue  on  the  moniimtnt  '^ 


^/. 


PRESIDENT  LINCOLN'S  BODY.  tuns.     'J'liey  were  very  ilistim:!,.    The 

silver  pliiio  on  tlicc'i>Oin  lid  was  l)ntr|,t. 

1  Oq  the  plate  was  inscrilnd    liic  fniii.w 

It  Is  RcmovcJ  from  its  hidlMy  Place  and  With  I  i„g:       ^  >    ^  nib.  iiu.  ci    lui  ioii..\v- 


thr.t  o(    Mrs.  Lincoln  Put  in  a  Tomb. 


1  II'lKICNTll  J'Ri;.ilUENT. 


Tlio  reinain.s  of   i^rei.jeut  and  ilr.s.  '  •  AliKA  IIA  M  J.INcOLX, 

Lincoln    were    ]irivately    taken    from  : 

their  secret  restintj  place  on  the  uiorn-  ; 

ing  of  the    14th    and    interred  in    the  :  Born  Feh.  12,  IsOli;  ; 

north  vanlt  of  the  Lineoln  nionniuent  ;  Uied  April  1.5,  ISiiJ. 

in  Oak  liitlge  cemetery,    near  JSpriny-  : 

liekl.      Less    than     a    dozen    per-sons,  U'i,ii/.  ti,^  .r.,  ^.  ;    .      .■    .r 

,  ,n  r-  1  ^  \\liile  the  reniaiufl  ot  Mr.  Liiieo  n 
members  ut  the  Lincoln  monniuentas-  \yue  (  xp,)sed.  (Jen.  Keese,  president  of 
sociiition  and  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor,  tiie  Guards  ol^  Honor,  turned  t lie  re- 
were  present.    For  years    the    where-  "'-''"-^"f -^^i"  -Lincoln  over  to  the  Lin- 

abonts  of  the    remains    of   the   great    e^"  w  ""'V'/;;"!  i't^^^^^^^^^ 

.,.„,,.       ,,.     ,       ,  **  ^    ,     '■•I'-i^^  ^^'S  bi},nied  by  the  Guards  ol  Ilon- 

president  and  his  wile  ha-*  been  ve.^ted  or,  ceriiiyin;,'  that  the  reuudns  in  the 
in  inysiery  Ironi  anxiety  that  they  L-oriin  were  thobo  received  from  the 
would  be  stolen  to  obtain  a  huge  ran-  l-iincoln  Monument  a.^soeiaiion.  The 
soni  fm- their  return.  The  actual  at-  ^^I"'iiumont  association  made  out  a  cer- 
trtnpt  to  carry  olfthe  body  of  the  prcs-  titicate,  signed  by  the  members,  tor  the 
idi'iiiin  1870  was  the  moving  cause  of  recortler  of  the  assticialion,  de'clarintj 
the  formation  of  tlie  ta:uard  oi'  honor,  the  retrains  to  be  tliose  of  A.hrahain 
v.hich  organiz.'tion  secrettd  them  and  Lineoln.  The  undertaker  wa.sthen  di- 
on  Fiiday  ^urivudtued  the  charge.  I'eeted  lo  seal  the  coflln.  and  Leon 
Great  care  was  taken  to  Keep  the  event  Hopkins,  a  i, lumber,  se.iled  it  up.  The 
a  profound  secret.  At  the  appointed  colhn  was  then  taken  out  by  the  work 
hour  few  besides  the  little  knot  of  "leu  and  canied  around  to  the  vault 
guards  were  present.  The  secret  ""  t'le  north  side.  The  members  of 
grave  was  directly  under  the  north  the  two  associations  and  a  str;iuger  or 
base  of   the  obelisk    about    thirty  feet    two,  who  happ.uied    to  be    looking   at 

I  from  the  north  entrance,   but  only  ac-    liu'inonuinent,  followed.    J.n  the  north 

'  cesbible  through  the  south  door.  A  ^'iitdt  the  lloor  had  been  taken  up.  A 
door  on  the  n()rth  of  the  hole  where  hole  eight  loct  long  by  six  feet  wide 
the  Liijcoln  relics  are  kept  led  through  "i'<l  I've  and  one-h.df  deep,  bricked  up 
a  loujr  pannage  iHvt  east,    then    norih,    and    ct-meuttd,     hail     been    prepared. 

j  then  wcbt,  and  then  souili  to  a  recess.  'I'he  president's  collin  was  plaet  d  in" 
Here,  alioMt  lliice  fe(t  below  the  sur-  "'  "rave  on  the  West  side.  The  t-orthi 
lace  of  the  lloor,  were  deposited  the  re-  dng    Airs.    Lincoln's      remain- 

mains  of   jVbrahani     Lincoln    and  his  laii  heen  broiiirht  from    the    .se- 

wife.     The  body  of  Air    Lincoln  was  in  i,e  before  the  other   c  >llin    was 

a  walnut  cotlin  lined  with    a  liglit  lead  I  aiound,    was    then     brongUl  to 

lining   about   one-eighth    of    an    inch  !^  lod  idaced  on  the    e.i^t   side 

thick.    Tiie  walnut  cotiin  v.as  ina  ced-  liu-band.      A    trick    arch    was 

.  ar  box,  and  the  cedar  box  was  inclosed  uiit  over  the  eolhns.    Tiiis    was 

inn  pine  hox.     Mrs   Lincoln's  remains  'd  wiih    didr.dic    cement    Uiixed 

were  similarly   inclosed.     Twenty-two  small  broken  rock,    Two    guards 

years  ago  Liiu'ohi  was  siiot.  When  ^'>  ill  he  on  duty  at  the  toinh  until  the 
the  guards,  with  the  help  of  a  few  la-  cement  liecoims  hartl.  The  ma:  l)ie 
borer.s,  had  exhu.oed  tue  Collins  and  sarcopha;;(is  in  which  tln^  pul)lic  have 
the  iid  of  the  president's  was  ririnoved,  supposed  the  remains  have  been  is 
his  face  was  seen  to  be  in  a  reniarkatilo  still  in  the  vanlt.  Without  tun'ber 
state  of  preservation.  I'ho.^e  who  Ceremony  the  remains  of  husband  and 
stood  around  and  had  known  Lincoln  wife  were  left  to  nuilder  together  in 
when  alike,  ea^ily  discern^nl    the    fea-  the  giaye. 


REMAINS  OF  LINCOLN    . 


^bey  Are  to  Be  Removed   to  Tbetr 
f  Final  BestiDK  Place.   V<\ttir' 

Springfield,  Sept.  25.— Upon  the  re- 
turn' of  Governor  Yates  the  remains 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  moved 
for  the  twelfth  and  what  is  designed 
to  be  the  last  time.  They  are  to  be 
imbedded  In  a  solid  block  of  concrete 
beneath  the  vault  where  they  now 
rest  and  an  excavation  has  already 
been  made  for  the  work. 

The  members  ,of  the  monument  com- 
mision  are  adverse;  to  making  the 
change  until  Governor  Yat'es  is  pres- 
ent. The  determination  to  sink  the 
casket  containing  the  president's  re- 
mains in  concrete  was  reached  some 
"months  ago,  when  Robert  Lincoln 
visited  the  tomb  of   his   father. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Lincoln  expi-essed 
the  hope  that  the  casket  would  be 
SP.  ^iecured  in  |he  monupienj  that  }t 
would  be  absolutely  safe  from  inter- 
ference. The  fact  that  it  had  been 
so  often  moved  was  also  commented 
upon  by  Mr.  Lincoln  and  he  asked  the 
commission  that  its  next  resting  place 
,  be  made  so  permanent  that  another 
|-removal  would  be  unnecessary. 
'  Under  the  plan .  which  has  been  ar- 
ranged the  casket  will  be  surrounded 
by  an ,  iron  cage,  which  Is  to  be  Im- 
bedded in  and  made  a  part  of  the 
great  concrete  block  containing  the 
remains.  The  block  will  be  8x8  teet 
long  and  will  be  almost  impenetrable. 
It  is  to  be  a  composition  of  stone  and 
the  test  cement. 

While  the  work  of  preparing  the  final 
resting  place  of  the  casket  has  been 
under  way  the  I'emalns  have  been  in 
the  crypt  beside  those  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
They  were  placed  there  ten  days  agjf^ 
having  been  taken  from  the  marble 
gaicophagus  in  which  they  were  put 
on  being  taken  into  the  reconstructed 
irionument.  Following  Is  a  summary 
showing  the  number  of  times  the  re- 
mains of  President  Lincoln  have  been 
moved: 

May  4,  1865.— Casket  containing  the 
body  of  Abraham  Lincolri  was  received 
in  Springfield,  111.,  and  deposited  In 
the  public  receiving  tomb  in  Oak  Ridge 
cemetery. 

Dec.  21,  1865. — Removed  to  new  brick 

vatjlt  to  receive  it  on  east  side  of  the 

fNational    Lincoln    monument    and    de- 

iposlted    in    center    crypt    in    c^itacomb. 

■  :  Oct.  S,  1874.— Removed  from  c^enter 
;;crypt  and  from  Iron  casket  to  a  lead- 
/'llned  cedar  case  and  deposited  in  the 
Jinarble   sarcophagus. 

'    Nov.    7,    1876.— In      an      attempt     by 

„  thieves  to  steal  the  body. 

Nov.  9,  1876.— By  order  of  the  board 
of  control  the  cedar  casket  was  re- 
placed in  the  marble  sarcophagus. 

■  Nov.    15,    1876. — Before    noon   remove  J 

t.,.,m^mm-mm—mmmi\    I- .     II.    iliiul      ■     ni.lLiii.ll.i    iiii      ii  i  i.i  .i|i  n  i 


from  sarcophagus  to  reai-  of  memorial 
hall. 

Nov.    J  8,   1876.— Placed    in   excavation 
in   ground   in  middle  corridor  b'^tweeii  ? 
the  iKiso  of  obelisk  and  the  catacomb,  i 

Nov.  -2.  1878. — Covered  six  Inches 
doep  and  ground  leveled  down  H)v;  the 
rest  of  the  passageways  unaer  the  ter- 
r;i'.p  of  ijie  monument. 

April    14,    1887.— Removed     from     the  ^ 
shallow      grave     under     t2rrac2      and 
bi'iiod  in  a  mass  of  concrete. 

March   10,   1900.— Removed   truxa   con- 
cr('tP.    lat    time    the    National    Li. -coin > 
monument  was  tukf-n   down.  * 

April  24,  1901.— J  la.  td  in  the  marhlp' 
?qr>rrhagus    In    th  >    catacomb    of    i\n- 
newly  rf-bnilt  monin'ient. 

Sept.  12,  1901.  — R-;rr  oved  fron  sanio- 
pbatrus  snd  placed  in  crypt  beside  Miy. 
Lirccln. 

The  constant  changes  which  have 
been  made  In  the  disposition  of  the 
body  have  been  a  constant  annoyance 
to  the  family  and  friends  and  great 
relief  is  expressed  that  the  final  rest- 
ing place  Is  near  at  hand. 


Lindley,  Joseph  Perry 


Puneral  -  Springfield  -  guard 


I' IV 


LINCOLN  GUARD 
MEMBER  DIES 


AGED   LOCAL   MAN   WELL  KNOWN 

IN     RAILROAD    CIRCLES 

EXPIRES. 

Joseph  Perry  Lindley,  a  member  of 
the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor,  and  weU 
known  In  railroad  circles  of  Illinois, 
died  at  10:30  o'clock  yesterday  morn- 
ing at  the  family  residence,  904  South 
Fifth  street,  aged  75  years. 

Mr.  Lindley,  who  has  been  a  resl- 
iflent  of  Springfield  since  1866,  was  one 
o£  the  nine  members  of  the"  Lincoln 
Guard  of  Honor  to  protect  the  body 
of  the  martyred  president,  while  it  lay 
In  the  receiving  vault  'of  Oak  Ridge. 
The  decedent  was  born  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  in  1842.  He  came  to  this  city 
In  1866,-  when  he  was  appointed  city 
passenger,  ticket  agent  and  telegraph 
operator  by  the-  Chicago  &  Alton, 
•which  position  he  held  until  1900,  hav- 
ing served  in  that  capacity  longer 
than  all  of  his  predecessors  and  suc- 
cessors since  the  line  was  completed 
between   CfViicago   &   St.  Louis  in   1852. 

When  checked  out  his  accounts  bal- 
anced to  a  cent,  and  showed  that  $3,- 
600.000  worth  of  tickets  had  been  sold 
during  the  time  he  was  in  the  employ 
**'■    the    road.      Mr.    Lindley    became    a 
rlla.^ster  Mason  in  1863,  a  Royal  Arch 
*^at,on   and  Knights   Templar  and  El- 
■Wooq    commandery    of    Springfield    in 
1873.      He    was    elected    eminent    com- 
mand^r  jn  i889.     For  eleven  years  he 
servec,   as   a   member   of   the   board   of  i 
managers  of  Oak  Ridge  cemetery.  He 
and    IViiss    Julia   Herndon   were    united! 
In    Jiiarriage    in    1878.      Surviving    are  1 
his  widow,  and  one  son,  Fleetwood  H.  \ 
Linoigy 

Thfe  funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
2: 30'  o'clock  tomorrow  afternoon  at 
the  family  residence,  in  charge  of  El- 
woog  commandery. "  Interment  will  "be 
mad^  jn  Oak  Ridge  cemetery. 


AGED  LOCAL  MAN  WHO 
WAS  MEMBER  OF  GUARD 
FOR  LINCOLN  IS  DEAD 


JOPEPH    PERRY    LINDLEY. 


VIEWED  LINCOLN 
37  YEARS  AFTER 
HE  WAS  BURIED 


Former  State  Treasurer 
Tells  of  Reinterment. 


Galesburg,  111..  Jan.  31.— [Special] 
— M.  O.  WilUamaon,  85  year.s  old,  for- 
mer state  treasurer  of  Illinois,  todayi 
broke  a  silence  of  twenty-three  yeai-Bi 
and  told  how  he,  with  fifteen  others, 
opened  the  casket  of  Abrahaxa  Lincoln 
on  Sept.  20,  1902,  gazed  at  the  body 
of  the  great  emancipator  and  then 
closed  and  sealed  the  casket,  which 
waa  bedded  in  solid  concrete,  never 
again  to  be  exposed  to  mortal  eyes,      j 

■Williamson  was  a  member  of  the 
boaxd  of  trustees  of  the  Lincoln  monu- 
ment, and  as  the  time  drew  near  for 
the  placing  of  the  body  of  Lincoln  un- 
der the  monument  the  board  decided, 
with  the  consent  of  Robert  Lincoln, 
the  eon,  to  open  the  caaket  before  it 
was  sealed  forever. 

Robert  Lincoln  Consents. 

Robert  Lincoln,  who  now  Uvea  at 
Washington,  agreed  to  the  proposal 
to  make  certain  that  the  body  was 
that  of  his  father  and  set  a.*  rest  ru- 
mors thaX  ghouls  had  carried  away 
the  ashes. 

But  the  son  swore  all  members  of 
the  board  to  secrecy.  He  did  not  want 
any  publicity  about  the  matter. 

"There  has  been  enough  publicity," 
he  said. 

He   declined   to  be  present. 

".We  had  to  certify  that  the  liody 
vas  actually  in  the  casket,"  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson Kaid  today.  "  So  on  the  night 
In  question  we  secretly  assembled  at 
the  Springfield  cemetery,  within  the 
new  monument,  and  the  sarcophagus 
was  carried  into  the  room.  Workmen 
opened  the  casket  with  chisels.  It  wa,s 
a  red  cedar  box  lined  with  copper, 
which  hadibeen  sealed  with  solder. 
Lo<^Ued  on   Uncoln's  Face. 

"When  the  copper  covering  the  bust 
wag  bent  back  we  reverently  bent  for- 1 
ward. 

"There  was  Lincoln,  looking  just 
like  his  last  pictures,  seemingly  asleep. 
Hig  face  was  darker  than  yours  or 
mine  now.  But  that  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. Otherwise  there  was  scarcely 
a  change.  His  features  stood  out  as 
Jf  they  had  been  engraved  in  my  mem- 
ory from  pictures  of  him. 

"  It  seemed  as  though  we  might  have 
spoken  to  him  and  awakened  him. 

"  He  wore  a  black  bow  tie,  which  was 
slightly  mildewed.  One  lapel  of  his 
dark  coat  also  was  slightly  mildewed. 


But  those  were  the  only  signs,  of  de- 
composition we  could  observe. 

"  Then  the  casket  was  again  sealed. 
Placed  in  Steel  Ca^e. 

"Robert  Lincoln  had  offeicd  to  fur- 
nish us  a  steel  cage,  composed  of  n\^tal 
bars,  in  which  to  place  the  casket  be- 
fore it  was  set  In  a  solid  block  on  con- 
crete and  placed  under  the  monument. 
His  father-in-law,  George  M.  Pullman, 
had  been  buried  In  a  casket  placed 
within  steel  bars  to  prevent  any  possi- 
ble tampering.  Robert  thought  this 
would  be  a  good  plan  In  regard  to  bia 
father. 

"'So  he  furnished  th©  cage,  and  It 
was  used  to  contain  the  casket.  Out- 
side came  the  block  of  concrete,  eight 
feel  square.  The  entire  ihaas  was 
placed  ten  feet  below  the  base  of  the 
Springfield  monument,  and  I  have  no 
fear  that  the  casket  wUl^  ever  be  seen 
again." 


I 


Viewed  Linco^  Years  AlFterBuriaiT— B 


of  twenty-three  years,   M.   O.   Williamson/former 
';.  Treasurer  of  Illinois,  has  related  how  he,  with  fifteen 

pthets,  opened  the  casket  of  Lincoln  in  1902,  to 
establish  definitely  that  the  Emancipator  lay  in  the 
Springfield  tomb.      (P.   &   A.  photo.) 


Williamson,   M.   0. 


Saw  Lincoln's  Face 

Prom    a    Special   Dispatch    to   the 
New  York  World 


MO.  WILLIAMSON,  former  state  treasurer 
of  IlllnoiB,  85.  broke  a  silence  of  more 
•  than  22  years  and  told  how  he,  with  15 
others,  opened  the  coffin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
on  Sept.  20,  1902,  gazed  at  the  body  of  the  great 
emancipator  and  then  closed  and  sealed  the 
coffin,  which  was  bedded  In  solid  concrete,  never 
again  to  be  exposed  to  mortal  eyes. 

Williamson  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Lincoln  monument,  and  as  the 
time  drew  near  for  the  placing  of  th6  body  of 
Lincoln  under  the  monument,  the  board  decided, 
with  the  consent  of  Robert  Lincoln,  the  son,  to 
open  the  coffin  before  It  was  sealed  forever. 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  agreed  to  the  proposal,  to  set 
at  rest  rumors  that  ghouls  had  carried  away  his 
father's  ashes.  But  the  son  swore  all  members 
of  the  board  to  secrecy.  He  declined  to  be 
present. 

"We  had  to  certify  that  the  body  was  actually 
in  the  coffin,"  Mr.  Williamson  said  today.  "So 
on  the  night  in  question  we  secretly  assembled 
at  the  Springfield,  111.,  cemetery,  within  the  new 
monument  and  the  sarcophagus  was  carried  into 
the  room.  Workmen  opened  the  casket  with 
chisels.  It  was  a  red  cedar  box  lined  with  cop- 
per which  had  been  sealed  with  solder. 

"When  the  copper  covering  the  bust  was  bent 
back,  we  reverently  bent  forward. 

"There  was  Lincoln,  looking  just  like  his  last 
picture,  seemingly  asleep.  His  face  was  darker 
than  yours  or  mln«  now.  But  that  was  to  be 
expected.  Otherwise  there  was  scarcely  a  change. 
His  features  stood  out  as  they  had  been  engraved 
in  my  memory  from  pictures  of  him. 

"It  seemed  as  though  we  might  have  spoken 
to  him  and  awakened  him. 

"He  wore  a  black  bow  tie  like  the  one  I  have 
on,  and  one  bow  was  slightly  mildewed.  But 
those  were  the  only  signs  of  decomposition  we 
could  observe.  • 

"It  was  an  impressive  occasion. 

"Then  the  casket  was  again  sealed. 

"Robert  Lincoln  had  offered  to  furnish  a  steel 
cage  in  which  to  place  the  coffin  before  It  was 
set  in  concrete  and  placed  under  the  monument. 
His  father-in-law,  George  M.  Pullman,  had  been 
buried  in  a  coffin  placed  within  steel  bars  to 
prevent  tampering. 

"So  he  furnished  the  cage  and  it  was  used  to 
contain  the  coffin.  Outside  was  the  block  of 
concrete  eight  feet  square.  The  entire  mass  was 
placed  10  feet  below  the  base  of  the  Springfield 
monument  and  I  have  no  fear  that  the  casket 
will  ever  be  seen  again. 

"America  may  rest  assured  that  the  body  of 
President  Lincoln  will  never  be  disturbed  in  its 
resting  place  and  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  that 
kindly,  thoughtful,  sympathetic  face  is  the  same 
today  as  when  we  secretly  gazed  upon  it.  No 
air  can  reach  the  interior  of  the  casket  and  de- 
composition should  be  resisted   for  years. 

"Richard  Yatas,  now  Congressman-at-large 
from  Illinois,  was  governor  at  the  time  and  was 
on  the  monument  board.  But  he  was  away  from 
Springfield  at  the  time  and  missed  the  occasion 
I  have  had  wealthy  men  tell  me  that  they  would 
have  given  half  their  fortunes  to  have  seen 
Lincoln  s  body. 

"Several  attempts  were  made  by  outsiders  to 
be  present  when  rumors  of  the  opening  got  out 
but  even  newspaper  m«n  were  absent." 

Of  the  16  who  were  present  only  eight  are 
now  alive  They  are  ageing  rapidly.  Robert 
Lincoln   lives   in   Washington,   D.   C,   but  is   in 


feeble  health. 


«       »       « 


LEDGER-  P  HILADELPHIA,    MONDAY. 


Opened  Lincoln's  Coffin  in  1902, 
He  Says  After  22  Years'  Silence 

'^ornier  State  Treasurer  of  Illinois,  Now  85,  Declares 
Emancipator  Looked  as  Though  Asleep,  With 
.   No  Signs  of  Decomposition  Visible 


^i 


-•_.— t         ---'    'A*      ,,  ^ 

(ialobbury:.  III.,  Fi-b.  '^.— M.  O.  Wil- 

liainsuii,   fiiriner   St;ite  Treasurer  of  Il- 
linois, 85.  has  broken  a  .silence  of  more 
than    (weiity-two    years    and    told    how 
ho,  with  httjcn  otliers,  opened  the  colIin 
of   Abraiuiia    IJnC(dn   on    Seiiteniber   •!(>. 
l!Ki"J,    nazed    at    the    body    of    I  he    yreat 
I  eniaui'i|iator  and  then  elosed  and  sealed 
[the    cottiu,    which    was    bedded    in    solid 
j  eonrrete,    never   again   to   be  exposed   to 
luorial  eyes. 
I      AVillianiNou     ^\as    a     uiciuber    of    the 
I  Board  of  Trnsfees  of  the  I.iueoln  nionu- 
Inienl,  a])d  as  ihe  time  drew  near  for  Uie 
I  plaeing  of  tlie  body  of  Lincoln  innler  tlie 
monument,   the  board  decided,   with  the 
I  consent   of  Koberr   Lincoln,    the   sou,    to 
open    the    coffin    liefore    it    was    sealed 
forever.      Robert   T.    Lincoln    agreed    to 
the  proposal,  to  set  at  rest  rumors  that 
ghouls    had    c.a-ried    away    his    father's 
ashes.      But  the  son  swore  all   members 
of  the  board  to  secrecy.     He  declined  to 
be  i)resent. 

'"We  had  to  certify  thai  the  body 
iwas  actually  in  the  coffin,"  according  to 
Mr.  Williamson.  "So  on  the  uiyht  in 
question  we  seiretly  assembled  at  the 
Sprir.j^tield,  111.,  cemetery,  within  the 
new  monument,  and  the  sarcoijha^us 
was  carried  itno  the  room.  Workmeu 
opened  the  casket  with  chisels.  It  was 
a  red  cedar  bo.x  lined  with  copper  which 
had   been  sealed  with  solder. 

"N\'heu  the  copper  covering  the  bust 
was  beut  back,  we  reverently  bent  for- 
ward. 

Face  Almost  as  in  Life 
"There  was  Lincoln,  looking  just  like 
his  last  pictures,  seemingly  asleep.  His 
face  was  darker  than  yours  or  mine 
now.  But  that  Avas  to  be  expected. 
(Uherwise  there  was  scarcely  a  ehans,e. 
His  features  stood  out  as  they  b.ad 
been  engraved  in  my  memory  from  i)ic- 
tures  of  him. 

"It  semed  as  though  we  lu'Kht  Lave 
spoken  to  him  and  awakened  him. 


wore  a  black'  bow  tie  like  the 
have  on,  and  one  bow  wai 
mildewed.     But  those  were  the 

;ns   of   decomposition    we   could 
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observe.  | 

"It  was  an  impressive  occaHion.  ! 

"Then  the  casket  was  again  sealed, 

"liobert   Lincoln   had   offered   to  fur-  i 
nish  a  stee}  cage  in  which  to  place  the 
colliu   before  it  was  set  in  concrete  and 
placed  uiiiler  the  monument.     His  fath- 
er-in-law.    (ieiu'gc     M.     I'r.llman,     haj  I 
Oeen    buried    in    a    odliu'   placed    Viithiii  I 
steel  bars  to  prevent  tampering. 

"So  he  furnished  the  cage  and  ic  w 
used  to  contain  the  coffin.  tUitside  w 
the  block  of  concrete  eight  feet  square. 
The  entire  mass  was  placed  ten  feet 
below  the  base  of  the  Siiriugiield  uiou- 
umeut  and  I  have  no  fear  that  the 
casket   will   e^er   be   seea   again., 

frobably    the   Same   Todaj 

"America  may  rest  assured  that  the 
body  of  President  Lincoln  will  never 
lie  disturbed  in  its  resting  place  and 
I  shouldn't  v.onder  if  that  kindly, 
thoughtful,  sympathetic  face  is  the  same 
today  as  v.hen  we  secretly  gai:ed  upon 
it.  No  air  can  reach  the  interior  of 
the  casket  and  decomposition  should  be 
resisted  for  years. 

"Kichard  Yates,  now  Congressman 
at  Large  from  Illinois,  was  Governor 
at  the  time  and  was  on  the  monument 
board.  But  he  was  away  from  .Spring- 
field at  the  time  and  missed  the  occa- 
sion. 1  have  had  wealthy  men  tell  me 
that  they  would  ha\e  given  half  their 
fortunes    to    ha\e    seen    Lincoln's   body. 

"Several  attempts  were  made  by  out- 
siders to  be  tiresent  when  i-umors  of  the 
opening  got  out,  but  even  newspaper 
men   were  absent." 

Of  the  sixteen  v>  ho  were  present,  only 
eight  are  now  aliie.  They  are  aging 
rapidly.  Robert  Lincoln  lives  in  Wash- 
ingcou,    IJ.   C,   but   is  in  feeble  health. 
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mi  TWO  PERSONS  TO  LOOK     \ 
UPON  FACE  OF  EMANCIPATOR 
TELL  OF  HISTORIC  OCCA 


The  two  last  persons  to  li.ok  up- 
on tlie  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln — 
the  one  In  an  official  capacity,  and 
the  other  as  an  artisan — arc  livinj; 
iii    SpringfieUl. 

Eotli,  naturally-,  are  men  of  more 
than  se\enty  >ears  of  age,  ami  both 
remember  every  detail  of  the  inci- 
dent as  one  of  ilie  most  vivid  in 
tlieir  lives.  They  are  I.con  1>.  J  lop- 
kins,  a  carpenter  and  plumber  who 
resides  at  431  South  New  .Street, 
and  Judge  B.  D.  Monroe  of  G15  West 
Kdwards   street. 

Hopkins  it  was  who  opened  I^in- 
coln's  casket  in  1901,  and  who  later 
soldered  in  place  the  piece  of  lead 
which  covered  the  late  i)re.sident's 
face  for  the  last  time.  Judge  Monroe, 
who  -was  assistant  attorney  gener- 
al at  that  time,  wan  one  of  a  liltle 
party,  the  members  of  which  decided 
to  assure  themselves  that  ihe  body 
of  the  as.sa.sinated  president  was  still 
in  the  vault  before  it  was  sealed 
forever  with  thu.t  of  his  wife  and 
children  beneath  twpi'-e  feet  of  con- 
crete at  the  base  of  the  monumnt 
in    Oak    Ridge   cemetery. 

The  date  on  which  this  solemn  in- 
cident occurred  has  been  given  var- 
iously, but  Information  from  Her-  '  g 
bert  W.  Fay,  present  custodian  of 
the  tomb,  gives  it  as  September  27, 
1901. 

It  was  to  answer  the  question 
of  the  incredulous  who  might  have 
been  tempted  to  say,  "Yes,  you've 
g:ot  a  body  buried  safely,  but  whose 
is  it?  Mow  do  we  know  it's  J^in- 
coln?"  that  the  ceremonial  was 
conducted  at  that  time,  and  satis- 
faction guaranteed  that  it  was  the 
body    of   Lincoln   entombed. 

Judge    Monroe    and    Mr.    Hopkins 
tell    their    story    in    interesting   fash- 
ion, the  one  furnishing  details  which 
the  other  might  have  forgotten.     But 
the  gist  of  the  matter  is  the  same. 
Judge   Monroe's  Account. 
"Back  in  July  4,  1876,"  Judge  Mon- 
roe said   in   describing   the   historical 
incident:    "an    attempt   was    made   to 
steal    Lincoln's    body.      Government 
agents   had   gotten   wind   of   the   plot 
m  some  manner  or  other  broke  in  on 
the  robbers  just  after  they  had  pried 
the    stone    lid    off    the    sarcophagus, 
which   stood    then   in   the   old   monu- 
ment.    The   men   were   each    senten- 
ced to  serve  a  year  In  a  penitentiary. 
"Kegardless    of    the    fact    that    the 
attempt  was  frustrated,  rumors  trav- 
elled   far    and    wide    that    his    body 
^va£;  no  longer  in   the   tomb.     It  was 
not.    however,    until    it    was    deckled 
to   tear  down    the  old   monument   and 
construct  a   nev   one   that   the   trust- 
ees  decided    to    definitely   decide   the 
matter.  When  the  old  monument  was 
torn      away,      the    caskets   containing 
the    bodies    were    carried    to    a    tem- 
porary   valut    constructed    north    and 
west    of   the    site.      It    was    when    the 
boxes  were  moved  back  into  the  new 
monument   for    the   final    burial    that 
the  party  gathered  in  the  south  room 
of    the   jiew   tomb. 

"The  little  group  that  assembled 
on  that  eventful  afternoon  includ- 
ed besides  myself,  Jacob  Thomps()n 
Jind  Ross  Culver,  both  of  this  city 
Mrs.  Alfred  Nayliss  of  Kent,  O.,  then 
Miss  Uara  Kern;  AV.  O.  U'illiamson 
of  Galesburg;  Joseph  II.  Freeman 
of  Aurora;  Bernholt,  who  was  act- 
ing   as    governor;    all    of    whom    are 


ailve.    I'lpyd    K.    VVhittftmnro 


McCullough.  George  M,  Black 
Clinton  L.  Oonkling,  Joseph  P.  Lind- 
ley,  Major  Fdward  Johnson,  Mrs 
Kdward  S.  Johnson  and  Jasper  N 
Reece   who    are    now        -d. 

"After  ti.e  casket  was  carried  into 
the  room,  members  decided  not  to 
open  it  and  even  went  so  far  as 
to  send  away  Hopkins.  There  were 
newspaper  men  outside  the  door  and 
I  knew  if  the  casket  wasn't  opened 
those  boys  would  be  writing  all  sorts 
of  things  about  our  failure  to  make 
out  tile  certificate,  so  I  reasoned 
with  the  committee  and  they  finally 
sent  a  runner  after  the  carpenter. 
He  returned  and  removed  the  stone 
lid.  Then  he  unscrewed  the  lid  of 
the  rough  cedar  box  and  at  last  cut 
a  small  square  piece  away  from  the 
sealed  leaden  box  within.  We  looked 
directly    down    upon    his    face. 

Describes  Features. 

"After  the  rest  of  the  party  hail 
looked,  I  was  told  to  do  so  and  1 
took  a  very  long  look.  I  can  vividly 
remember  his  face.  1  had  never 
seen  him  in  life;  but  his  face,  well 
preserved,  looked  almost  exactly 
like  it  did  in  pictures.  The  beard 
and  eyebrows  had  fallen  awaj'  but 
his  black  shock  of  coarse  hair  was 
as  it  always  had  been.  I  remember 
the  wart  on  his  left  cheek.  His 
cravat,  necktie  and  all  were  in  per- 
fect  shape. 

"I  looked  on  down  to  see  his  hands 
I  rememlier,  but  evidently  something 
had  been  stietched  over  them. 
There  were  certain  red  spots  on  the 
front  of  his  coat  I  imagine  a  fl.i^ 
had  been  wrapped  about  his  bodv. 
^\  hen  it  had  rotted  away  it  evident- 
ly   left    the    spots    there. 

"His  forehead  was  massi\e  and 
his  hjad  was  larger  th.in  I  ever  im- 
agined Lincoln's  could  be.  His  face 
was  a  chalky  white.  I  gave  out  a 
statement  to  the  press  at  that  time 
and  a  man  living  in  St.  Louis  wrote 
me.  He  said  he  was  an  undertaker 
m  this  city  when  Linco:  .s  bodv  w.is 
first  brouglit  through  from  \\ash- 
ingtoii  and  that  discoloration  had 
set   Ml   and   officials   were   In   a   quan- 


kct  at  the  state  hou.se  for  the  pulJic 
to  see  or  not.  They  finally  called 
hini  in,  he  wrote  me,  and  asked  him 
if  he  could  do  anything.  He  said 
he  (ould,  and  powdered  some  white 
chalk.  This  he  ii^.ade  into  a  very 
Line    paste  and   spread    over    the   face. 

"Wlien  I  turned  aw.iy,  lloidvins 
put  back  the  piece  of  loa<l  plate  and 
screwed  liack  the  cedar  lid  and  we 
lowcied,  then  and  there,  the  irasket 
into  the  twelve  f'.;ot  iiole.  alwng  side 
of  those  of  lus  wife  and  childi-en. 
We  remnined  until  concrete  was  be- 
ing  i>om-cd. 

"Then  we  rctu''ned  to  onr  offic-c^.s 
:ind  Kciss  Cul\er,  chairman  of  tlio 
lOinmission,  ma<l(-  nut  the  cei'tifici  Ic 
\i.liich  wa.s  meant  to  still  reports 
that  Lijii-nln's  bodv-  h.id  bicn  stolon 
gliouls. 

Bar    News  pa  per    Men. 

".\'ii  nrw  s|i  1  iicr  iiM  ri  were  .iilniilli'd 
to  llic  rcM.iii.  I  tried  to  get  llic  crrni- 
iiiis.-ion  tn  let  ilieiii  in  Idit  they 
lialked — w.intfd  to  du  it  In  secreiy. 
.So  tlie  newspaper  men  pot  jirelty 
mad  and  .said  .snjne  lei-rilde  thing.s 
aliout  membei-s  of  the  party  for  sev- 
eral  weeks      I'terward. 

"'llowe\er.  the  purpose  (jf  the 
\\  hole  visit  was  realize  .  We  fuuiid 
lie\ond  .-"ill  doulit  that  Lincoln's  bmly 
u'.is  still  there — and  we  know  now 
that     it     will     be     there     I^orever." 

Hopkins   describes    his   .-^liare    ot    the 
.--itna  tion,    every    detail    of    which     is 
\i\idly    clear    in    his    mind.      He    tells 
that    he    was    bus.v    at    his    office    one 
day  when   called   on   the   telephone   by  j 
lOdward   Johnson,   \\\[o   xsas  later  cus-  I 
todi.'in     of    tile    monument,    and     who  ' 
asked  him   to  Like   his  soldering  tools  ! 
and    a    piece    of   sliect      lead      to      the 
monument. 

Tliis  he  did.  and  cut  out  a  piece 
of  sheet  lead  -which  encased  the 
cedar  coffin,  and  fi-oiu  a  idace  di- 
rectly over  the  dead  president's  face. 
Then  he  removed  the  piece  of  wood 
with   the  tip  o-  a  keyhole  saw, 

Hopkins    Describes    Face. 

He,  loo,  sa\'s  that  Lincoln's  fea- 
tures were  exactly  as  they  looked 
in  the  iJhotograplis.  "About  his 
mouth  Was  just  a  suggestion  of  a 
kindly  smile"  he  sa--'^.  "Sort  of  sor- 
rowful, but— well,  it  was  just  Abe 
Lincoln,    like    his    iiiclure." 

Kvery  line,  according  to  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, suggested  repose  and  the  cra- 
vat and  tie  worn  by  the  president 
Were  In  perfect  condition.  He  tells 
that  he  was  forced  to  use  a  new  and 
larger  strip  of  lead  in  the  re-solder- 
ing process.  To  this  he  nailed  the 
strip  of  wood  he  had  removed,  and 
covered  the  nail  heads  with  solder. 
Then  he  soldered  the  whole  In  place, 
and  the  casket,  along  with  that  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  was  dropi)ed  into  the 
twehe  foot  excavation  and  filled 
with   concrete. 

Then  the  floor  of  the  catacomb 
was  put  in  place,  all  traces  of  the 
work  removed,  and  the  mysterious 
litMe  ceremony  which  marked  the 
last  glimpse  of  the  great  president, 
was  ended. 


.Iame.s    drav  as  to  whether  to  open   the  cas- 


Monroe.  A.   J. 
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Judge  mQiiroe 
I    Saw  Face  of 

■     •       I  ■    ,         \ : 

One  of  the  last  men  to  view  the 
body  of  Abraham  Iiincoln  when  It ,  j 
was  placed  to  the    new    tomb"  at ' 
Springfield  in  1901  is  now  visiting  tn^ 
Mattoon.    That    man    is  Jucjse  B.  ' 

^.   D.   Monroe  of   Springfield,   who  is 

visiting  his  son,  A,  J.  Monroe,  29 1|- 

Prairie  avenue.  I 

J     Judge  Monroe,  who  Is  79  years,  old," 

.  '  remembers  vividly  the  incidents  rel- 
ative to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Lin- 
coln monu;nent.  A  look  of  gentle- 
ness and  kindness  could  be  seen  on 
the  president's  face'  even  in  death, 

.  Judge  Monroe  said. 

"I  was  a  member  of    the-  special 

'committee,   appointed   by  the   Lin- 

',  coin  Monument  Association,  to  over- 
see l-he  rebuilding  of  the  monu- 
ment," .  he  recalled.  "It  had  been 
discovered  that     the    building,     in 

,  which  the  body  was    placed,    was 

•  craclting.  The  legislature  appropri- 
ated $100,000  for 'the  rebuilding  of 
the  tomb.  ,  ' 

'  .  "The  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were:  Governor  Richard 
Yates,  chairman;  J.  C.  Conklin,  John 
N.  Black,  J.  P.  Lindley,  General 
Jasper  N.  Reece,  James  S.  McCul- 
lough,  Moses  O.  Williamson,  state 
treasurer;  the  state  superintendent 
of  public  ,  instruction,     and    Jacob 

■   Thompson,  assistant  superintendent. 

"The  dontract  was  let  to  Col.  J.  S. 
Culver  for  $95,000.  After  the  build- 
ing was  torn  down,  Colonel  Culver 
discovered  that  the  cause  for  the 
cracking  of  the  walls  was  that  wa- 
ter had  leaked  under  the  founda- 
tion. He  made  a  report  to  the  com- 
mittee and  was  given  $5,000  more 
to  make  the  foundation  firm. 

"In  the  meantime,"  continued 
Judge  Monroe,  "Robert  Lincoln  vis- 
ited in  Springfield,  and  requested 
V  that  his  father's  body  be  put  where 
'.  it  would  be  undisturbed.  During  the 

i  month  of  September,  1901,  the 
building  was  completed,  and  a  se- 
lected committee  wjis  appointed  to 
superintend  the  putting  away  of 
Lincoln's  body.  ' 

'    "The  committee  ordered  that' an 


excavation  bfe  made  in  the  north 
side  of  the  building,  for  the  body  to 
:  be  placed  in.  Inside  of  a  cedar  box 
[  was  a  leaden  casket,  which  contain- 
j  ed  Lincoln's  casket,  which  contained 
I  Lincoln's  body.  ,  A     plumber     was  j 


called  and  a  piece  was  cut  out  of 
the  casket  so  as  to  expose  his  face. 
When  opened,  the  members  of  the 
committee,  with  Jacob  Thompson, 
John  J.  Brenholt,  Mrs.  Alfred  Bay- 
liss.  widow  of  the  former  state  su- 

pelrintendent  of  public  instruction, 
and  a  14-year-old  boy  and  myself 
were  allowed  to  view  the  face  of 
Lincoln.  , 

"The  face  was  perfectly  preserved, 
even  th«  mole  on  the  side  being  still' 
visible.  His  beard  had  dropped  out, 
but  the  heavy  head  of  black  hair, 
lips,  jaw%and  nose  were  still  intact. 
Any  one  at  all  familiar  with  pictures 
of  Lincoln  would  have  recognized 
him  at  once. 

"A  few  days  later,  I  made  a  state- 
ment to  one  of  the  papers  about 
seeing  the  body,  land  then  received 
a  letter  from  a  man  in  St.  Louis,  an 
undertaker,  who  stated  that  at  the 
time  Lincoln's  body  was  brought 
back  to  Springfield  from  Washing- 
ton, his  face  was  discolored.  V/hen 
asked  what  he  could  do  to  make  the 
face  presentable,  the  undertaker 
said  he  had  powdered  chalk,  and 
spread  a  thick  layer  over  the  face 
-and-.neck,..ftf.  Lincphj..  He  also  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  chalk 
had  preserved  the  features  so  well. 
'  "As  I  viewed  the  face  I  was  great- 
ly iinpressed  with  the  supreme  look 
of  gentleness  and  kindness  of  the 
features.  As  I  had  never  seen  Lin- 
coln, I  was  greatly  surprised  at  the 
immense  broadness  and  far-reach- 
ing highness  of  the  forehead  and 
heavy  brow  projecting  over  the  eyes. 

"After  all  had  seen  the  face,  the 
plumber  again  sealed  the  casket  and 
it  was  lowered  into  the  excavation 
in  the  north  side  of  the  temple,  with 
a  steel  frame  on  each  side,  and  was 
filled  with  cement  up  to  the  level  of 
the  monument." 

Judge  Monroe-  attended  the  reded- 
ication  of  the  i  monument  recent- 
ly. At  the  time  of  the  rebuild- 
ing, he  was  assistant  at- 
torney general  of  the  state,  an  office 
which  he  filled  for  eight  yeafs.  'He 
was  also  judge  of  the  county  court  ji 
at  Springfield  for  eight  years,     ,      il 
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Witness  Recalls 
Moving  Lincoln 
To  New  Gj^ave 

Two  Live  of  Band  That  Made 
Secret  Transfer  in  1902 
From  the  Base  of  Monu- 
ment  at   Springfield,   ][11. 

Casket    Sealed    in    Steel 


Group  First  Opened  Coffin 
to  Silence  Rumors  That 
Bo4y  Had  Been  Riemoved 

spRiNOFiou}.  m. 

Two  men  are  yet  Ilvlog  at  the  Uttl* 
band  of  patrtota  who  on  September  30i 
1002,  secretly  removed  the  oaaltet  con- 
taining the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln  %\ 
the  base  of  the  monument  here  to  • 
new  receptacle  In  another  eectton,  pre- 
liminary to  Its  permanent  sealing  under 
a  mass  of  steel  and  concrete.  At  the 
same  time,  to  make  certain  that  the 
sepulcher  had  never  been  disturbed 
and  to  set  at  rest  rumors  questioning 
that  the  body  of  the  Great  Emancipator 
remained  In  the  coffln.  It  was  decided 
to  open  the  lid  and  permit  all  present 
to  gaze  at  the  features  and  sign  a  state- 
ment that  the  body  bad  not  been  re- 
moved. 

These  two  men  are  B.  D.  Monroe,  now 
a  lawyer  of  Sprlngfleld,  and  who  for- 
merly was  Assistant  Atorney  General 
of  Illinois,  and  Leon  F.  Hopkins,  % 
plumber  and  metal  worker.  The  others 
of  the  group  Included  Jacob  Thompson 
and  Boss  Culver,  both  of  Sprlngfleld; 
Mrs.  Albert  Bayllss,  later  a  resident  of 
Kent,  Ohio;  W.  O.  WUllamaon.  of  Gales- 
burg:  Joseph  H.  Freeman,  of  Aurora; 
John  H.  Brenholt.  of  Alton,  then  Acting 
Governor  of  Illinois;  Floyd  K.  Whltte- 
more,  James  S.  McCullough.  George  M. 
Black,  Clinton  L.  Conklln,  Joseph  P. 
Llndley,  Major  Edward  Johnson,  Mrs, 
Edward  d.  Johnson  and  Jasper  N.  Reece. 

Monroe,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment, recalls  that  when  the  witnesses 
bad  assembled,  the  sarcophagus  was 
carried  Into  the  main  room  at  the  base 
of  the  monument.  Leon  Hopkins,  a 
mechanic,  cut  a  circular  opening  at  the 
head  of  the  metal  receptacle  and  later 
sealed  the  opening. 


Hopkins  was  the  fliet   io  ga«e   upon 
the  features  of  the  martyred  President, 
while   Monroe   was   the  last.     At  that 
time  Lincoln  bad  been  burled  thirty- 
seven  years. 

Newspaper    men    were    barr*d    from 
the  scene  and  all  present  were  pledged 
to  secrecy.    Not  until  some  years  later, 
when  the  trustees  nied  their  signed  re- 
port  of   the   incident,   did   the   public 
know  what  bad  taken  place.    It  was  In 
187«    that    an    attempt    was    made    to 
steal   the  body.     The   authorities   were 
advised  and  a  guard  was  placed  about 
1  the  monument.     All  concerned  in  the 
atfalr  were  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary. 
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Seven  Alive  of  Group  That  Last  Viewed  Body  of  Lincoln 


Tbis  picture^  taken  tweaty-seven  years  ago  and  betetofore  unpublished,  shows  the  members  ot  the 
state  commission  that  saw  the  body  of  Lincoln  be f  one  they  secretly  laid  it  away  in  its  £nal  resting  place  i 
at  the  base  of  the  monument  in  SpringGeld.  Left  to  right,  lower  row:  Floyd  K.  Whittemore,  Jame^  S.  Mc-  ' 
Callough,  Joseph  H.  Freeman,  Aurora  (living);  John  J.  Brenbolt,  East  St.  Louis  (living);  M.  O.  William- 
son, Galesburg  (living);  B'.  D.  Monroe,  SpringSeld  (living);  Joseph  P.  Lindley,  James  C.  Cul'ver.  Second 
row:  J.  C.  Thompson,  SpringGeld  (living);  Clinton  L.  Conkling,  Fleetwood  Lindsey  (living),  Edward  S. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Johnson,  Jasper  N.  Reece,  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss,  Minneapolis.  Minn,  (living). 
Upper  left  corner:    George  N.  Black.      C***-*~-y'f    ]J*t^<^~     i~  •  ■  \%  -    1-  ^ 
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(From  The  State  Register  Collection) 

THEY  VIEWED  LINCOLN'S  REMAINS  FOR  LAST  TIME  IN  1901— 

'  This  old  photograph  by  the  late  Guy  Mathis  shows  the  group  of  Lincoln  Monument 

:  Commission  and  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor  representatives,    with    a    few    others,    who 

viewed  Abraham  Lincoln's  remains  the  last  time  the  casket  was  opened,  Thursday, 

..'September  26,  1901,  at  the  Tomb.  .The  body  of  the  martyred  President  was  buried  no  fewer  than  ten  times 

'In  Springfield,  on  several  occasions  in  places  which  were  expected  to  be  permanent,  before  it  finally 

came  to, rest  in  its  present  location  in  the  Tomb  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery.    Front  row,  left  to  right;  P.  K. 

,  Whitteniore,  Asgt.'  State  Treasurer;   J.  S.  McCullough,  State  Auditor  o(  Public  Accounts;  J.  H.  Freemap, 

.'state    Dept.    of    Public    Instruction;     Acting    Governor' John   J.  Brenholt;    M.   O.   Williamson,   State 

;  Treasurer;  George  N.  Blaclc;  Judge  B.  D.  Monroe;  Gol.   J.   S.'  Culver.     In   rear,   left   to   right:    Jacob   C. 

;'   /Thompson,  Ross  Culver,  Clinton  L.  Conkling,   Joseph   P.   Lindley,    Maj.   E.   S.    Johnson    (custodian   of 

\  -'Tomb)," Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss.  Adjutant  General  J.  N.  Reece,  Mrs.  E.  S. 'Johnson.     The  casket  was  taken 

■  from  its  resting  place  ■  in  the  Monument  to  the  memprial  hall,  where  it  was  opened  and  the  remains 

viewed.    The  casket  was  then  closed  and  sealed  by  Lepn  P.  Hopkins  and  Charles  L.  Willey,  local  tinners, 

after  which  it  was  removed  to  its  new  vault.    An  atmosphere  of  secrecy  surrounded  the  whole  proceeding 

and  the  general  public  was  unaware  of  it  until  apprised  by  tlie  newspapers.    It  is  thought  that  all  of 

^^  group  are  now  dead,  but  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Willey,  the  workmen,  are  still  living. 
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Springfield,  Illinois, 

November  12,  1928. 


Hon.  Geo.  P.  Hambrecht, 
Kadison,  Wisconsin. 

Dea,r  Sir: 

Your  favor  of  October  1st,  came  to  hand  while  I  was 
visiting  my  daughter  in  Galesburg,  renuesting  me  to  give  you  such 
information  as  I  might  have  in  relation  to  the  last  burial  of  the 
remains  of  the  immortal  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  now  on  my  return  home, 
I  will  try  to  comply  with  your  reouest. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  the  matter  substantially  are 
as  follows: 

The  Lincoln  Monument  was  ta.ken  down  and  rebuilt  in 
1900-1901,  and  when  completed  about  the  middle  of  September  1901, 
and  ready  to  turn  over  to  the  State,  public  notice  wa.s  given  that 
on  the  26th  Da.y  of  September,  1901,  the  casket  containing  President 
Lincoln's  body  would  be  placed  in  that  part  of  the  monument 
provided  for  it,  and  that  the  caskets  containing  the  remains  of 
other  members  of  his  family  would  be  placed  in  the  crypts  provided 
for  them.  Accordingly  on  that  day  there  were  assembled  in  the 
south  room  of  the  monument  tne  following  named  persons:   Hon, 
John  H.  Brenholt,  Acting  Governor  of  the  State;  Hon.  James  S. 
McCullough,  State  Auditor;  Hon.  Koses  0,  Williamson,  State 
Treasurer;  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Freeman,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction;  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction;  General  Jasper  N.  Reece,  Adjuta.nt  General  of 
the  State,  and  the  writer  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the  State; 
there  were  also  present  Hon,  Clinton  L.  Conkling,  Hon,  George  N. 
Black,  Col.  Edward  S.  Johnson,  Major  Walter  Robbins,  Col.  J.  S. 
Culver,  the  rebuilder  of  the  monument,  Joseph  P.  Lindley, 
Mrs,  Edward  S.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss,  and  a  young  son  of 
the  above  named  Joseph  P.  Lindley  and  perha.ps  one  or  two  others 
whose  npomes  are  now  now  recalled. 

Some  months  before  the  completion  of  the  rebuilding  of 
the  monument,  Robert  Lincoln  visited  Springfield  and  made  reouest 
to  Hon.  Clinton  L.  Conkling  and  Hon.  George  N.  Black,  that  when 
the  monument  should  be  completed,  the  casket  containing  the  body 
of  his  father  should  be  placed  in  the  monument  in  such  manner  as 
would  secure  it  from  interference.   There  were  many  rumors  abroad 
in  the  State  that  the  ghouls  actually  had  been  successful  in 
stealing  the  body  in  1S76,  (when  the  attempt  wss  made)  and  that 
the  body  wa.s  not  in  the  marble  sarcophagus. 

Therefore,  as  this  was  to  be  the  final  burial  of  the  body 
of  our  beloved  President,  and  in  view  of  such  rumors,  and  forever 
to  put  at  rest  such  idle  gossip,  the  State  officers  present  and 
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the  members  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monument  Association, 
unanimously  agreed  openly,  and.  before  all  those  there  assembled, 
that  the  casket  containing  the  President's  body  should  be  opened 
and  proof  thereof  preserved.   Accordingly  the  services  of  Mr  . 
Leon  P.  Hopkins  a  plumber  of  the  city,  were  secured.   The  cedar 
box  containing  the  lea.den  casket  in  which  was  tne  body,  was 
moved  into  the  south  room  of  the  monument,  and  there  in  the 
presence  of  all  of  the  above  named  persons,  Mr.  Hopkins  cut  out 
a  piece  of  the  leaden  casket,  about  18  by  24  inches,  -directly 
over  the  head  and  face,  lifted  the  piece  out  and  exposed  the  face 
to  view.   Then  General  Reece,  Mr.  Oonkling,  Mr.  Bla.ck  and  others 
went  forward,  grouped  on  either  side  of  the  casket  a.nd  viev/ed  the 
remains;  then  all  others  in  the  room  did  likewise.   The  head,  la.ce, 
and  neck  were  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation;  the  beard  had 
fallen  out,  but  the  face  was  perfect  in  every  lineament,  feature 
and  line,  even  the  mole  on  the  right  cheek  was  distinct,  the  face 
and  neck  were  white  as  chalk;  the  hair  was  intact  very  black,  coarse 
and  heavy;  the  nose,  the  high  cheek  bones,  the  prominent  and 
projecting  bro?/  were  all  there;  the  lips  that  pronounced  the 
iiiimortal  words,  "?/ith  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all," 
were  closed  as  in  life  and  intact;  the  rather  long  heavy  jaw,  the 
prominent  and  firm  chin,  the  Adam's  aijple  in  the  neck,  the  ma.jestic 
sweep  of  the  high  and  broa.d  forehead  were  intact;  and  the  whole  face 
seemed  to  bear  that  indescribable  expression  of  serenity,  the 
majesty  of  supreme  confidence  in  the  right. 

After  all  had  viewed  the  remains,  Mr.  Oonkling  prepared 
a  certificate  which  all  the  members  of  the  Association  signed, 
to  the  effect  that  the  casket  had  been  opened,  that  the  body  was 
intact  and  well  preserved. 

Then  the  leaden  casket  was  re-sealed  and  the  lid  re-placed 
on  the  cedar  box,  and  screwed  down  and  then  lowered  into  the  vault 
already  prepared  under  the  floor  of  the  north  room  of  the  monument. 

The  vault  is  15  feet  deep  a.nd  eight  feet  long  and  eight 
feet  wide;  the  bottom  of  the  vault  was  laid  four  feet  deep  in 
cement,  and  on  this  cement  floor  was  placed  a  steel  ca.ge,  3  by  3 
by  8  feet  and  into  this  the  casket  containing  the  body  of  our 
beloved  president,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  lowered,  then  the  vault 
was  filled  with  cement  up  to  the  level  of  the  under  side  of  the 
tiled  floor  of  the  room.   Thus  was  the  recuest  of  Robert  Lincoln 
carried  out,  the  body  being  deposited  in  a  block  of  cement  8  by  8 
by  15  feet,  and  secure  from  interference,  the  body  of  ^..rs.  Lincoln 
a.nd  those  of  their  children  being  placed  in  crypts  prepared  for 
them  on  the  west  side  of  the  north  room  of  the  monument. 

And  so  ended  the  ceremonies  attending  the  last  burial  of 
the  mortal  remains  of  the  immortal  Lincoln.  Peace  to  hiui, 

(Signed)  B.  B.  Monroe. 

His  face  looked  just  like  this  picture. 

(Signed)  B.  D,  M. 
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Local  Man,  78,  Tells  Of 
■  ^Identifying  Lincoln's 
Body  In  1887 And  1901 

p.    Hopkins.    431    South    Ne^.       ^^    "^^^    ^^^-^^-^    H^f*^^ 


Leon    P. 

street,  is  probably  the  only  person 
living:,  as  far  as  is  known,  who  saw 
Abraham  Lincoln's  body  the  last  tv/o 
times  it  was  viewed  for  identifica- 
tion. On  those  occasions,  first  In 
1887.  and  again  in  1901,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, who  is  a  plumber  by  trade, 
had  charge  of  cutting:  a  hole  in  the 
cajliet  over  the  face,  and  soldering 
the  lead   bacli  in  place. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  who  was  born  in 
Springfield  on  July  15,1851,  has  lived 
at  his  present  address  for  the  last 
fifty-  two  years.  In  spite  of  his  sev- 
enty-eight years,  he  still  works  at 
his  trade  to  some  extent  In  the 
basement  of  his  home. 

In  addition  to  his  business  as  a 
plumber,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  for  thirty- 
three  years  a  musician  in  the  Illinois 
Watch  Factory  band,  playing  a  num- 
ber of  instruments  at  various  times 
during  that  period.  In  his  younger 
years  he  also  played  in  an  orches- 
tra at  dances  and  weddings. 

Tliere  have  been  many  stories  cir- 
culated in  regard  to  the  present  rest- 
in?  place  of  Lincoln,  and  the  ^sev- 
enteen movements  of  the  body  until 
it  was.  on  Sept.  26,  1901.  enclosed  in 
$700  worth  of  iron,  stone  and  con- 
i-rete  under  the  front  pedestal  of  th.%' 
sarcophagus,  ten  feet  in  the  ground- 
The  truth  has  been  sifted  out.  how- 
ever, and  the  records  are  to  be  found 
at  the  lomb,  in  the  possession  of 
Herbert  Wells  Fay,   custodian. 

An  easy  way  to  remember  the  ex- 
MCt  location  of  the  body  is  this: 
When  looking  through  the  grating  at 
the  north  entrance  one  will  see  two 
wreaths  flat  on  the  floor,  and  the 
one  to  the  right  is  Jen  feet  over  his 
liead.  while  the  one  at  the  left  Is 
ten   feet   over  his   feet. 

Thousands  View  Body 
When  Lincoln's  body  arrived  in 
Springfield  from  Washington,  Maj 
3.  1865.  it  lay  In  state  all  day  at  the 
capltol  building,  now  the  court  house, 
where  many  thousands  of  persons 
viewed  the  features  of  the  martyred 
president.  The  "next  day  elfiborate 
funeral  services  were  held  at  Oak 
Uldge  cemetery,  and  the  bo<py  was 
placed  in  the  receiving  vault  await- 
ing a  place  for  buri^L   ^      _  _ 


Viewed  Body 


HOPKINS. 
Leon  P.  Hopkins,  78,  431  South 
New  street.  Is  probably  the  only 
person  living  who  was  present  the 
last  two  times  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coin's  body  was  viewed  for  Identifi- 
cation. Mr.  Hopkins,  who  is  a 
plumber  by  trade,  had  charge  of 
opening  the  casket,  first  In  1887  and 
^Jle   last, tifie. In  4901. 


Here  it  remained  until  Uecemoer 
21,  when  It  was  removed  to  a  tem- 
p45iary  vault  half  way  up  the  hill 
and  a  little  to  the  east,  where  It 
stayed  until  Sept.  10.  1871,  when  the 
body  was  viewed  and  It  was  placed 
Iti  one  of  the  crypts  in  the  partly 
completed    monument. 

For  thre-  years  it  remained  In  the 
crvpt.  until  the  sarcopliagus  was 
completed,  and  it  reposed  In  the  sar- 
copln  gus  until  Nov.  7.  1876.  when  an 
at'-TUpt  was  made  to  steal  the  body, 
with  the  intention  of  holding  it  for 
■nrsom.  Thereafter  a  guard  of  hon- 
"?  v.-,"s  formei  to  protect  the  body 
•■•■on  molestation,  and  this  guard  was 
;".'"fnl:r'.irpi  for  .several  years  over 
'■'lie  o-sket  which  was  kept.  In  vari- 
0!>«i   nla^ps. 

On  April  14,  1887,  Mr.  Hopkinr 
I  •'-••«•  nn'ly  r'id  the  woik  of  oDeniftg 
'h  •  r."skpt,  cuttin3r  through  the  lead 
■nd  c  '^"ar.  After  the  features  kad 
'leTiE  viewed,  he  soldered  a  piece  of 
'"•■•\  ope  inch  wider,  over  the  open- 
ir-. 

M-  Hop!-ins  was  '-ared  to  repeat 
h'f.  .'a.sk  on  .Sept.  26.  1901.  and  he 
brovgiit  with  him  his  nenhew  .nnd 
.Tss's'ar/.  Chnrlos  L.  Willey.  Who 
s-»ale<l  the  caskf-t  for  the  last  timr. 
Th"  uffklavits  of  both  men  in  regard 
to  the  matter  are  among  the  records 
at    t!i"   toml\ 

Gives   Names  Of  Witnesses 
.Incob   C.    Thompson,    who   was   one 
of    the   giortp   to    see    Lincoln's^    body 
for   the  la.st   time,   Sept.   26.   1901,  re-  j 
prod.'cps  in  his  pamnhlet  an  account  I 
of   th »    event,   a   photograph   by  'Guy  ' 
Mathi.i    of   those    present,    and    gives  ' 
the   name.s  as  follows:  j 

Floyd     K.     Whittrmore,     James    S.  | 
McOullough.     Joseph      H.     Freeman,  '■ 
John    J.    Brenholdt.    M.    O.    William- 
son, George  N.  Black.  B.  D.  Monroe, 
Jbmes    S.    Culver.    J.^ob    C.    Thomp- 
son.   Clinton    L.    Conkling,   Joseph    P. 
I..indley,    Edward    S.    Johnson.    Mrs. 
Alfred  Bayliss,  Jasper  N.  Reece.  Mrs. ' 
Hdward    .S.    Johnson,    and    Ross    Cul- 
ver,   Mr.    Hopkins,    Mr.     Willey     and 
Fleetdcow    Lindley   were    present   al- 
M>.  ■■     ■ 

Tliose  bf  the  list  now  living  are: 
Hopkins,  Willey.  Thompson.  Mrs. 
Bayliss,  Freeman.  Brenholt,  William- 
son, Monroe  and  Fleetwood  Lindley 
The  coffin  was  opened  so  that 
there  would  be  no  doubt  that  it  con- 
tain.'^d  Lincoln's  body,  and  all  who 
saw  it  agreed  the  features  were  esasi- 
ly  recognizable  to  anyone  who  had 
6ver  been  a  pictui-e  of  him.  and  that 
there  was  no  perceptible  sign  of  de- 
c6mpositlon. 

Mr.  Hopkins  recalls  that  when  the 
casket  was  opened  in  1887.  the  event 
had  been  kept  quief,  so  that  there 
would  not  be  a  crowd  present.  He 
did  not  know  for  what  reason  he 
was  going  to  the  tomb,  until  after 
h6  had  arrived  there.  A  young  mar- 
ried couple  on  a  honeyrrtbgn  trip  to 
the  monument  slipped  in  to  see  the 
bbdy   on   thi.j   occasion,   he   saySi^B^is* 
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iideed  strange  that  pictiues  of  the  vari- 
<us  otlier  engines  are  not  extant. 

Selected  His  O-.vn  Burial  Place 

It  is  not  g-t;ncrally  known  that  Mr. 
jineoln  unconsiiously  selected  his  own 
juiial  place. 

The  story  is  this:  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
)rothor-in-!aw  of  Lincoln  and  was  an 
ifficer  of  the  ct-uieteiy.  Mr.  Lincoln  oT- 
en  rocie  out  with  him  and  as  they  aiJ- 
)ioa.;he(l  thi  olfico,  Lincoln  would  lool; 
I])  the  hill  and  say,  "Is  not  that  a  beiui- 
iful  spot?"  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Wash- 
ngton  to  assist  in  moviny  the  remains 
0  Springfield.  On  the  train  the  question 
11  burial  i)lace  was  discussed  and  Tvlr. 
jmith  referred  to  the  incident.  Mrs.  Lin- 
oln  remcmboicd  that  she  too  had  h.ard 
lim  praise  the  location  and  said  lliat  ii'  it 
ould  be  secured  it  would  be  one  of  the 
ilaces  considered. 

The  citizens  of  Sjjringfield,  not 
nowing'  of  the  family  plans,  built  a 
ault  near  where  the  present  state  house 
3  located.  The  ground  was  largely  va- 
ant  property  at  the  time.  The  citizens' 
ault  was  not  used. 

The  Funeral 

The  body  lay  in  state  at  the  county 
ourt  house  May  ^,  186">,  and  many  thou- 
and  people  passed  by  and  revered  the 
emains. 

The  next  day  one  of  the  largest  proces- 
ions  ever  formed  in  Springfield  marched 
o  Oak  Ridge.  The  parade  was  in  charge 
f  Gen.  John  Cook  and  his  aidts.  We 
ave  a  co])y  of  the  military  divisions  and 
isted  therein  in  the  name  of  about  ev- 
ryone  prominent  in  the  State. 

The  oration  was  delivered  by  Bishop 
lathew  Simpson,  who  came  on  from 
Vasliingtou  to  officiate,  and  it  will  al- 
ways be  looked  upon  as  a  masterpiece  for 
uch   occasion. 

The  body  was  phtced  in  the  receiving 
ault  for  Oak  Ridge  cemetery;  receiving; 
ault  th.Mi,  and  now  used  for  that  pur- 
o.se.  Now  bodies  are  not  buricil  in  a 
ceeiving'  vault.  They  are  sim|)ly  placed 
here  until  burial  arrangements  can  be 
lade.    Mr.  Lincoln's  body  was  in  the  re- 


ceiving vault  only  from  May  to  Decem- 
ber, ISGf).  In  the  mean  time  a  temjjoraiy 
vault  was  built  near  the  center  of  the 
triangle  half  way  up  the  hill.  There  it 
remained  until  1S71,  when  it  was  placed 
in  a  ciypt  in  the  monument  at  the  north 
entrance. 

Remains  Viewed 

At  this  time  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  a  local 
pluiiib^i-,  gives  mo  a  signed  statement 
tint  witii  a  knife  he  cut  an  opening'  a 
foot  wide  and  a  foot  and  a  half  deep  in 
tiie  lead  over  Mr.  Lincoln's  face.  A  piece 
of  glasb  wiis  jilaced  over  the  opening-  and 
H'any  pvojil"  viewed  the  remains.  Wheii 
through  he  soldered,  he  says,  a  piece  of 
lead  an  inch  wider  all  around  over  the 
opening.  We  have  talked  with  people  by 
the  scoic  vv'ho  viewed  the  remains  then, 
who  said,  with  the  exception  of  being  a 
little  discolored,  it  did  not  look  diO'erent 
from  the  time  of  the  funeral. 

The  body  was  placed  in  a  ciypt  and 
there  rested  for  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time the  sarcophagus  was  built  at  light 
angles  to  the,  3931,  cenotaph.  Tney 
tlen  proclaimed  Mr.  Lincoln  buried,  after. 
all  the  varied  temporary  locations  in 
which  his  body  had  been  placed  now  it 
was  where  it  would  never  be  disturbed 
again.  But  such  was  not  to  be.  After 
the  body  was  in  the  sarcophagus  for  two 
years,  on  Nov.  6,  1886,  burglars  at- 
tempted to  steal  the  body  for  ransom 
purposes. 

It  failed  and  then  Mr.  Lincoln's  body 
was  hid  under  the  monument  at  several 
places  and  finally  encased  in  solid  steel, 
lock  and  cement  six  feet  south  of  the 
noith  end,  door,  or  grating,  ten  feet  be- 
low the  floor  and  it  was  not  disturbed  in 
tile  1931  reconstruction. 

The  remains  are  resting  30  inches 
north  of  the  1931  cenotaph,  ten  feet  be- 
low the  floor  or  six  feet  in  the  ground, 
it  being  four  feet  from  the  top  of  the 
ground  to  the  floor. 

Remaiius  Viewed  in  1901 

Before  the  body  was  placed  in  its  pres- 
ent position  it  was  viewed  by  about  twen- 

(Continuad  on   Pace  12) 


ty-five  people  who  also  declare  that  any- 
one who  had  ever  seen  a  picture  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  could  recognize  the  body.  Leon 
P.  Hopkins  who  had  cut  open  the  lead 
casket  in  1871,  was  present  and  his 
nephew  and  assistant,  Chas.  Vv'illey,  did 
the  work.  We  have  the  signed  statement 
of  each   giving  the   facts. 

Scientists  and  skilled  embalmers  say 
that  the  lead  casket  has  more  to  do  with 
the  preservation  of  Lincoln's  body  than 
any  other  item,  and  declare  that  if  kept 
dry  in  the  lead  covering  there  ought  to 
be  very  little  change  for  several  hun- 
dred years. 


Bac-liss,   »,:rs.   C.    K. 


Lincoln's  Funeral  and  iurial 
Springfield 


Body  of  Lincoln  Viewed 
By  City  Woman  In  19011 

Mrs.  C.   K.   Bayliss  Present  at  One  of  Ten 

■      ■      ^."/,'^]^-  of  Martyre;!  President 

Denied,    even    ia"  dea\/i     the' rpst  hoxt^r,^         ^   ->-.6.    <*  12.    '  '   '  S^ 

that     comes    to    ordinary    mortalf  law^kiL  ^f P'^'^^^  °n-such   things ^s 

Abraham   Lincoln   has    been    buS fc,  see^hn°"^'    '°"^    thoughts^was 
10  times.  "uiitu  Lo  see  those  manv  nr,rf..c,it„  „«  x: 

And  a  Minneapolis  woman,  Mrs 
»-lara  K.  Bayliss,  is  one  of  the  eicht 
persons  yet  living  who  viewed  the 
body  of  Lmcoln  just  before  it  was 

in  the  long,  cedar-covered  ^f»w.     "    O      \v,i  ■  actmg  governor;  M, 

Senf    "fi    iiini     K   f  ^^       ca.skd  on  <->■      U  ilhamson,      Galcsburtr       thnr, 


^n.r       .t^^  ""^""y  portraits  of  Lin 
coin  on  the  wall,  looking  down  into 
he  open   casket  upon   the  features 
they   represented." 

The  seven  in  addition  to  Mrs  Khv- 
li^s  who  still  survive  from  thlt 
r,roup     which     wltncs.sed     Lincoln^ 


jwho  opened  the  ca.sket 

Last  to  See  Body 

Monroe  was  the  last  to  see  the 
body  of  Lincoln.  He  stood  ncaresi 
the  opening  as  the  metal  lid  de- 
scended and  gazed  intently  at  the 
Fron'A-S.""^  ^^  ''^'^  disappeared 
-  ..^-  _..„  ^..-iiiiuiueu  tne  .  ,  '■'^'  ^'^yhss  is  in  Madison  Wis 
nioruiment.  preparing  for  the  final  S^r,  "5.°^.!!?^,'^-^^-'^'"^.  "-' 


Since  the  day  of  the  martyred 
president's  funeral  on  May  4  ISGo 
the  body  was  moved  nine  times  The 
continual  fear  of  vandals,  ^v•ho  tried 
unsuccessfully  more  than  once  to 
carry  off  Lincoln's  body,  caused  the 
.nany  removals.  Then  in  1900  an 
Illinois  commLssion  built  an  impret;- 
"able     crypt     and     reinforced      the 


..A       tu  l„K "^^   planned   a  solemn 

ni.;  .?    monument   neared    com-T       I'''!;"''''   "^   *he   birthday  of   the 

in^lVf-"'''  ^^"^  ^'h°"'«  "lig'^t  fe';^^Si^'"'='-i^an    whom    she^  viewed 

b"lm^gt"aler'''^^s''^if'f ^^'^'-  S.                        ^''""^  '°^  ^^"  '''' 
luted.  '  -bajliss    re- ( 

"During  the  rebuilding  of  the  Lin- 

Ito  I^h«'°f""Tl"^  ^^  Springfield,  prior 
to  he  final  burial,  a  pile  of  blocks 
and  rubbish  was  pointed  out  to  me 
and  I  was  privately  told  the  caskets' 
rf  i^  J-''icoln  family  were  con- 
cealed under  it. 

t,.,7^jf  f"?/,"^  "^^y  not  have  been' 
ttue,   but  If  it  was,  it  was  not  the 
only    occasion   when   seeming   care- 
lessness   was    deemed    the    greatest 
secrecy.  ^  ^icai 

"My  husband  was  state  superin- 
endent  of  public  instruction  and 
trustee  of  the  monument  and  the 
Lincoln  home.  By  virtue  of  his  of- 
fice he  was  to  be  at  the  final  burial 
of  the  body,  but  he  was  out  of  town, 

bv  thi°  f  j^  ^'^"'  accompanied 
by  the  cstodian's  wife,  when  the 
casket  was   opened. 

"It  was  a  hu.shed,  reverent  group 
with    'fh°"'""'  1^  '"  ^"'  *°f^^ther 

rroSnd^h.  ^'"''^^  ^^""^  gathered 
around  the  casket. 

"Robert    Lincoln     had    requested 

there  h/H°K'^  "°^  ^^  "P^n-^^,  but 
ihnt  th  K  ^^""l  P'^'-sistent  rumors 
that  the  body  had  in  reality  been 
stolen  ,n  that  last  so  nearly  success" 
ful  attempt.  The  few  survivors  of 
the  Lincoln  guard  wished  to  be  able 
to  make  their  personal  affidavits 
.  '  One  or  two  of  the  onlookers  were 
in  tears  as  the  lid  of  the  casket 
was   raised.  ^tiaivet 

"After   viewing   the   body,   we    re- 
lied  to     he   end   of  the   damp,   un- 
\entilated   room,   so    that   we    could 
survej-  the  casket   from  a  distance  , 
And  what  impressed  me  as  weird) 


N- 


>^--^y^^ 
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BURIALS  AND  REMOVALS  OF  LINCOLN 

Compiled  by  Hicrbkrt  Wki.ls  Fay,   Custodian  lAr^rolv'H  Tomb 


Tourists  complain  that  some  of  their 
friends  tell  them  that  Lincoln's  body  is 
in  the  large  stone  in  the  north  end  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  tomb,  and  others  say  that  it  is 
directly  beneath  it,  whsn  the  official  rec- 
oi'ds  say  that  it  is  neither.  To  settle  the 
matter  we  give  the  official  movements  of 
Lincoln's  body  in  detail: 

On  May  -3,  1866,  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains 
arrived  in  Sprincfield  after  beinp;  shown 
at  Washing-ton..  Baltimore,  Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  .Albany,  Buffalo, 
Cleveland,  Columbus,  Indianapolis  and 
Chicago.  The  body  lay  in  state  in  the  old 
State  House  and  100,000  people  went 
through  and  viewed  the  remains. 

On  May  4th  it  was  brought  out  to  Oak 
Ridge  cemetery  and  placed  in  the  public 
receiving  vault  and  there  it  remained  un- 
til December  that  year.  In  the  mean 
time  a  temporary  vault  had  been  built 
half  way  up  the  hill  slightly  to  the  left. 
There  it  remained  until  1871,  when  it  was 
placed  in  the  center  crypt  at  the  north 
end  of  the  tomb.  After  three  years  the 
body  was  placed  in  a  white  marble  sarco- 
phagus .iust  in  front  of  the  north  door  of 
the  tomb.  The  friends  then  said  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  now  is  peramently  buried,  the 
other  dispositions  being  temporary  ar- 
rangements. But  it  did  not.  On  Nov.  7, 
1876,  Terrence  Mullen  and  Jack  Hughes, 
of  a  counterfeit  gang,  accompanied  by 
Lewis  Swengels,  came  down  from  Chi- 
cago planning  to  steal  Mr.  Lincoln's  body 
and  hold  it  for  ransom  of  $200,000  and 
the  pardon  of  Ben  Boyd  an  expert  en- 
graver who  had  been  caught  in  the  act,  at 
Fulton,  111.,  of  making  plates  for  coun- 
terfeiting money,  and  had  been  sent  to 
the  penitentiary  at  Joliet. 

The  plot  failed  because  Lewis  Swegles, 
a  Pinkerton  detective  had  been  detailed 
to  watch  Mullen  and  Hughes,  who  had 
been  suspicioned  as  possessing  counter- 
feit money.  When  he  had  gained  their 
confidence  they  disclosed  the  plot  and  he 
came  down  with  them.  The  secret  service 
men  came  by  the  same  train  and  were 
stationed  in  the  register  room  at  the 
south  entrance  of  the  tomb.  After  their 
arrest  they  were  tried  and  sent  to  the 
penitentiary  for  one  year.  There  being 
no  penalty  at  that  time  in  Illinois  for 
such  a  crime. 

Then  the  body  was  hid  some  six  dif- 
ferent places  under  the  monument.  On 
the  22nd  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  death 
his  body  and  that  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  were 
placed  with  four  feet  of  concrete  under 
the  sarcophagus  about  the  middle  of  the 
north  room.  Again  they  said  that  this  is 
Lincoln's  final  interment,  but  it  was  not, 


In  1900  it  was  found  necessary  to  rebuild 
the  tomb.  The  foundation  was  not  .secure 
and  moisture  accumulated  between  the 
veneer  and  the  sustaining  wall  of  the 
oblisk.  and  freezing  of  the  outer  granite 
blocks  were  thrown  out  of  alignment. 

Then  all  the  Lincoln  bodies  were  placed 
in  a  'temporary  vault  nearb.y  and  were 
under  guard  fluring  the  time  of  rebuild- 
ing. In  April,  1901,  the  bodies  were 
brought  back  into  the  monument  and 
Sept.  26,  1901,  Mr.  Lincoln's  body  was 
taken  to  Memorial  hall,  anri  in  the  pres- 
ence of  about  25  people  the  remains  were 
viewed  and  they  positively  iaentified  tiie 
body  and  declared  that  it  was  so  well 
preserved  that  any  one  could  recognize 
him. 

Then  the  lead  casket  was  sealed  as  it 
had  been  in  1871,  and  taken  to  the  north 
room  of  the  tomb.  An  excavation  was 
made  six  feet  from  the  north  wall,  twelve 
feet  below  the  floor.  The  bottom  was 
filled  with  two  feet  of  concrete.  Upon 
this  was  placed  a  steel  cage  and  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's body,  rough  box  and  all,  was  de- 
posited within  and  steel  cover  riveted 
thereon.  Liquid  cement  was  poured  over 
it  filling  all  the  vacant  space  and  mas- 
onry was  built  to  the  top  of  the  ground. 
A  few  inches  of  soil  was  placed  over  it, 
and  there  is  four  feet  space  to  the  floor, 
making  the  body  encased  in  tons  of  iron, 
stone  and  cement  ten  feet  below  the  floor 
six  feet  south  of  the  north  inside  wall. 

At  the  time  the  officials  were  severaly 
censored,  but  as  the  years  go  by  the 
statement  that  Lincoln  featui-es  are  per- 
fectly preserved  after  all  these  years  will 
be  appreciated  by  the  millions  of  his  ad- 
miring friends,  as  they  come  and  go.  Sci- 
entists declai'e  that  if  it  is  that  well  pre- 
served after  36  yeai's  it  will  remain  the 
same  for  all  time.  For  thir-ty  years  the 
guests  were  told  to  go  to  the  north  end 
look  through  the  grating,  see  the  sar- 
cophagus, find  the  front  pedestal,  six 
feet  from  the  door,  or  north  wall  under- 
neath this,  ten  feet  below  the  floor  with 
head  to  the  west  Mr.  Lincoln's  body  is 
placed  and  to  make  it  more  specific  they 
were  told  "a  wreath  to  the  right  on  the 
floor  is  over  his  head  and  a  ^vl•eath  to 
the  left  is  over  his  feet." 

It  was  not  necessary  to  move  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's body  in  the  1931  construction,  but 
the  cenotaph  was  placed  six  feet  and 
thirty  inches  south  from  the  inside  north 
wall,  with  foundation  as  low  as  that  of 
Wi\  Lincoln's  grave. 

Six  feet  from  the  wall  or  thii'ty  inches 
north  of  the  cenotaph  and  ten  feet  belov? 
the  floor  is  the  present  location. 


u 


ALLENTOWn'' MORNING    CALL,    MONDAY,    FEBRUARY    25.    1935  '^"^^^'■X^^''^'^^  ^ 


Last  Man  to  See  Face 

Of  Lincoln  Tells  Story 

linsmitli  Opened  Coffin  to  Determine  Whether  Body 
Still  Was  There 


"The  president's   features  were   well   preserved   and   lie   iippcaied   jii.sl 
as  he  did  in  pictures  1  had  secu," 


Story  of  WTtness 

Tlial  tinsmith  now  lives  in  tlnis  pic- 
turesque   sea    toast    town   in    Oregon. 
He  was  tlic  last  man  to  look  upon  the 
face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  Charles  , 
L.  Willey,  69.  wlio  is  still  a  tinsmith."     | 

"In  1901  I  was  living  in  Springfield,"  | 

'  WUley  remembers,  "and  v.aii  working 

'  as  a  tinsmith  in  my  uncle's  plumbing 
shop.    That  year,  as  in  preceding  years, 

1  there   alway.s  were  fresh  nnnors  that 

;  Lincoln's  body  had  been  stolen.  So 
frequent  were  the  stories  that  finally 
a  committee  of  19  men  was  appointed 
to  view  and  identify  the  body.  Among 
them  was  the  acting  governor,  John  J. 
Brenholt,  and  M.  O.  Williamson,  state 
treasurer. 

"On  the  moniing  of  Sept.  26,  1901, 
I  was  requested  to  go  out  to  the  mem- 
oiial  tomb,  after  the  red  cedar  casket 
had  been  raised.  On  the  top  side  at 
the  head  of  the  casket  was  a  large  zinc 
covering,  placed  there  m  1888  when  the 
casket    was    first    opened    to    quiet    a 

]  rumor. 

"As  I  began  to  work  with  my  tools, 
Llie   comniittee,   with   faces  grave  and 

I  inlere.sted,    stood    around    in   a   circle. 

I  .Soon  I  had  thr-  zinc  covrriiia  open  and 

I  ihe  face  of  Abraliam  Lincoln  was  ex- 
po.scd  to  the  world  once  more.  Not 
one  of  us  said  a  word;  we.  just  stood 
Ihero  and  gazed.    Then  one  by  one  tlie 

I  committee   members   stepped  up   close 

'  and  looked  at  LincoJji 

A    Solemn    Oi-<asioii 
"There   \va.s  no  ceremony;   it  was  a 

l.solfniii  oci-iiMon  and  no  i-unoslly  scek- 
ri'.s  wrvr  Hdiijitted.  Be.sides  tlie  coin- 
niilrpr  and  me.  there  wa;.  Ed  .lohn.^on. 

'keeper  of  Die  niojinnient.  who  knew 
Bhd  loved  t.incohi.  lie  was  permitted 
to  ga'/p  a  I.  the  body  that  ho  :m  careful- 
i.V   guarded. 

"Tlir  presiriMiCs  rcatinf.-,  were  well 
preserved  and  he  appeared  ju.'-l  as  lie 
did  in  pictures  1  had  seen  of  him.  He 
WHS  dre.s.sed  in  a  black  .suit,  while  shirt 
\\itli  collar  atta'-lied  and  black  tie.  The 
pillow  of  tin  conin  had  iTceded  and 
11.^-  hf-ad  WHN  tln-ov>ii  back  and  .slightly 
i()  uiu  .side.  The  .same  melanclioly 
look  wa.s  upon  Ills  face. 

•'When    the    coiiimiUcc    had.  assured 
nvlf  Ihat  it   vas  Liiicobi's  body  con-, 
lained   ui   the  casket.   1   wa.s  in.~lructcd  : 
10  seal  the  zinc  covevmu'.     I  did  it  with 

'   lead,  and  1   wa.s  the  last   i..  Iiuil;   upon 

;   (he  t'acc  of  Abraham  Lim-'jln." 


By  RICil.IKI)   H.   SVRING  / 

Central  Press  Correspondent 
COQUILLK,   ORE.    (CP).— Abraliam 
Lincoln's  body  has  been  stolen! 

This  was  the  rumor  terrifying 
Springfield,  111.,  in  1901.  Ever  since 
November,  1376,  v.hen  the  Gould 
brothers  had  mo^ed  Lincoln's  ca.sket 
halfway  out  of  the  sarcophagus,  only 
to  be  frightened  away,  Illinois  people 
were  being  .stirred  by  fresh  rumors. 
There  was  always  the  fear  that  the 
body  would  be  stolen  and  held  for  raji- 
Bom. 


So  in  1901,  when  rumors  occurred  | 
again,  the  Lincoln  monument  commit-  | 
tee  at  Sprmgfield,  to  quiet  people's 
fears,  ordered  the  casket  opened  pre- 
paratory to  placing  it  permanently  in 
a  steel  case,  reinforced  and  inclosed  by 
cement  several  feet  below  the  marble 
sarcophagus-  A  Springfield  tinsmith 
wa.s  hired  to  cut  away  the  zinc  cover- 
ing, and  then  seal  It  again. 


WEEK       BY       WEEK 
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CONDITION   OF   LINCOLN'S   BODY 

Covipiled  by  HBBBiiriT  Wells  Fay,  Custodian  Lincoln's  Tomb 


The  people  generally  are  mystified  and 
even  undertakers  are  surprised  that  the 
Lincoln  body,  after  all  these  years,  is  in, 
excellent  state  of  preservation.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  methods  of  embalming  at 
that  time  w^ere  not  sufficiently  developed 
to  pioduce  such  results  and  there  is  con- 
stant inquiry  for  an  explanation. 

At  the  time  of  Lincoln's  death  all  the 
preservative  precautions  in  use  were  em- 
ployed. His  body  was  disemboweled. 
Death  was  sudden  and  he  had  no  super- 
fluous flesh. 

The  Ca.skct 

At  Washington  a  wooden  casket  was 
made;  within  this  a  lead  casket  was 
placed.  Inside  of  the  lead  was  another 
woodtn  caskec  whicii  held  Mr.  Lincoln's 
remains. 

In  other  words  a  sheet  of  lead  about 
the  thickness  of  ordinary  water  pipe  was 
placed  between  the  two  layers  of  the  cas- 
ket. The  lead  was  soldered  along  the 
edges  making  it  air  tight.  The  lead 
kept  all  moisture  out  and  the  scientists 
say  had  much  to  do  with  the  preservation 
of  the  body. 

When  they  were  through  viev/ing  the 
remains  at  Washington  a  lead  cap  or 
cover  was  placed  upon  the  top  of  the 
casket  which  was  hemetically  sealed. 
Disinfectant  known  in  that  day  were 
used  and  all  precaution  taken. 

An  opening  was  made  in  the  top  so 
that  the  body  could  be  viewed. 

Shipped  To  Springfield 

The  first  stop  was  at  Baltimore,  then 
Harrisburg,  and,  on  to  Philadelphia. 
Thousands  of  people  viewed  the  remains 
at  each  stop. 

From  Philadelphia  the  remains  were 
transferred  to  New  York  where  they  re- 
mained two  days.  The  next  stop  was  up 
the  Hudson  at  Albany  and  then  at  Buf- 
falo. From  Buffalo  they  were  taken  to 
Cleveland  and  then  to  Columbus.  From 
there  the  next  stop  was  at  Indianapolis 
and  then  to  Chicago,  where  the  body  was 


taken  to  the  city  hall  and  remained  for 
two  days,  after  which  they  were  sent  to 
Springfield,   arriving  on   May  3,   18G5. 

Thousands  and  thousands  of  the  ques- 
tions that  are  asked  may  be  answered 
by  understanding  the  following  condi- 
tions. At  eacn  of  the  places  where  the 
funeral  train  stopfied  all  the  U.  S.  sol- 
diers located  in  that  vicinity  at  liljerty 
were  ordered  to  be  present  as  a  military 
guatd.  In  cities  where  the  remains  were 
moved  from  tne  train  and  taken  to  some 
public  building  the  soldiers  marched 
along  besidi-'  the  funeral  party,  acting  as 
guards  of  honor.  To  the  next  generation 
or  two  these  guards  of  honor  become 
honorary  pall  hearers  and  finally  the  tra- 
dition in  the  family  is  that  the  grand- 
father was  Lincoln's  pall  bearers. 

Guests  at  Lincoln's  tomb  will  ask: 
*'Have  you  a  list  of  the  pallbearers?" 
The  answer  is,  "At  what  city?" — as  at 
the  various  places  where  Lincoln's  body 
was  taken  from  the  train  prominent  per- 
sons in  addition  to  the  military  escort  of- 
ficiated as  actual  or  honorary  pall  bear- 
ers. 

Generally  when  a  guest  at  the  tomb 
says  that  his  grandfather  was  a  Lincoln 
pall  bearer,  it  develops  that  the  grand- 
father was  in  the  U.  S.  army  and  acted 
as  army  escort  at  some  of  the  cities  men- 
tioned above. 

Guests  also  say:  "My  giandfather  was 
engineer  of  the  train  that  brought  Lin- 
coln from  Washington  to  Springfield." 
Any  railroader  will  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  the  following:  Generally  speaking,  a 
new  engineer  will  be  used  for  each  divis- 
ion of  a  railroad.  While  the  Lincoln  car 
that  a  few  yeais  ago  burned  in  the  yards 
in  Minnesota,  conveyed  Lincoln's  body 
and  his  son  Willie  from  Washington  to 
Springfield,  yet  probably  a  dozen  engines 
were  used  during  the  trip. 

We  have  an  original  i)hoto  of  the  train 
and  its  engine  at  Harri-^burg,  Pa.,  and 
also  of  tlie  engine  that  brought  the  train 
from   Chicago   to   Springfield.     It  seems 


,  San  Diego,  CaL,  Friday,  Feb.  12, 

BODY  OF  LINCOLN 

LAST  VIEWED  BY 

GUARD  IN  1901 


By  GROVEK  M.  DICKMAN 

Note:    The   following  was  com- 
piled   from    the    records    of    Mrs. 
Evelyn  More,  San  Diego  resident, 
and    personal    friend    of    Mr.    and 
Mrs.    Lincoln    during    her    child- 
hood.  Mrs.  More  was  present  dur- 
ing the  removal  ceremonies. 
On  Sept.  26,  1901,  the  casket  con- 
;  tajning  the  body  of  Abraham  Lin- 
1  coin   was  removed   from   the   crypt 
j  in    the   sepulcher  and    placed    in    a 
I  steel  cage,  reinforced  and   enclosed 
I  by  cement,   several  feet   below   the 
i  marble  sarcophagus. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  proof 
that  the  body  in  the  casket  was  that 
of  the  great  emancipator,  and  that 
the  attempts  of  vandals  in  1876  to 
steal  the  body  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful, the  body  wa.s  viewed  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  Lincoln  mon- 
ument, several  members  of  the  Lin- 
coln guard  of  honor,  and  some  oth- 
ers on  the  day  of  the  final  removal 
in  1901.  This  was  the  last  time  that 
anyone  has  looked  upon  Lincoln's 
remains. 

The  casket  was  extremely  long 
and  shallow.  The  extraordinary  di- 
mension's were  noticeable.  It  was 
not  cedar,  as  generally  supposed. 
The  casket  was  laden  with  cedar 
covering  that  had  become  impaired 
and  had  fallen  away  in  many 
places. 

The  remains  were  dressed  in  a 
suit  of  blackcloth,  white  shirt  with 
collar  attached  and  a  large  black 
stock,  such  as  he  generally  wore 
during  his  lifetime.  The  pillow  of 
the  coffin  had  receded,  the  head  was 
thrown  back  and  slightly  to  one 
side.  The  features  were  unaltered. 
On  the  face  were  melancholy  and 
care.  The  miniature  painted  by 
William  Patterson  from  an  un- 
touched negative  by  Brady,  is  con- 
sidered the  best  likeness  of  Lin- 
coln. 

Those  signing  the  certificate  of 
identification  of  the  remains  were 
acting  Gov.  John  J.  Brenholt,  M. 
O.  Williamson  and  Joseph  H.  Free- 
man, state  treasurer,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  Lincoln  guard  of 
honor  who  were  present  at  the  orig- 
inal burial.  Nineteen  persons  in 
all  attended  the  removal  ceremon- 
ies, only  eight  of  whom  still  are 
living. 

451   Flags   in  Hall 

There  are  451  (^ivil  war  flags  in 
Memorial  hall  in  the  Centennial 
building  in  Springfield;  111  They 
include  the  13th  Illinois  infantry 
flag,  the  fiist  flag  to  fly  over  Rich- 
mond after  that  city  was  captured 
The  story  is  that  the  flag  had  been 
taken  earlier  in  the  war  and  kept 


as  a  trophy  in  Libby  prison  A 
Massachusetts  soldier  found  it  and 
hung  it  from  a  window  as  the  rebels 
left  the  city 

Civil  war  battles  numbered  2261. 

The  Lincoln  home  at  the  north- 
oast  corner  of  Eightli  and  Jackson 
sts.  in  Springfield  was  deeded  to 
the  state  by  Robert  Lincoln,  son  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  after  the  death 
of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  the  widow, 
on   July  16,   1882 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  Lincoln 
wrote  to  Guthbert  BulK»i.t  of  New 
Orleans:  "I  am  in  no  boabttwl 
Diood.  ,  I  shall  aot  da  more  tl>9n  I 
qan,  birfe;sl»aiU  Ad  .alj^l  cak,lq  '<av« 
the  government  wtich  is  my  sworn 
,  .  -  '  •'^'•-  ..""  wi  .ei  /x  b,ip  ,  .-J."-; 
duty  as  well  as  myu-m  hiual.AiX-' 
shali    do    fii.tJiiug  '  m 


as 
clination. 


malice.  ,i  What  f  ,fic^\  -^^f^    i^,'  tpo 


W  K  E  K      BY      W  E  E  K 


CHICAGO  MAN  SEES  LINCOLN'S  BODY 

CoiniJii'il  liil  Hr:i<iii:nT  Wkli  s  Fay,  Cusloiti.tii  oj  I    nri.lii  'J',, ml, 

Mr.  Lincoln's  body  laid  in  state  in  Chi-  there  he  lay,  the  piesident  of  the  Unitetl 
cago,  May  2,  IhGiJ,  and  a  procession  six  States,  his  face  very  pale  and  sunken, 
or  oiji-ht  abreast  passed  by  all  day  long  his  black  luiir  and  thick  Itiack  beard 
and  vieweii  the  icmains.  The  followinj>:  showing-  very  jdainly." 
sti>iv  by  an  eye  witness  Vrill  find  place  Mr.  McKenna  said  he  and  Luke  Coyne 
in  many  Lincoln  fikis.  The  report  is  as  got  in  the  line  three  times  that  day  and 
follows:  viewed  the  body  that  many  times.  After- 
John  J.  McKenna,  Chicago,  who  served  ward  they  sat  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
as  the  original  "Mr.  Hennessey"  in  the  chamber  of  commerce  building,  then  un- 
Mr.  Dooley  stories  of  the  old  days,  will  <J<-^'-  cun.struclion  on  Washington  street, 
obsei've  his  eighty-second  birthday  an-  and  watched  the  crowds  coming  out  of 
niversary  today.  To  those  who  gather  the  Washington  street  entrance  of  the 
to  e.vtend  congratulations,  ho  will  recite  court  house. 

the  great  event  of  his  life,  when  he  gazed  "Kven    though    we    were    hungry,    not 

on    the    face    of    Abraham    Lincoln    in    a  having  had  any  lunch  at  all,  we  continued 

^yf£j,^  sitting  theie  watching  the  crowds.  Then 

,. ,         „     ,,   ,.                        ,     i„, ,.„+-,„>f,„i  we  walked  all  the  way  home.    IL  was  late 

"Jawn      Mclvenna    was    a    baietooted  ,        t          ,                ,                 ,             , 

1           <•  ,.              i\4        o    loi'-    ,„i,,.r,  h„  .11-1,1  when  1  got  home  and  my  mother  scolded 

boy  of  ten  on  May  2,  ISbo,  when  ne  and  <•       ,    ■        ,         ^                       ,,      „ 

1         n     I       ■)       f     1^,1-  -,.1   fVio  hrirlv  "1'-'  t'"'   being   late   for   .':upi)cr.    My  feet 

a  pal  walked  mdes  to  look  on  tne  noay  "                ,    ,        .         , 

.    T  •       11-         ■       ,+.,f„    \^    tii«    Pnok  were  so  sore  and  tned  that  I  couldn't  eat 

of    Lnicoln    lymg    in    state    in    the    t  ooU  ^  .,     ,    ,  , 

at  the  table  and  my  mother  served  me  as 


county  courthouse. 

"I'll  never  forget  it  as  long  as  I  live," 
Mr.  McKenna  said  in  Chicago.  "It  was  on 
Tuesday  morning,  May  2,  when  myself 
and  a  friend,  Lukie  Coyne,  who  was  then 
16  years  old,  decided  upon  the  trip.  The 
morning  was  bright  and  clear  and  I  re- 
member we  were  glad  because  we  had  a 
day  off  from  school,  because  the  body  of 
Lincoln  was  lying  in  state  in  the  court- 
house. Luke  suggested  we  walk  down- 
town." 

The  trip  took  two  and  a  half  hours. 
"We  walked  all  that  distance  in  our  bare 
feet  and  without  hats,  and  you  can  be 
sure  that  the  plank  sidewalks  of  that 
day,  hot  in  the  May  sunlight,  gave  our 
feet  plenty  of  trouble,"  McKenna  added. 
"We  didn't  have  a  penny  in  our  pockets. 
We  waited  for  a  long  time  to  get  into  the 
courthouse.  The  people  moved  through 
the  corridor  and  then  out  on  the  Wash- 
ington street  side.  We  were  kind  of 
scared.  Everybody  was  quiet  and  solemn. 
Then  came  our  turn  to   pass  the  casket. 

"It  was  on  a  draped  platform  about 
three  feet  high.  I  looked  at  the  face  in 
the  coffin.  My  heart  was  beating  fast.  I 
remeiiiber  being  somewhat  frightened, 
looking  at  the  face  of  a  dead  man.   But 


I  lay  on  a  couch." 


\N.^ 


-^  V 


LAST  TO  LOOK 
ON  THE  FACE 
OF  LINCOLN 


From  the  Coqullle  Courier 


CoquUle  has  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing a  citizen  who  was  unquestionably 
the  last  person  to  look  upon  the  face 
of  the  martyred  president  Abraham 
Lincoln.  That  person  Is  none  other 
than  Charles  L.  Willey,  sheet  metal 
man  on  Front  street,  who  at  the  time 
of  the  Incident  was  a  resident  of 
Springfield,  111.,  and  engaged  In  sipi- 
Uar  business 

The  incident  in  question  took  place 
on  September  26,  1901,  when  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Lincoln  monument 
at  Springfield,  in  order  to  set  at  rest 
all  rumors  that  the  body  of  the  Eman- 
cipator had  been  stolen  by  ghouls  for 
ransoni,  had  the  casket  removed  and 
opened  in  their  presence,  together 
with  some  six  or  eight  other  persons. 
The  casket,  covered  with  zinc  and 
soldered,  was  opened  by  Mr.  Willey, 
a  tinsmith,  and  after  the  inembers 
of  the  party  had  viewed  the  remains 
Mr.  Willey  closed  the  casket  and  re- 
soldered  the  covering,  and  was  thus 
the  last  person  to  look  upon  the  face 
of  Lincoln.  The  casket  was  then 
placed  In  a  steel  cage,  reinforced  and 
Inclosed  with  cement,  several  feet  be- 
low the  inarble  sarcophagus. 

The  Illinois  State  Journal  of  Spring- 
field under  date  of  September  18, 
1932,  carried  an  account  of  the  inci- 
dent of  1901,  together  with  pictures 
of  the  ceremony,  one  of  which  shows 
Mr.  Willey,  together  with  Leon  P. 
Hopkins,  in  whose  shop  he  was  em- 
ployed. The  newspaper  had  a  state- 
ment from  J.  C.  Johnson,  assistant 
state  superintendent  of  public  In- 
struction, as  follows: 

"The  casket  was  very  long  and  very 
wide,  but  very  shallow.  The  extraordi- 
nary dimensions  were  noticeable.  It 
was  not  a  cedar  casket  as  generally 
supposed.  The  casket  was  leadsn,  with 
a  cedar  covering  that  had  become  im- 
paired and  had  fallen  away  in  places, 
evidently  from  age  and  much  han- 
dling. 

'"The  body"  was  dres.sed  in  a  suit  of 
black  cloth,  white  sliirt  with  collar 
attached,  and  a  larg?  black  stock  such 
as  he  generally  wore  during  his  life- 
time. The  pillow  of  the  coffin  had  re- 
ceded, the  head  was  thrown  back  and 
slightly  to  one  side.  The  features  were 
unaltered. 

"Too  much  space  has  been  devoted 
■io  the  Western  habit  of  Illustrating 
his  reasonings  by  means  of  humorous 
stories;  on  the  face,  instead  of  levity, 
sat  melancholy  and  care.  The  minia- 
ture painted  by  William  Patterson 
from  an  unretouched  negative  by 
Brady  Is  the  best  likeness  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln at  this  time,  in  my  opinion. 

"There  were  no  funeral  rites,  but 
everything  was  done  decently  and  in 
order.  The  casket  resealed,  the  door 
was  thrown  open  and  those  In  at- 
tendance dispersed  without  being  dis- 
missed. Any  Inference  that  the  casket 
had  been  stolen,  at  any  time,  and 
never  recovered,  or  that  the  casket 
lowered  into  the  grave  does  not  hold 
the  mortal  remains  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, is  set  at  rest  by  the  official 
statement  issued  by  the  commission- 
ers."' 


T,-IE    OREGON     DAILY    JOURNAL.     PORTLAND,     OREGON 


Villey,   Cliarles  L. 


He  Saw  Lincoln  Last-in  1901 


Retired  TInsmi  +  h 
Sealed  Casket 
After  Committee 
Identified  Body. 

Special  to  The  Record 
COQUILLE,  Ore.,  Feb.  11. 

To  millions  of  Americana  the 
129th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  '  Lincoln  tomorrow  will 
bripg  to  mind  the  picture  of  a  kindly, 
bearded  face. 

But  to  72-year-old  Charles  L.  Wil- 
ley  the  day  recalls  the  face  of  death 
—the  melancholy  dead  face  of  the 
martyred  President.  Willey  is  the 
last  person  who  ever  looked  on  that 
face. 

Today  from  his  retirement  in  this 
little  seacoast  town,  Willey  spoke 
vividly  of  the  macabre  circum- 
stances which  brought  him  his 
unique   claim  to   fame. 

Ghou/s  Feared 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the 
century,  the  nation  experienced  a 
succession  of  terrifying  rumors  that 
the  body  of  Lincoln  was  stolen  from 
its  crypt  in  Springfield,  111,  These 
fears  were  inspired  by  the  attempt 
in  November,  1876,  by  ghouls  to  steal 
the  body  and  hold  it  for  ransom.  The 
casiket  already  was  dragged  half  way 
out  of  the  sarcophagus  when  the 
vandals  were  frightened  away. 

To  quiet  the  fears  of  the  nation 
and  provide  a  suitable  resting  place 
for  the  body  of  the  Kmancipator  the 
Lincoln  Monument  Commission  ip 
1901  ordered  the  casket  opened  pre- 
paratory to  placing  it  permanently 


in  a  steel  cage  reinforced  and  in- 
closed by  cement  several  feet  below 
the  marble  sarcophagus. 

A  tinsmith  was  hired  to  cut  away 
the  zinc  covering  of  the  casket  and 
then  reseal  it.  That  tinsmith  was 
Willey,  then  working  in  his  father's 
plumbing  shop  In  Springfield.  A 
committee  of  19  prominent  men  were 
appointed  to  view  and  identify  the 
body. 

Zinc  Covering 

"I  was  asked  to  go  out  to  the 
memorial  tomb  on  the  morning  of 
September  26,  1901,  after  the  red 
cedar  casket  was  raised,"  Willey  re- 
called today.  "On  the  top  side  at  the 
head  of  the  casket  was  a  large  zinc 
covering,  placed  there  in  1888  when 
the  casket  first  was  opened  to  quiet 
a  rumor. 

"As  I  started  to  work  with  my 
tools,  the  committee  stood  around  in 
a  circle.  Faces  were  grave  and  in- 
terested when  I  had  the  zinc  cover- 
ing open  and  the  face  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  exposed  to  the  world 
once  more. 

"We  just  ^tood  there  and  looked. 
Not  one  of  us  said  a  word.  Then  one 
by  one  the  committee  members 
stepped  up  close  and  looked  at  Lin- 
coln. There  was  no  ceremony.  It  was 
a  solemn  occasion  and  no  curiosity 
seekers  were  admitted.  Beside  the 
committee  and  myself  there  was 
only  one  other.  He  was  Ed  Johnson, 
keeper  of  the  monument,  who  knew 
and  loved  Lincoln.  He  was  allowed 
to  gaze  at  the  body  he  guarded  so 
carefully. 

Well   Preserved 

"Features  of  the  President  were 
well  preserved  and  he  appeared  just 
as  I  had  seen  pictures  of  him.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  black  suit,  white 
shirt  with  collar  attached  and  black 


tic.  The  pillow  of  the  coffin  had  re- 
ceded and  the  head  was  thrown 
back  and  slightly  to  one  side.  A 
melancholy  look  was  on  his  face. 

"When  the  committee  had  assured 
itself  it  was  Lincoln's  body,  I  was 
instructed  to  seal  up  the  zinc  cover- 
ing. 

"I  sealed  the  casket  again  with 
lead,  and  I  was  the  last  person  to 
look  on  the  face  of  the  great  Presi- 
dent." 

Lincoln's  tomb  has  passed  through 
three  stages  since_  it  was  first  built 
with  funds  publicly  subscribed  in 
1869.  In  1901  the  obelisk  which 
crowns  it  was  heightened  and 
changes  were  made  in  the  stonework 
and  masonry. 

Renovated  In  1930 

In  1930  the  State  of  Illinois  com- 
pletely renovated  the  memorial. 
Circular  halls  leading  to  a  room 
containing  the  sarcophagus  are 
lined  with  evenlf^  spaced  bronze 
statuettes,  the  work  of  Lorado  Taft, 
Daniel  Chester  French,  Leonard 
Grunelle,  Fred  M.  Torrey,  August 
St.  Gaudens,  and  A.  Weiman.  A 
giant  bronze  head  of 'Lincoln  by 
Gutzon  Borglum  stands  on  a  granite 
pedestal  at  the  outside  entrance.  The 
tomb  was  dedicated  by  President 
Hoover. 

In  the  last  17  years  more  than 
2,000,000  visitors  have  signed  the 
tomb  register  and  possibly  twice  that 
number  have  visited  the  shrine  with- 
out the  formality  of  signing  their 
names. 

Lincoln's  body  rests  six  feet  from 
the  inside  north  wall  of  the  tomb,  10 
feet  below  the  floor,  with  head  to  the 
West.  The  crypts  are  visible  across 
a  hallway  and  facing  the  cenotaph. 
In  the  one  to  the  East  is  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln's body.  Willie  and  Eddie,  sons 
who  died  in  childhood,  are  in  the 
next    crypts,    while    Tad    is    in    the 
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Action  Stilled  Ru- 
mors GhoulsWere 
Holding  Remains 
for  Ransom. 


third.  Eddie,  whose  name  was 
Edward  Baker  Lincoln,  was  named 
in  honor  of  Colonel  Baker,  who  was 
a  United  States  Senator  from  Ore- 
gon; Eddie  was  born  March  10,  1846, 
and  died  in  Springfield  on  February 
1,  ;850. 

The  only  one  of  the  Lincoln  child- 
ren who  grew  to  manhood  was  the 
first  son,  Robert  Todd,  who  died  in 
July,  1926,  in  Vermont.  He  is  buried 
in  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 
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Honest  Abe^s  Debt  Paid 
I     After  a  52-Year  Delay 

I  Man   Who  Opened  His  Coffin 
Gets  $3  and  Interest 

SPRINGFIELD,  111.,  Feb.  12  (/P).— 
Leon  P.  Hopkins,  eighty-seven  years 
old,  had  a  $22.76  check  today  in  pay- 
ment for  some  soldering  and  cutting 
work  on  Abraham  Lincoln's  coffin 
fifty-two  years  ago. 

On  April  14,  1887,  Hopkins  opened 
a  small  section  of  Lincoln's  cofRn 
so  the  body  could  be  identified  to 
squelch  rumors  it  had  been  stolen. 
He  was  promised  $3  for  the  work, 
but  never  turned  in  a  bill.  Yester- 
day Attorney  Francis  Garvey  of 
Chicago  gave  Hopkins  a  check  to 
cover  the  original  bill  plus  interest. 


Lost  to  see  the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  these  members*  of  the  Illinois  Lincoln 
commission  posed  after  the  secret  re-interment  of  the  casket  in  the  new  me- 
morial at  Springfield  thirty-six  years  ago  this  month.    They  were  assigned  to 
quash  rumors  that  ghouls  had  stolen  the  body.       (Acme  photo.) 


LMui  iffffU  fLnouno  lu  luui\ 

UPON  FACE  OF  EMANCIPATOR 
^^'ATELL  OF  HISTORIC  OCCASION 


ij  The  two  last  persons  to  look  up- 
on the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln — 
the  one  In  an  official  capacity,  and 
the  other  as  an  artisan — are  living 
in    Springfield. 

Both,  naturally,  are  men  of  more 
than  seventy  years  of  age,  and  both 
remember  every  detail  of  the  inci- 
dent as  one  of  the  most  vivid  in 
their  lives.  They  are  Leon  P.  Hop- 
kins, a  carpenter  and  plumber  who 
resides  at  431  South  New  Street, 
and  Judge  B.  D.  Monroe  o£  615  West 
Edwards  street. 

Hopkins   it   was  who   opened   Lin- 
coln's casket   in   1901,  and   who   later 
soldered   In    place   the   piece   of   lead 
■which    covered    the    late    president's 
iface  for  the  last  time,  Judge  Monroe,' 
who    was    assistant    attorney    gener- 
al  at  that   time,   wfiB   one   of   a    little 
jpax-ty,  the  members  of  which  decided 
Eto   assure   themselves   that    the    body 
[of  the  assasinated  president  was  still 
in    the    -vault    before    it    was    sealed 
iforever    with    thw^t    of    his    wife    and 
children  beneath   twf>'-"*>  feet  of  con- 
crete   at    the    base    of    the    nionumnt 
in   Oak   Ridge  cemetery. 

The  date  on  which  this  solemn  in- 
cident occurred  has  been  given  var- 
iously, but  information  from  Her- 
bert W.  Fay,  present  custodian  of 
the  tomb,  gives  it  as  September  27, 
1901. 

It  was  to  answer  the  question 
,ftf,  the  .  inereduloiis  _wta..,jiiisiLt.  Jaai'a. 
been  tempted  to  say,  "Yes,  you've 
got  a  body  buried  safely,  but  whose 
Is  it?  How  do  we  know  it's  Lin- 
', coin?"  that  the  ceremonial  was 
conducted  at  that  time,  and  satls- 
I'faction  guaranteed  that  it  was  the 
body   of   Lincoln  entombed. 

Judge    Monroe    and    Mr.    Hopkins 
tell    their   story   in    Interesting   fash- 
ion, the  one  furnishing  details  which 
•■the  other  might  have  forgotten.     But 
the  gist  of  the  matter  is  the  same. 

Judge  Monroe's  Account. 
■  "Back  in  July  4,  1876,"  Judg6  Mon- 
roe said  in  describing  the  historical 
incident:  "an  attempt  was  made  to 
steal  Lincoln's  body.  Government 
agents  had  gotten  wind  of  the  plot 
in  some  manner  or  other  broke  in  on 
,the  robbers  just  after  they  had  pried 
the  stone  lid  off  the  sarcophagus, 
which  stood  then  in  the  old  monu- 
ment. The  men  were  each  senten- 
ced to  serve  a  year  in  a  penitentiary. 

"Begardless  of  the  fact  that  the 
attempt  was  frustrated,  rumors  trav- 
elled far  and  wide  that  his  body 
waa  no  longer  in  the  tomb.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  it  was  decided 
to  tear  down  the  old  monument  and 
construct  a  nev-  one  that  the  trust- 
ees decided  to  definitely  decide  the 
matter.  When  the  old  monument  was 
torn  away,  the  caskets  containing 
the  bodies  were  carried  to  a  tem- 
porary valut  constructed  north  and 
wegt  of  the  site.  It  was  when  the 
boxes  were  moved  back  into  the  new 
monument  for  the  final  bm-ial  that 
the  party  gathered  In  the  south  room 
of   tlie  new  tomb. 

"The  little  group  that  assembled 
on  that  eventful  fifternoon  includ- 
ed beside.s  inyself,  Jacob  Thompson 
and  Ross  Culver,  both  of  this  city; 
Mrs.  Alfred  Nayliss  of  Kent,  O.,  then 
Miss  Clara  Kern.;  W,  O.  Williamson 
of  Galesburg;  Joseph  II.  Freeman 
of  Aurora;  Bernholt,  who  was  act- 
ing   as    governor;    all    of    whom    are 
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HOPKINS. 


bim  in,  he  wrote  me,  and  asked  him 
if  he  could  do  anything.  He  said 
(I'p  could,  and  powdered  some  white 
chalk.  This  ho  m.ade  into  a  very 
vine  paste  and  spread  over  the  face.* 
:  "When  I  turned  away,  Hopkins 
put  back  the  piece  of  lead  plate  and 
fecrewcd  back  the  cedar  lid  and  we 
Jowered,  then  and  there,  the  caske* 
Into,  the  twelve  fcot  hole,  along  side 
of  those  of  his  wife  and  cliildren. 
V\'e  remained  until  concrete  was  be- 
jng   poured. 

:  "Then  we  returned  to  our  offices  ^ 
f^nd  Ross  Culver,  chairman  of  the, 
commission,  made  out  the  certificate' 
which  was  meant  to  still  reports,' 
that  Lincoln's  body  had  been  stolen' 
by   gluUils.  ,    ■ 

Bar   Newspaper   Men. 

'  "No  newspaner  men  j^reie  admitted, 
lo  the  room.  I  tried  to  get  the  com- 
mission to  let  them  in  but  they 
halked — wanted  to  do  it  in  secrecy.^ 
So  the  newspaper  men  got  pretty' 
mad    and    said      some   terrible   things 

iibout  members  of  the  party  for  sev- 
eral weeks     fterward. 

'  "However,  the  purpose  of  the 
whole  visit  was  realize  .  We  found 
beyond  all  doubt  that  Lincoln's  body 

-Was  still  there — and  we  know  now  J 
(.hat    It    will    be    thei-e    forever." 

Hopkins  describes  his  share  of  the 
situation,    every    detail    of    which    is 

'vividly  clear  In  his  mind.  He  tells 
that  he  was  busy  at  his  office  one 
day  when  called  on  the  telephone  by 
Edward  Johnson,  who  was  later  cus- 
todian of  the  monument,  and  who 
hsked  him  to  take  his  soldering  tools 
and  a  piece  of  sheet  lead  to  the 
monupient. 

This  he  did,  and  cut  out  a  piece 
of  sheet  lead  .  which  encased  the 
cedar  coffin,  and  from  a  place  di- 
ji'ectly  over  the  dead  president's  face.. 


Then   he  removed   the  piece  of  wood 
he  tip  o.  a  keyhote'sfew.' 

Hopkins   Describes   Face. 

He,  too.  says  that  Lincoln's  fea- 
tures were  exactly  as  they  looked 
In  the  photographs.  "About  ;  his 
mouth  was  just  a  suggestion  of  a 
kindly  smile"  he  sa-'-^.  "Sort  of  sor- 
rowful, but-well,  it  was  just  Abe 
Lincoln,    like    his   picture." 

Every   line,  according  to  Mr.  IJop-^ 


S.  McCullough,  George  M.  Black 
Clinton  L.  Conkllng.  Joseph  P.  Llnd; 
ley,  Major  Edward  Johnson,  Mrs 
Edward  S.  Johnson  and  Jasper  N 
Reece   who   are   now        ^d. 

-  -"'After  the'  casiret-\v-air--carrled--ittttyJ|"yvKirnie  tip  o.  a  keyhote"sfew.- 

the    room,    members    decided    not    to 

open    it    and    even    went    so    far    as 

to  send  away   Hopkins.     There  were 

newspaper  men  outside  the  door  and 

I  knew   if   the   casket   wasn't   opened 

those  boys  would  be  writing  all  sorts 

of  things  about  our  failure  to  make 

out    the    certificate,    so    I       reasoned 

with  the  committee  and   tliey  finally 

sent    a    runner    after    the    carpenter. 

He  returned   and   removed   the  stone 

lid.      Then   he    unscrewed    the    lid    of 

the  rough  cedar  box  and  at  last  cut 

a  small  square  piece  away  from  the 

sealed  leaden  box  within.    We  looked 

directly   down    upon    his   face. 

Describes  Features. 

"After  the  rest  of  the  party  had 
looked,  I  was  told  to  do  so  and  I 
took  a  very  long  look.  I  can  vividly 
remember  his  face.  1  had  never 
seen  him  in  life;  but  his  face,  well 
preserved,  looked  almost  exactly 
like  It  did  in  pictures.  The  beard 
and  eyebrows  had  fdllen  away  but 
his  black  shock  of  coarse  hair  was 
as .  It  always  had  been.  I  remember 
the  wart  on  his  left  cheek.  His 
ci'avat,  necktie  and  \ all  were  in  per- 
fect shape. 

"I  looked  on  down  to  see  his  hands  j 
I  remember,  but  evidently  something  I 
had      been       stretched      over      them.  ' 
There  were  certain  red  spots  on  the 
front    of    his    coat    I    imagine   a    flag 
hud    been    wrapped    about    his    body. 
When  it  had  rotted  away  it  evident- 
ly  left   the   spots   there. 

"His  forehead  -was  massive  and 
his  hoad  was  larger  than  I  ever  im- 
agined Lincoln's  could  be.  His  face 
was  a  chalky  white.  I  gave  out  a 
statement  to  the  press  at  that  time 
and  a  man  living  In  St.  Louis  wiote 
me.  He  said  he  was  an  undertaker 
in  this  city  when  Llnco'.  .'s  body  was 
first  brought  through  from  Wash- 
ington   and    that     discoloration      had 
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TO  CELEBRATE 
88TH  BIRTHDAY 

Musical  Talent  Submerged 

by  Fame  as  'Last  Man 

to  See  Lincoln' 

He  was  one  of  the  finest  nuisician^ 
figr-nng  in  the  growth  of  Sprini;- 
field,  yet  he  became  nationally 
known  for  an  incident  in  his  life  as 
a  plumber.  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  431 
South  New  strcci,  who  will  cele- 
brate his  eighty-eighth  birthday 
Saturday,  gained  his  national  re- 
known  as  the  last  person  to  view 
the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

In  1887  he  was  called  to  Oak 
Ridge  cemetery  from  his  plumbing 
and  heating  shop  to  open  Lincoln  s 
casket  and  to  view  the  body  with 
several  members  of  the  honorary 
guard.  He  then  soldered  a  new 
piece  of  metal  over  the  spot  he 
liad  opened.  When  the  casket  was 
opened  in  1901,  he  was  also  pres- 
ent. 

He  never  presented  a  bill  for  his 
services.  "The  $3  didn't  amount  to 
much,"  he  said.  He  was  paid,  how- 
ever, on  Lincoln's  birthday  of  this 
year.  Chicago  newspapers  arranged 
for  hini  to  receive  $22.27,  the 
amount  of  his  original  charge  plus 
interest  compounded  semi-annually 
at  4  percent. 

Mr.  Hopkins'  first  interest  has 
always  been  music.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  and  /other  children  in 
his  neighborhood  marched  around 
playing   fifes   and    drums. 

When  he  was  14  years  old,  he 
began  playing  with  Butler's  band. 
His  first  job  was  July  4,  1865,  at 
Elkhart.  In  1870  he  joined  the  Ger- 
man Reed  band.  He  played  with 
the  Watch  Factory  band  until  he 
was  75   years  old. 

He  also  played  in  the  Chatterton 
Opera  House  orchestra.  He  fitted  in 
well  because  he  could  play  several 
Instruments — the  cornet  and  any 
string  instrument. 

Enjoys  String:  Quartets 

Now  Mr.  Hopkins  spend  his  time 
listening  to  the  radio,  especially  en- 
joying string  quartets.  His  greatest 
sorrow  is  that  because  of  an  injury 
to  his  left  hand  nine  years  ago  he 
can  no  longer  play  the  violin. 

A  direct  descendent  of  Stephen 
Hopkins  of  Mayflower  fame,  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  born  in  Springfield 
July  15,  1851.  His  father,  Capt.  Caleb 
Hopkins,  was  a  captain  of  the  Sec- 
ond Illinois  artillery  in  the  Civil 
war  and  had  charge  of  the  armory 
here. 

There  Were  11  children  in  the 
family,  most  of  them  musical.  Mr. 
Hopkins'  only  surviving  brother, 
George  Hopkins,  Alvin,  Texas,  may 
come  to  Springfield  for  the  birth- 
day celebration. 

Mr.  Hopkins  began  learning  the 
plumbing  trade  in  1867.  In  1876  he 
married.  He  now  has  five  children 
living:  Mrs.  B.  M.  Burnell,  Bloom- 
Ington;  Mrs.  Kate  Young,  Para- 
gould,  Ark.;  Miss  Ellen  Hopkins, 
East    Orange.    N.    J.;    Mrs.    Grace 


Last  Man  to  See  Lincoln 
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Leon  P.  Hopkins,  431  Soulh  Neu  stieel,  who  will  cclebiate  his 
eighty-eighth  birthday  anniversary  Saturday,  is  shown  listening  to 
the  radio  play  the  music  he  still  loves  which  he  played  for  many 
years.  He  is  one  of  the  last  living  persons  to  have  seen  the  body  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


LIIIDLSr. 
HiSSIlVOQDiH. 


A  Chicago  newspaper  man,  learning  tiiat 
*  Fleetwood    H.    Lindley,    Springfield    florist, 
f"  had     loolted     upon     Lin- 
i  coin's      face      in      death, 
I  iphoned  him  one   evening 
»_to  ask  him  about  it. 


"I'll   be    glad    to    come 

down  to  the  hotel  where 

you  are  stopping,  and  tell 

you  of  the  incident."  said 

Lindley. 
"No,  no,"  protested  the 

newspaper     man,     "that 

would    be    an    imposition 

because   of   your   age." 

Lindley   started   laugh- 
ing.   "How    old    do    you 

think  I  am?"  he  asked, 

'  ,  "You  must  be  a  very  old  man,"  ventured 

the  newsman. 
'       Lindley  broke  the  newrs  to  him  that  he 
^  was   only  53   years   old   and   well   able   to 
?  come  down  and  see  him. 

Here's  how  Lindley  happened  to  view  the 
;,  .remains  of  Lincoln.  They  were  remodeling 
^:  the  tomb  of  Lincoln  and  during  the  process 
\ht  was  decided  to  cut  the  metal  lid  of  the 
||  coffin.  Lindley's  father,  the  late  Joseph  P. 
kjJndley,  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
[i^managers  of  Oak  Ridge  cemetery,  and  he 
Itook  his  son  with  him  when  a  small  group, 
jfmaking  up  the  official  party,  looked  upon 
if  Lincoln's  face.  Young  Lindley  then  was  14 
f"  years  old. 

The  only  other  person,  now  living,  who 
t.  saw  the  face  of  Lincoln,  is  L.  P.  Hopkins, 
|;431  South  New  street.  He  was  the  plumber 
fwho  cut  the  lid  and  soldered  it  back  in 
Ljace.  |ilr.  Hopkins  is  88  years  old. 
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SAW    LINCOLN 


LEON   P.    HOPKINS. 

Leon    P.    Hopkins,    431    New 

i  street,    will    observe    his   ninety- 

*  first  birthday  anniversary  quietly 

at  his  home,  Wednesday.  He  has 

received  distinction  by  his  cleum 

to  be  the  last  person  to  see  the 

.'  body    of   Abraham   Lincoln.    He 

{  has  been  closely  associated  with 

t  the  development   of  Springfield. 

Mr.    Hopkins    played    in    the 

Watch    Factory    band    sixty-one 

ypars  and  for  thirty-five  years  he 

was  a  member  of  the  Chatterton 

■  Opera  house  orchestra.  He  is  the 

J  son  of  Caleb  Hopkins,  a  captain 

;_^f    the   Second    Illinois    artillery 

■'  in'  the  CiviJ  war. 

He  was  asksid  to  go  to  Lin- 
colii^s  tomb  at  the  time  the 
casket  was  removed  to  its  new 
.  vault  in  1901  and  cut  a  piece 
from  the  casket  so  an  honorary 
guard  could  view  the  body.  He 
then  soldered  a  metal  square  over 
the  hole  and  the  casket  was 
lowered  to  its  new  resting  place. 
Mr.  Hopkns  has  five  children 
living,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Bunnell, 
Bloom ington;  Mrs.  Ellen  Hop- 
kins, East  Orange,  N.  J.;  Mrs. 
Kate  Young,  Mrs.  Grace  Par- 
melee  and  Dr.  Louis  L.  Hopkins, 
all  of  Sprmgnelci^.i)  tiUi^«V*»JL 
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SAW  LINCOLN  BEFORE 
THE  FINAL  INTERMENT 


B.   D.   Monroe  Was  a   Member  of 

Guard  of  Honor  Which  Opened 

the  Casket  In  1901. 


SPRINGFimJD,  111.,  Nov.  9.— A  man 
Who  last  saw  Abraham  Lincoln,  B.  D. 
Monroe,  of  Springfield,  111.,  recently  re- 
called memories  of  the  great  emanci- 
pator's appearance  when  human  eyea 
last  looked  upon  him,  twenty-two  years 
ago.  Monroe  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Lincoln  monu- 
ment, who  secretly  opened  the  mar- 
tyred president's  coffin  before  it  was 
sealed  in  a  huge  mass  of  .st^el  and  con- 
crete beneath  the  shaft  erected  in  his 
honor  fn  Springfield. 

Before  the  trustees  would  certify 
that  Lincoln's  body  actually  was  in  the 
casket,  in  the  face  of  many  rumors  that 
the  body  h^d  been  removed,  they  de- 
termined to  open  the  casket  and  make 
positive  identification.  A  Lincoln  guard 
of  )ionor  was  gathered  in  secret  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  manument.  It  in- 
cluded B.  D.  Monroe,  then  assistant 
attorney  general  of  Illinois;  Jacob 
Thompson,  of  Springfield;  Mrs.  Alfred 
Bayllss,  'of  K«nt,  O.,  then  Itflss  Clara 
KerT);  W.  O.  Williamson,  of  Galesburg, 
111.;  Joseph  H.  Freeman,  Of  Aurora, 
111.;  Ross  Culver,  of  Springfield,  and 
John  H.  Brenholt,  of  Alton,  111.,  then 
acting  governor,  all  of  whom  are  still 
alive;  and  Floyd  K.  Whittemore,  Jaa. 
S.  McCullough,  George  M.  Black,  Cljn- 
ton    L.    CoakUng,    Joseph    P.   Lindley, ; 


Major  Bdward  S.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward S.  Johnsott  knd  Jasper  N.  Reece, 
now  dead. 

The  sarcophagus  was  brought  into 
the  room  and  was  opened.  Inside  was 
a  cedar  box,  and  when  this  was  opened 
by  workmen  a  leaden  casket  was  ex- 
posed. The  casket  was  very  long,  very 
wide  and  very  shallow.  Three  work- 
men with  chisels  began  cutting  an 
opening  over  the  head  and  breast. 
When  they  had  cut  out  and  raised  a 
section  of  the  leaden  lid  the  trustees 
gathered"  and  beheld  Lincoln. 

'•He  looked  Just  like  the  picture," 
said  Monroe  as  he  was  reminiscing. 
"His  features  were  extremely  pallid 
and  that  faint,  sweet  atnile  of  his 
rested  upon  his  lips." 

"His  beard  was  plainly  visible," 
Monroe  continued.  "-Part  of  his  hair 
had  fallen  out.  His  shirt  front  and  his 
black'  silk  stock  were  Veil  preserved, 
but  the  rest  of  his  clothing  had  begun 
to  fall  to  pieces.'  He  had  been  buried 
tWrty-slx   years. 

"I  was  standing  closest  to  the  casket 
as  the  workmen  replaced  the  section 
they  had  cut  from  the  lid.  I  watched 
the  shadow  of  the  lid  fall  across  Lin- 
coln's face  -as  that •face  disappeared 
from   mortal   view   forever."  ^ 

The  rumors  that  Lincoln's  body  no 
longer  rested  within  its  sarcophagus, 
which  caused  the  opening  of  the  casket, 
developed  frorii  ao  attempt  to  steal  the 
body  in  1876. 

Benjamin  Boyd,  an  ongraver,  had 
been  given  a  penitentiary  sentence 
after  his  conviction  on  a  charge  of 
counterfeiting.  Terrence  Mullens  and 
Jack  Hughes,  who  passed  the  counter- 
felt  bills  printed  by  Boyd,  were  unable 
to  ■  operate  with  their  engraver  in 
prison.  They  conceived  a  plan  of  steal- 
ing Lincoln's  body  from  Its  tomb  at 
Springfield  and  holding  it  as  hostage 
for  Boyd's  release. 

,  The'plot  called  for  taking  the  body  in 
a  wagon  to  the  Indiana  sand  dunes  and 
burying  it  between  two  trees  -where 
the  shifting  sands  would  quickly  blot 
out  all  traces  of  recent  digging  The 
counterfeiters  were  then  to  demand  the 
pardon  of  their  engraver  and  the  pay- 
ment of  ?2000,000  for  the  return  of  the 
body.  ^ 

Wind  of  the  plot  reached  Captair 
P.  D.  Tyrrell,  chief  of  the  United 
States  secret  teervice  in  the  Illinois  dis- 
trict. He  assigned  Lewis  G.  Swegles 
to  the  case.  , 

Swegles,  posing  as  a  master  body- 
snatcher  who  supplied  medical  schools 
with  cadavers,  induced  the  conspira- 
tors to  enlist  his  expert  services.  They 
took  him  into  their  confidence  and  on 
the  night  of  Nov.  7,  1876,  the  three 
went  to  the  tomb  equipped  with  saws, 
files,  chisels,  axes  nnrl  'l-^-v  'i-'terns. 
Plotters  Caught   Redhanded. 

The  padlock  on  me  doo.  ot  ....u  tomb 
was  cut  away  and  they  entered  the 
chamber  where  Lincoln's  body  rested. 
The  outer  cover  of  the  casket  was 
pried  off.  The  casket  was  pulled  partly 
out  of  the  sarcophagus  and  work  was 
begun  upon  Its  Ud.  A  signal  from 
Swegles  brought  a  squad  of  secret 
service  pien  stationed  in  another  room 
and  the  plotters  were  caught  redhand- 
ed. They  received  sentences  of  one 
year   in   priscn. 

The  body  was  hidden  In  various 
parts  of  the  monument  following  the 
attciuptcd  theft.  It  was  moved  seven- 
teen tltiies  .before  it  was  sealed  in  Its 
final  resting  place  deep  in  the  founda- 
tions of  the  monument. 


^ 


)ies  at  luu 

Henry  B.  McVeigh,  age  100, 
f  Saluda,  the  la&t  man  to  see 
.be  body  of  Abrabam  Lincohi, 
died  Monday  afternoon  at  St. 
Luke's  Hospital.  He  was  a  native 
of  Springfield,  111,  He  celebrated 
his  100th  birthday  on  Nov.  25 
at  the  home  of  bis  daughter, 
Mrs.  Homer  Noel  of  Saluda. 
Other  survivors  include  another 
daujjhter,  Mrs.  Uoyd  Phelps  of 
New  Siharon,  Ic^va  and  two  sons, 
H.  H.  of  Spokane,  Washington, 
and  Mlason  B.  of  Kansas  City; 
nine  children  and  22  great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  wall  be  held 
today,  Wednesday,  at  2  p.m.  at 
MoFarland  Funeral  Home  in 
Tryon  with  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Neel, 
pastor  of  the  Saluda  Presibyter- 
ian  Church,  officiating.  Inter- 
ment win  be  heJd  later  i^  Port- 
land, Oregon.  ,, 


1.-  I    -L      ^, 


Last  Look  at  Lincoln 
in  Casket  Described 

Chance  Elnabled  Man  to 
Be  Present  When  Of- 
ficials Checked  Story 
Body  Had  Been  Stolen 


Lincoln's  birthday  has  more 
than  ordinary  meaning  for  John 
L,  Bowlus.  He  was  present  51 
years  ago  when  Illinois  officials 
opened  Lincoln's  coffin  and  looked 
for  the  last   time   at   the   great 

emancipator's  body. 

Bowlus,  4141  W.  Martin  dr.,  is 
65.  He  was  14  when  chance  made 
him  a  witness  to  the  historic  but 
little  known  event  in  Oak  Ridge 
cemetery  at  Springfield,  HI. 

Lincoln's  body  was  moved  sev- 
eral times  after  death,  in  em  effort 
to  frustrate  vandals  who  raided 
the  tomb.  There  were  persistent 


— Journal  Stall 

John  L.  Bowlus  saw  Lincoln 

rumors  that  the  body  had  been 
stolen.  That  was  the  situation,  on 
Sept.  20,  1902,  when  Bowlus  was 
called  on  to  witness  history. 

A  Mr.  Freeman,  then  Illinois 
state  superintendent  of  education, 
was  a  Springfield  neighbor  of  the 
Bowlus  family.  About  6:30  p.m. 
that  evening  he  asked  if  John 
could  drive  him  to  an  unspecified 
destination.  John  got  the  chance 
because^  Freeman's  son  "took  a 
drink  sometimes,"  and  this  was 
one  of  the  times. 

Met  Other  Officials 

They  drove  to  Oak  Ridge  ceme- 
tery despite  John's  protest  that 
it  was  closed. 

"It's  not  closed  to  us,"  Freeman 
told  him. 

At  the  cemetery,  they  met  a 
dozen  state  officials  and  Bowlus 
learned  what  they  were  §oing^  to 


of  the  Lincoln  monument  at  Oak 
Ridge  cemetery. 

Bowlus,  with  other  members  of 
the  inspection  party,  was  sworn  to 
strict  secrecy.  More  than  a  year 
passed  before  officials  announced 
that  the  casket  had  been  opened. 

That  was  the  longest  year  in 
the  life  of  young  John  Bowlus.  "I 
was  busting,"  he  said,  "to  tell  the 
news." 

Bowlus  kept  the  secret  even 
from  his  parents.  Now  he  is  the 
last  man  alive  who  can  teU  the 
story. 

do.  He  followed  the  inspection 
party  into  a  dark  catacomb  where 
Lincoln's  casket  lay  conceeiled  un- 
der a  pile  of  boards. . 

The  casket  had  a  three  section 
lid  and  only  the  first  section  was 
raised.  They  could  see  Lincoln's 
head  and  shoulders  and  the  tips  of 
his  fingers.  His  hands  were  crossed 
over  his  breast,  apparently. 

"His  face  was  darker,"  Bowlus 
said,  "but  the  body  was  almost 
perfectly  preserved.  I  don't  think 
we  said  anything  at  all.  It  was 
awe  inspiring,  almost  frightening." 

Lincoln's  beard  had  grown  a  lit- 
tle after  death,  Bowlus  said,  and 
there  were  one  or  two  spots  of 
mold  on  his  black  bow  tie.  Other- 
wise he  looked  very  much  as  he 
did  when  laid  in  state,  37  years 
before.   The  coffin  was  air  tight. 

Son  Gave  Permission 

Robert  Lincoln,  the  president's 
son,  gave  permission  for  the  in- 
spection, but  declined  to  attend. 
Afterward  the  casket  was  placed 
in  a  new  and  final  resting  place 
provided  by  the  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment association.  It  is  embedded 
in  steel  and  concrete  at  the  base 


Was  a  Madison  Woman 


J 


By  LOUIS  W.  BRIDGMAN 

(Secretary,    Lincoln    Fellowship 

of  Wisconsin.) 

When,  on  Sept.  26,  1901,  the  face  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  viewed  for  ^he 
last  time  by  mortal  man,  an  official 
party  of  16  persons,  together  with  the 
remnants  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Hon- 
or, was  privileged  to  be  present  at  the 
memorable  event.  A  Madison  woman, 
who  died  nearly  fn^years  ago,  was  one 
of  the  16,  '*'H*- 

Moreover,  at  her  passing  in  1948  she 
was  the  last  surviving  member,  and 
hence  the  last  living  person  to  have  seen 
the  face  of  Lincoln. 

This    was    Mrs.    Clara    Kern    Bayliss, 
widow  of  Alfred  Bayliss  of  Springfield, 
i'j  [     111 ,. who  resided  at  2G35  Kendall  avenue 
[^     with  her  daughter,  Mi.Ks  Zoe  B.  Bayliss, 
r^    .the  former  assistant  dean  of  women  at 
":         the  University  of  Wisconsin.     Miss  Bay- 
liss died  in  1951.     Both  were  buried  at 
Macomb,   111.,  after  servii'es  in  Madison 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  W.  Swan, 
D.D. 

♦  *         * 

The  20-odd  persons  at  the  historic 
sight  in  Springfield  testified  in  legal 
fashion,  through  official  representatives, 
to  their  conviction  that  these  were  the 
remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  of  no 
one  else. 

Alfred  Bayliss  was  the  state  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  of  Illi- 
nois. With  the  governor  and  state  treas- 
urer he  served  as  a  commissioner  in 
charge  of  the  Lincoln  monument. 
Hence  he  was  included  in  the  party  of 
officials  and  two  wives  who  were  in- 
vited to  view  the  Lincoln  face  for  the 
last  time.  However,  because  he  had  to 
' —  be  absent  from  Springfield,  his  second 
assistant,  Joseph  H.  Freeman,  represent- 
ed him  officially  and  Mrs.  Bayliss  was 
included  by  courtesy.  The  other  woman 
present  was  Mrs.  Edward  Johnson,  wife 
of  the  custodian  of  the  tomb. 

The  surviving  members  of  the  Guard 
of  Honor  were  only  four;  their  chief 
purpose  at  organization  was  "to  guard 
the  precious  dust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
from  vandal  hands." 

*  *         ♦ 

The  facts  about  the  many  entomb- 
ments of  Lincoln  (10  in  all,  some  in- 
duced by  changes  during  construction 
and  reconstruction  of  the  monument), 
and  the  final  depositing  in  concrete  10 
feet  below  the  p  r  e  s  e  n  t  magnificent 
sepulcher,  are  thorouglaly  authenticated 
in  public  records  at  Springfield.  The 
facts  recited  here,  as  we  approach  th^ 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth  Satur- 
day, are  assembled  fiom  materials  sup- 
plied by  the  Illinois  State  Library, 
through  Dr.  Harry  E.  Pratt,  state 
hi.storian. 

Two  principal  factor      nfered  into  the 

decision  to  deposit  the  body  of  Lincoln, 

after  the   many   changes  of  location,   in 

it's  oresent  resting  place  below,  th«  floor 


The  casket  was  reopened  on  .^pril  14, 
1887,  theremains  identified  and  secretly 
buried   beneath   the   sai-cophagus.     Thia 
burial  was  intended  to  be  the  last. 
*        ♦        * 

During  the  1890s  a  commission  was 
appointed  to  r  e  c  o  n  struct  the  tomb. 
When  the  work  was  finished  the  casket 
was  again  returned  to  the  marble  sar- 
cophagus, and  at  the  request  of  Robert 
T.  Lincoln,  the  surviving  son,  was  again 
transferred  to  a  crypt  in  the  sepulcher 
to  await  the  last  interment — Sept.  26, 
1901. 

M.  O.  Williamson,  the  state  treasurer, 
has  left  this  remembrance  of  the  scene 
at  the  last  entombment: 

I  "There  was  Lincoln,  looking  just  like 
bis  last  pictures,  seemingly  asleep.     His 

*  face  was  darker  than  yours  or  'nrirt^,  but 
that  was  to  be  expected.  Otherwise 
there  was  scarcely  a  change.  His 
features  stood  out  as  they  had  been  en- 
graved on  my  memory  from  his  pictures. 
It  seemed  as  though  we  might  have 
spoken  to  him  and  awakened  him.  He 
wore  a  black  bow  tie  and  one  side  was 
slightly  mildewed.  But  those  were  the 
only  signs  of  decomposition  we  cttuld 
observe." 

<^v<-  A.  brochure  of  the  Lincoln  Founda- 
tion, Inc.,  of  Springfield,  a  witness  givei 
this  added  description: 

"The  unfinished  memorial  hall  gave 
one  all  the  weird  impressions  of  a  cata- 
comb. The  walls  were  damp  and  dis- 
colored. An  improvised  paper  curtain 
was  fastened  over  the  window  sash  that 
formed  the  upper  half  of  the  door. 
There  was  no  ventilation. 

"An  incandescent  lamp,  suspended  > 
from  the  ceiling,  threw  over  everything  I 
a  lurid  glow.  A  badly  worn  electric  fan 
jarred  like  a  discord  in  some  mournful 
tune.  No  seats  were  provided  for  the 
invited  guests.  All  stood,  with  uncov- 
ered heads. 

"The  casket  was  very  long  and  very 
wide  but  very  shallow.  The  extraordi- 
nary dimensions  were  noticeable.  It 
was  not  a  cedar  casket  as  generally  sup- 
posed. The  casket  was  leaden  with  a 
cedar  covering  that  had  become  im- 
paired and  had  fallen  away  in  places, 
evidently  from  age  and  much  handling. 

"The  remains  were  dressed  in  a  suit 
of   black  cloth,   white  shirt  with   collar 
attached,  and  a  large  black  stock  as  he 
usually  wore  during  his  lifetime.     The 
pillow    of   the    coffin    had   receded,    the   . 
head   was   thrown   back   and  slightly   to  j 
one  side.     The  features  were  unaltered.  | 
...  On  the  face,  instead  of  levity,  sat  | 

*  melancholy  and  care.  | 

"There  were  no  funeral  rites,  but  I 
everything  was  done  decently  and  in  | 
order.  The  casket,  resealed,  the  doorl 
was  thrown  open,  and  those  in  attend-l 
ance  dispersed  without  being  dismissed. | 

"Any  inference  that  the  casket  had| 
been  stolen,  and  never  recovered,  orS 
♦ho*  th»  easket  lowered  into  the  grave: 
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BEHOLDING  LINCOLN'S  FACE  FOR  THE  LAST  TIME 


A  recent  visit  to  the  Lincoln  Tomb  at  Springfield 
where  the  Cashmans  make  visitors  welcome  and  send 
them  away  with  a  greater  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  Lincoln,  recalled  to  the  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  the 
story  of  the  last  opening  of  the  martyr's  casket. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  made  by  vandals  on  Nov.  7, 
1876  to  steal  the  body  of  Lincoln  and  hold  it  for  ransom, 
was  indirectly  responsible  for  the  formation  of  the 
"Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor."  It  became  a  corporation  un- 
der the  laws  of  Illinois  on  February  13,  1880,  the  or- 
ganization meeting  having  taken  place  at  the  Lincoln 
tomb  on  the  preceding  Lincoln's  birthday.  The  original 
incorporators  were  J.  C.  Power,  J.  N.  Reece,  G.  S.  Dana, 
Jas.  F.  McNeill,  N.  B.  Wiggins  and  Clinton  L.  Conkling. 
The  chief  purpose  of  the  group  was  "to  guard  the 
precious  dust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  vandal  hands." 
Also  the  group  on  the  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  death 
and  later  on  his  birthday,  conducted  appropriate  me- 
morial services. 

George  Francis  Train,  an  eccentric  author,  was  in 
Springfield  on  October  15,  1887  and  may  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  starting  the  rumors  that  eventually  led 
to  the  opening  of  the  casket  four  years  later.  The  press 
dispatch  about  his  visit  states  that  he  "succeeded  in 
creating  a  sensation  today  at  the  tomb  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  .  .  .  Train  declared  unqualifiedly  that  the  re- 
mains in  the  sarcophagus  were  not  those  of  Lincoln  but 
only  a  dummy  or  a  sham."  He  went  on  to  explain  he 
had  reason  to  believe  a  body  was  substituted  for  Lincoln 
when  the  attempt  was  made  to  steal  the  body. 

A  commission  which  had  been  appointed  to  recon- 
struct the  tomb  was  ready  to  place  the  body  in  its  final 
resting  place  when  another  widespread  rumor  was 
afloat.  It  alleged  they  no  longer  possessed  the  body, 
causing  them  to  order  the  opening  of  the  casket  before 
it  was  finally  interred.  A  steel  container,  reinforced  by 
concrete  several  feet  below  the  place  where  the  sarco- 
phagus was  to  stand,  had  been  prepared  for  the  casket. 
On  September  26,  1901,  the  surviving  members  of  the 
Guard  of  Honor  were  invited  to  join  the  commissioners 
with  a  few  other  guests  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  and 
identifying  the  body.  The  members  of  the  Guard  of 
Honor  had  last  looked  upon  the  face  of  Lincoln  on  April 
14,  1887.  The  casket  was  opened,  the  body  identified  and 
secretly  buried. 

The  commissioners:  John  J.  Brinhold,  acting  Governor 
•of  Illinois;  Wm.  U.  Williamson,  treasurer;  and  Joseph 
H.  Freeman,  Assistant  Superintendent  signed  a  cer- 
tificate identifying  the  body. 

The  above  mentioned  Mr.  Williamson  has  left  this 
reminiscence  of  the  occasion:  "There  was  Lincoln,  look- 
ing just  like  his  last  pictures,  seemingly  asleep.  His 
face  was  darker  than  yours  or  mine  now,  but  that  was 
to  be  expected.  Otherwise  there  was  scarcely  a  change. 
His  features  stood  out  as  they  had  been  engraved  on  my 
memory  from  pictures  of  him.  It  seemed  as  though  we 
might  have  spoken  to  him  and  awakened  him.  He  wore 
a  black  bow  tie  like  the  one  I  have  on  and  one  bow  was 
slightly  mildewed.  But  those  were  the  only  signs  of 
decomposition  we  could  observe." 

Supplementing  the  commissioner's  report  the  Guard 
of  Honor  also  subscribed  to  this  certification: 


"Springfield,    Illinois 
September  26,  1901. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  this 
twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one,  we  were  present  at 
the  Lincoln  monument  in  Oak  Ridge  cemetery,  at  Spring- 
field, in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  by  request  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  Lincoln  monument,  acting  in  their 
official  capacity  under  their  appointment,  by  virtue  of 
an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
we  personally  viewed  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  casket  having  for  that  purpose  been  opened  by  di- 
rection of  said  commissioners. 

"We  further  certify  that  the  remains  so  viewed  by 
us  are  in  fact  those  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  that  we  saw 
the  same  before  they  were  first  laid  to  rest;  that  we 
were  each  personally  present  in  the  same  place  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  then  viewed  the  remains, 
and  we  again  identified  them  as  the  same. 

"We  further  certify  that  we  were  present  at  the  place 
and  day  first  above  mentioned  and  saw  the  same  casket 
containing  these  sacred  remains  placed  in  their  final 
resting  place  in  the  Lincoln  monument,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  said  commissioners. 

"Witness  our  hands  the  day  and  year  first  aforesaid. 

(Signed)  George  N.  Black,  Secretary  and  member  of 
the  National  Lincoln  Monument  Association;  J.  N.  Reece, 
Edward  S.  Johnson,  Joseph  P.  Lindley,  Clinton  L.  Conk- 
ling, Members  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor." 

Aside  from  the  three  commissioners  mentioned  and 
the  five  members  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor,  these 
other  persons  were  present  on  the  occasion:  Mrs.  Albert 
Bayless,  James  S.  Culver,  Ross  Culver,  Leon  F.  Hopkins, 
Mrs.  Edward  Johnston,  Fleetwood  H.  Lindley,  B.  D. 
Monroe,  James  S.  McCuUough,  Jacob  Thomson,  Floyd  K. 
"Whfttermore,  Charles  L.  Wiley.  It  will  be  observed  that 
there  were  two  women  present.  Mrs.  Bayless  was  the 
wife  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for 
Illinois,  and  Mrs.  Johnston  was  the  vsdfe  of  the  custodian 
of  the  tomb.  There  were  also  two  boys  who  viewed  the 
remains,  Ross  Culver,  son  of  James  Culver,  and  Fleet- 
wood Lindley,  son  of  Joseph  Lindley. 

Two  of  the  men  present  were  tinsmiths  employed  to 
first  cut  away  the  zinc  covering  of  the  casket  and  then 
reseal  it.  They  were  Leon  L.  Hopkins  and  his  nephew, 
Charles  L.  Wiley.  It  was  Mr.  Hopkins  who  did  the  work 
on  April  14,  1887  and  he  was  again  called  to  assist  in 
opening  the  casket  on  Sept.  26,  1901.  While  he  worked 
alone  on  the  earlier  instance,  he  brought  his  nephew 
with  him  on  this  later  call.  It  was  Wiley  who  did  the 
actual  task  of  resealing  the  casket  in  1901  and  there- 
fore he  was  virtually  the  last  man  to  behold  the  face  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

This  is  Charles  L.  Wiley's  description  of  how  the 
face  and  apparel  of  the  departed  Lincoln  looked  in  1901: 
"The  President's  features  were  well  preserved  and  he 
appeared  just  as  he  did  in  pictures  I  had  seen  of  him.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  black  suit,  white  shirt  with  collar  at- 
tached and  black  tie.  The  pillow  of  the  coffin  head  re- 
ceded and  the  head  was  thrown  back  and  slightly  to  one 
side.  The  same  melancholy  look  was  upon  his  face." 


PT' 


.1.  ^.    D,  if   1 
West  Ohester,  Pa. 
Dec.  7,  1955. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren, 

I  will  appreciate  your  reply  coiicerning  the  folloviring: 

•Id  you  state  in  your  letter  of  April  EO,  1954  "   the 
liest  evidence  available  seems  to  point  to  Charles  L. 
vVilley  to  have  been  the  last  person  Ysfho  loolied  upon  the 
face  of  ,''^br?:hsTn  Lincoln,"^   and  I  agree. 

In   the  book  "Ivlyths  After  Lincoln"  by  Lev/is,  1941, 
page  E65  T  is  stated  that  Koplcins  made  an  opening  in  the 
les.d  box  on  Dec.  21,  1865  III   and  6  friends  of  Lincoln 

looked  in.   Ho¥j  could  this  be  so Hopkins  v/as:born  in 

1851  and  would  only  be  14  in  1865  III    Lev/is  nmst  be 
mistaken  in  that  statement.   Am  I  correct? 

Also,  Lewis  states  that  Hopkins  again  opened  it  on 
Sept.  19,  1871  (Hopkins  Yms  20  years  old)  s,nd  the  same 
6  friends  looked. 

On  Oct.  9,  1874 — an  undertaker  and  v/orker  looked  in- 
to the  lead  casket. 

Again  Hopkins  opened  the  box  in  -Ipril  1887  and  18 
persons  looked. 

And  of  course  he  v/as  again  employed  in  Sept.  1901, 
when  3  of  the  Guard  of  Honor  came  (only  ones  lef  t ) .  a^m^' 
SO  people,  in  all,  luoked. 

Since  ?/illey  v/as  the  last  man  to  vie?/  the  remains 
of  Lincoln,   I  would  now  like  to  know  i/£ho  was  or  who  is 
the  last  mR.n  alive  who  viewed  the  remains  of  Lincoln 
at  any,  of  the"  incidents  when  the  casket  was  opened??.? 
He  or  she  would  have  to  be  living  in  1946  or  later. 

Was  it  Hopkjns  ("./ho  died  in  1946)  .or  the  undertaker 
and  worker  of  1874  ?  ^   one  of  the  18  persons  of  April 
1887  ?   or  one  of  the  SO  who  looked  in  Sept.  1901  ? 


ai.  w.    1.      » 


If  all  the  T^fi-f-poYis  who  viev^the  remains   of  Linooln 
in  T^eo.    1865:    1871;    ^M;   MM;    or   1901  v/ere   d^  by 
TCHA   +.h.-n  Tjm.kins  was   the    last   mn-n   n.l-ive  who   viewed  the 
T^Wiins   at    one    of  the  viev/inp:s.        Perhaps   there  were 
ot£S  who  wege  alive    in  1946,    1947   and  .etc^    or  perhaps 
8:?r7kll_livi^si        thus   t^ey  would  be   the   last   person 
alive  who  viewed  the   remains. 


I  will  appreciate  your  detailed  and  valuable   reply 
about   the  above   questions. 

Snolosed 'please   find  a   stamp  to  cover  cost   of  same, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your   interest   and  ]iind 
Gonsideration. 

Sincerely  yours. 


^f^^Je^  S-  S^^<^^'^^^ 


Jag^jhA 


D«cerab«r  28,  1955 


Mr*  Robert  E«  Swajne 

R.F.D.  fn. 

Vest  Chester »  Pa* 

ffy-  dear  Mr.  Swsiynei 

I  regret  indeed  that  I  cannot  tak&   the  time  to  go  into  a 
thoroiigh  investigation  to  determine  definitely  %iho  is  the  last  living  man 
to  review  the  reiaains  of  Lincoln*  It  seons  to  me  you  have  done  a  pretty  good 
job  in  that  field  and  %fe  have  already  i^otc^raphed  clippings  which  constitute 
about  all  we  know  with  respect  to  the  episode* 

We  attwnpted  to  include  in  Lincoln  Lore  13 J ^  which  we  attach  all 
the  facts  that  we  thought  to  be  pertinent  to  l^e  stoxy* 

Veiy  truly  yours. 


LAWtWC  Director 

enc* 


PAGE  12,  SECTION  1 


SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  1955 


Wisconsin  AState  Journal 

People  &  Opinion 


Here  ar<^  the  16  persons  j(7io  vieiiod  the  body  of  ibruhtnn  Lincoln  just 
before  the  sltdii^cly   propoitioned  leaden  cashet  nus  seeded  foieier: 

Fust  ron,  left  to  ii^ht:  Floyl  K.  ff  hittemore,  Junws  b,  McCullough, 
Joseph  H.  hreemun,  John  J.  Brenholt,  W.  O.  IT  illiunison,  (^eorge  A'.  Bluclci 
B.  D.  Monroe,  James  S.  Culver:  second  row,  J.  C.  1  hottipson,  Clinton  L> 
Conlding,  Joseph  P.  Lindley,  Edward  S.  Johnsom  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss,  Jasper 
N.  Reec.e,  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Johnson;  third  row,  Ross  Culver.  (Leon  P.  Hop- 
kitis,  the  master  plumber,  Charles  L,  fViley,  his  assistant,  and  Fleetwood  H. 
Lindley,  also  were  present.)  The  photo,  taken  by  Guy  Mathis  of  Springfield, 
is  owned  by  J.  C.  Thompson,  Macomb,  III. 


f  IS  §M>mim  mswM 


(Piom  The  State  Register  Collecllon) 

THEY  VIEWED  LINCOLN'S  REMAINS  FOR  LAST  TIME  IN  1901  — 

This  old  photograph  by  the  late  Guy  Mathis  shows  the  group  of  Lincoln  Monument 
,  Commission  and  Lincoln  Guai'd  of  Honor  representatives,  with  a  few  others,  who 
viewed  Abraham  Lincoln's  remains  the  last  time  the  casket  was  opened,  Thursday, 
September  26,  1901,  at  the  Tomb.  The  body  of  the  martyred  President  was  buried  no  fewer  than  ten  times 
in  Springfield,  on  several  occasions  in  places  which  were  expected  to  be  permanent,  before  it  finally 
came  to  rest  in  its  present  location  in  the  Tomb  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery.  JYont  row,  left  to  right:  F.  K. 
Whittemore,  Asst.  State  Treasurer;  J.  S.  McCullouah,  State  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts;  J.  H.  Freeman, 
State  Dept.  of  Public  Instruction;  Acting  Governor  John  J.  Brenholt;  M.  O.  Williamson,  State 
Treasurer;  George  N.  Black;  Judge  B.  D.  Monroe;  Col.  J.  S.  Culver.  In  rear,  left  to  right:  Jacob  C. 
Thompson,  Ro.ss  Culver,  Clinton  L.  Conkling,  Joseph  P.  Lindley,  Maj.  E.  S.  Johnson  (custodian  of 
Tomb),  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss.  Adjutant  General  J.  N.  Recce,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson.  The  casket  was  taken 
from  its  resting  place  in  the  Monument  to  the  memorial  hall,  where  it  \\as  opened  and  the  remains 
viewed.  The  casket  was  then  closed  and  sealed  by  Leon  P.  Ho^'^kins  and  Charles  L.  Willey,  local  tinners, 
after  which  it  was  removed  to  its  new  vault.  An  atmosphere  of  secrecy  surrounded  the  whole  proceeding 
and  the  general  public  was  unaware  of  it  until  appri.ssd  by  the  newspapers.  It  is  thought  that  all  of 
this  group  are  now  dead,  but  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Willey,  the  workmen,  are  still  living. 
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THE     COURIER-JOURNAL,     LOUISVILLE,     KY. 


Louisvillian  Who  Saw  Lincoln^s  Body.  When  Casket 
Was  Opened  Says  He  Looked  Just  Like  His  Pictures 


Body-Snatching 
Rumor  Led 
To  Unsealing 

By  TOM  KARSELL 

"He  looked  just  the  way  I  ex- 
pected him  to  look,  judging 
from  the  pictures  of  him  I'd 
seen." 

Eighty-one-year-old  Ernest 
Stansbury,  1155  E.  Broadway, 
was  speaking  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  is  one  of  the  few  men 
still  alive  to  have  seen  the  16th 
President  of  the  United  States 
and  certainly  one  of  the  very 
last  to  see  Lincoln. 

He  saw  him  in  1901. 

"He'd  been  dead  about  35 
years  then,"  Stansbury  said. 
"They  opened  the  casket  just 
before  they  put  it  in  the  new 
monument;  his  son  Robert  gave 
them  permission." 

Worked  On  New  Monument 

Stansbury  worked  as  a  mason 
on  the  new  monument  and  was 
one  of  eight  men  who  carried 
the  airtight,  leaden  casket  from 
its  former  crypt  in  the  old 
.mausoleum  to  the  120-foot  mon- 
ument in  Springfield,  111.,  where 
it  now  rests,  sealed  in  a  mas- 
sive concrete-and-steel  vault. 

(From  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Dr. 
R.  Gerald  |tfcMurtry,  director  of 
the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foun- 
dation, said  by  telephone  that 
Lincoln's  casket  was  indeed 
opened  September  26,  1901,  be- 
fore it  was  again  entombed  in 
its  final  resting  place.  He  said 


Courier-Journal  Photo 

ERNEST  STANSBURY 

Looked  in  Lincoln's  casket 

that  because  of  rumors  that 
grave  robbers  had  stolen  the 
body,  the  coffin  .was  opened  in 
the  presence  of  20  men  who 
knew  Lincoln  during  his  life- 
time. After  the  former  Presi- 
dent's identity  was  established, 
it  was  resealed.  A  historical  doc- 
ument, McMurtry  said,  mentions 
several  workmei;  were  on  hand.) 

"He  had  lost  a  little  hair  and 
some  of  his  whiskers  wejre  down 
on  his  coat,  but  other  than  that, 
he  looked  just  the  way  he  must 
have  when  they  put  him  away," 
Stansbury  said. 

Stansbury    believes    that    the 


disturbed  hair  was  a  result  of 
the  incredible  plot  of  a  Chicago 
bartender,  in  1876,  to  steal  Lin- 
coln's body  from  the  tomb  to 
ransom  a  counterfeiter  friend 
out  of  Joliet  Prison.  The  plot 
failed  but  the  would-be  body 
snatchers  pried  open  the  mar- 
ble sarcophagus  and  slid  the 
coffin  halfway  out  of  its  con- 
tainer, perhaps  shaking  the  body. 

Filed  By  To  Look 

"He  was  webring  a  black  bow 
tie,  just  like  the  kind  he  always 
wore  in  his  pictures,"  Stansbury 
recalled.  "He  had  on  a  dark  suit 
and  a  white  shirt.  We  all  filed 
by  to  take  a  look." 

The  former  brick  mason  re- 
membered that  there  were  a  "lot 
of  dignitaries  on  hand  at  the 
time.  Robert  Lincoln,  the  for- 
mer President's  son,  was  there 
and  a  lot  of  folks  from  Chicago." 

Purpose  of  moving  the  body, 
Stansbury  explained,  was  to  in- 
stall it  in  the  ne»r  monument 
after  it  was  learned  that  the  old 
m  0  n  u  ment's  foundation  was 
shaky.  "We  rebuilt  it  and  then 
moved  Lincoln's  body  and  the 
bodies  of  the  rest  of  the  family." 

Reassembled  Stone 

The  ColoUel  Culver  Construc- 
tion Company,  Stansbury  said, 
had  the  contract  for  rebuilding 
the  monument  in  1899.  "It  was 
quite  a  job  because  we  had  to  re- 
assemble all  the  stone  that  had 
been  sent  from  the  various 
states. 

"When  it  came  time  to  move 
the  casket,  we  drew  straws  to 
see  who  would  carry  it.    I  was 


one  of  the  eight.  We  first  took 
it  to  the  place  where  the  top 
was  opened — inside  the  monu- 
ment— then  we  put  it  in  its  crypt 
to  be  sealed  over,"  he  said. 

Father  Had  Brickyard 

Stansbury  was  in  his  early 
20's  at  the  time,  "the  youngest 
man  on  the  job,"  but  he  came 
by  his  trade  as  a  Brick  mason 
naturally  enough.  His  father  had 
a  brickyard  in  Greenfield,  111., 
where  he  was  born. 

He's  been  a  brick  mason  ever 
since  and  worked  until  two  ^ears 
ago,  when  he  retired  for  reasons 
of  health.  And  even  as  his  pro- 
fession hasn't  changed  during 
those  years,  neither  has  his  poli- 
tics. He  still  votes  "President 
Lincoln's  ticket — the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket"  although  he  ad- 
mits that  he  scratched  once  to 
cast  his  ballot  for  William  Jen- 
nings Bryan. 

Flood  Destroyed  Pictures 

Stansbury  has  lived  in  Louis- 
ville since  1920  and  was  here 
during  the  1937  flood  that  de- 
stroyed the  newspaper  pictures 
of  him  helping  to  carry  the 
casket  of  the  President. 

"I'm  sorjy  to  have  lost  that," 
he  said.  "I'd  like  for  the  kids 
to  have  seen  it.''  But  his  wife 
and  their  two  teen-aged  iWldren 
have  heard  the  story,  though 
Stansbury  '\i  reluct«a$ito  -tel^  it 
to  others.  Q,      .      ^ 

Meanwhile,  he  makes  no  claim 
to  being  the  only  man  alive  to 
have  seen  President  Lincoln,  but 
he  knows  that  he's  certainly  one 
of  the  last  persons  to  have  seen 
him. 


dewitt  c.  lindley 


FLEETWOOD   H.   LINDLEY 


J.  PERRY   LINDLEY 


J^LndUu   '\}Lo%aL  Ci 


FLOWERS    FOR     EVERY 
OCCASION 


B  I  FT     SHOP 


omaanij 

GARDEN      SHOP 


2725      SOUTH      SIXTH      STREET 

SPRINGFIELD,   ILLINOIS 

TELEPHONE    2-5533 


THREE   AND  ONE-HALF 

ACRES    OF    BEAUTIFUL 

FLOWERS 


February  12,  1958 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  Mc  Murty 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wa3me,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

I  want  to  tell  you  a  little  about  myself  and  ask  your  advice 
about  how  I  should  handle  the  matter  so  as  to  get  some  financial 
gain. 

To  begin  with  I  am  the  youngest  man  alive  to  look  upon  the 
face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  When  the  casket  was  opened  on  September 
26th  1901  I  was  present.  Of  those  at  that  meeting  I  believe  I 
am  the  only  one  still  alive.  At  that  time  I  was  lU   years  of  age, 
a  Freshman  in  the  Springfield  111  High  School,  My  Father  Joseph 
Perry  Lindley  was  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor  and 
through  him  I  was  prevelidged  to  view  the  remains  of  President 
Lincoln, 


In  1959  the  150th  anniversary  of  Lincolns  birth  will  be 
celebrated.  My  thought  was  to  have  some  one  colaberate  with  me 
in  writing  my  impression  of  the  above  event,  and  have  same 
published  by  ore  of  the  leading  magazines.  Can  you  help  me? 

Thanking  you  and  hoping  that  I  have  not  imposed  upon  your 
good  natiire  I  am 


rerely  yours 


Fleetwoedi  H,  Lindley 


FHL;db 


March  10,  1958 


Mr,  Fleetwood  H.  Lindley 
2725  South  Sixth  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Lindley j 

I  have  your  letter  of  February  12th,  I  have  just  returned 
to  my  office  after  a  nine  weeks  speaking  tour. 

Tou  most  certainly  have  an  interesting  story  to  cell — ^the  only 
living  person  to  look  upon  the  face  of  Lincoln.  However,  I  do  not  know 
how  you  might  receive  some  financial  gain  out  of  this  fact. 

Perhaps  you  should  contact  some  newspaper  and  magazine  editors, 
looking  forward  to  publication  in  1959. 

Sincerely  yours, 


R.  Gerald  McMirtry 
RGMshw 


Clrce«6Uk,  ©Ijia 
A\igust   22,1958, 


Robert  H.  Horn 

COUNTY  ENGINCER 


Dr,  R.Gerald  ^cMurty, Editor, 
Lincoln  Lore, 
Fort  Wayne, Ind, 

Dear  Slrj- 

I  am  enclosing  a  letter  and  photo  which  I 
thought  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you,  I  received 
it  eighteen  years  ago. 

I  have  been  receiving  Lincoln  Lore  for  these 
many  years  and  certainly  do  appreciate  your  mailing  it 
to  me. 

Yours  verj-  truly. 


V.Baker, 
532  Harrison  Ave,, 
Greenville, Ohio , 


ID 
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February  28,    1940 


OFFICERS 

John  L.  Taylor 

president 

w.  c.  staley 

1st  vice-president 

GEO.    EDW.    Day 

2nd  vice-president 
Geo.  w.   bettinghaus 
treasurer 
robert  b.  irwin 
secretary 

DIRECTORS 

R.  C.  BENNETT 
B.   B.   BRODNAX 
OV/8LEY  BROWN 
HAROLD  H.  CHAPMAN 
GEO.   EDW.  DAY 
EDW.   P.   EASLEY 
H.  O.   KLEIN 
WILL  H.  MC  CONNELL 
MORRIS  R.   MYERS 
H,   E.   NELCH 
W.  C.  STALEY 
THOS.   R.  STRONG 
JOHN    L.  TAYLOR 
BENJ.  P.  THOMAS 
A.  J.  TRIEBEL 


Mr.  Harry  V.  Baker, 
City  Hall, 
Greenville,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: 

Mr.  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  to  vfliom  you  refer  in 
your  letter  of  February  21, is  still  living  in  Spring- 
field at  431  S.  Uevf  Street.  His  son.  Dr.  L,  L.  Hopkins, 
is  a  practicing  dentist  in  this  city. 

I  think  I  can  add  to  your  information  about 
the  last  persons  who  saviT  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
At  the  time  the  casket  was  opened  before  it  was  finally 
buried  in  a  solid  block  of  concrete,  where  it  nor/  re- 
poses and  v^dll  for  all  time,  a  group  of  persons  including 
Mr.  Hopkins  were  present.   Among  these  Tjas  a  small  boy 
whose  father  was  in  the  group.   He  is  Fleetwood  H.  Lindley, 
2725  S.  6th  Street,  this  city.   He  is  novr  a  florist  in 
this  city  and  a  man  in  early  middle  age.  I  understand 
that  in  addition  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  he  is  the  only  other 
person  novr   living  who  ss.w  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
before  it  was  finally  deposited  where  it  will  never  again 
be  seen  by  mortal  eye.   I  have  heard  Mr.  Lindley  tell  of 
the  incident  himself  and  he  has  a  good  recollection  of  it, 
so  barring  accidents,  Mr.  Lindley  will  soon  be  the  last 
person  Y;ho  last  saw  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  since 
Mr»  Hopkins  is  very  old  and  cannot  remain  on  the  mortal 
scene  much  longer. 

Very  truly  yours. 
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Robert  B.   Irwin :L 
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Septenber  3,  I958 


Mr.  Harry  V.  Baker 
532  Harrison  Avenue 
Greenville^  Ohio 

Dear  Mr*  Baker: 

I  have  your  letter  of  August  22  along  with  the  correspondence  and 
photograph  pertaining  to  Mr*  Leon  P.  Hopkins  \fbo  vas  the  last  man 
to  see  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln* 

This  information  is  most  Interesting  and  I  would  like  very  much 
to  place  it  in  our  files* 

I  presume  fk>om  your  letter  that  you  are  donating  these  items  to 
our  Lincoln  collection*  If  so^  I  want  to  tell  you  how  very  happy 
ve  are  to  have  them, 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  receive  Lincoln  Loire  and  that  you  are 
finding  these  monthly  bulletins  interesting* 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  ^'d.11  have  an  occasion  to  visit  our  museum- 
library  at  some  early  date* 

Thanking  you  again  for  everything,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely. 


Director 
R*Gerald  McMurtryrb 


VJinstom  Salen  Journal 
, Winston  falem,    N.C. 
February  4,    1%2 


Who  Saw 
Last  Time? 


SALUDA,  N.C.  (AP)x-' Henry 
McVeigh,'  who  died  ,j3st^  New 
Year's  Day  at  the  ^e  "Of  100, 
mi^ht  have  been  mis^en  in  be- 
lieving he  was  the  Iks't  living  per- 
son to  have  seen  the  face  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Fleetwood  Lindley,  74,  a  re- 
tired Springfield,  111.,  florist,  says 
that  as  a  boy  of  14  he  was  among 
the  23  residents  of  Springfield  as- 
sembled in  the  Civil  War  presi- 
dent's tomb  on  Sept.  26,  1901,  to 
verify  that  the  body  being  sealed 
in  the  tomb  was  Lincoln's. 

McVeigh,  a  retired  g^ng^ld 
plumbing  and  heating,ift%||r|^or 
who  spent  his  last  ys^  'j(SM  ^ 
daughter  here,  alway^|^eM|fjgji,  he 
was  the  last  surviugr  gft^v'^S^S. 
But  Lindley  says  t^kn^jftMiiJv?- 


longs  to  him. 


.yk-a  ; 


"I  saw  his  face,-i)dsJcwqiiBdtey 
"Others  who  w^ij&'itbfltBKardiaHH 
Lincoln  now  ^Cedead.": ;.."  aria 

The  coffin  had  been  b^rt^  14 
years  earlier,  shortly  aft^i' an  at- 
tempted theft  of  the  body. 
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Who  Saw 
\AYmAA  «o^ 
Last  Time? 


SALUDA,  N.C.  (AP)x-, Henry 
McVeigh,'  who  died  Jrast^  New 
Year's  Day  at  the  t^  "of  100, 
mJ^ht  have  been  misi^en  in  be- 
lieving he  was  the  Ihs'f  living  per- 
son to  have  seen  the  face  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Fleetwood  Lindley,  74,  a  re- 
tired Springfield,  111.,  florist,  says 
that  as  a  boy  of  14  he  was  among 
the  23  residents  of  Springfield  as- 
sembled in  the  Civil  War  presi- 
dent's tomb  on  Sept.  26,  1901,  to 
verify  that  the  body  being  sealed 
in  the  tomb  was  Lincoln's.  '    ' 

McVeigh,  a  retired  S^n'g^Id 
plumbing  and  heating,jfl%||r|^or 
who  spent  his  last  .^1^^  gt^  ^ 
daughter  here,  alway4It)4^g^i§ill  he 
was  the  last  surviJgr  ^^of^  tl^r23. 
But  Lindley  says  %kTi4tt^|[|v?- 
longs  to  him.  yjoU 

"I  saw  his  face,!)rtsJa«qtindiEy. . 
"Others  who  w^ije;U)awiijai<iisHH| 
Lincoln  now  ^eetiead-"; ;,?'  9rI2 

The  coffin  had  been  oH»>*>d  14 
years  earlier,  shortly  aft^i*  an  at- 
tempted theft  of  the  body. 
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EDITORS'  NOTE 

Strange  Places 
Where  Lincoln 
Pops  Up 


You  could  hardly  have  missed  the  type  on  our  cover  this  week — 
WHAr  HAPPENED  TO  LINCOLN'S  BODY — and  for  Lincoln's  birthday 
wc  give  you  the  answer  to  that  question  in  one  of  the  most  fasci- 
nating Lincoln  finds  we  can  remember.  We  have  published  many 
Lincoln  pictures  over  the  years  and  we  have  found  that  often  they 
are  brought  to  light  by  the  unlikeliest  of  people. 

Take  for  instance  the  famous  death  picture  of  Lincoln  discov- 
ered in  1952  which  we  were  the  first  to  publish.  A  young  boy  with 
a  passion  for  history  and  actual  source  material  did  what  scholars 
had  been  trying  to  do  for  almost  100  years — turn  up  the  picture 
that  had  been  taken  of  Lincoln  lying  in  state  in  New  York's  City 
Hall.  It  was  well  known  that  Secretary  of  War  Stanton  had  or- 
dered the  negatives  and  prints  destroyed.  But  was  it  just  possible 
that  someone  had  disobeyed  and  kept  one  little  picture?  Yes,  it 
turned  out,  it  was.  And  that  someone  was  Stanton  himself.  Many 
years  later  hidden  in  an  envelope  the  tiny  print  was  unknowingly 
acquired  by  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library.  The  young  boy 
browsing  there  under  the  nose  of  a  town  full  of  Lincoln  scholars 
was  the  first  to  come  upon  it. 

Two  years  ago  we  unearthed  the  precious  possession  of  a  little 
old  lady  living  in.  of  all  places,  England.  The  torn  and  faded  pic- 
ture that  93-year-old  Mrs.  Easter  had  carried  around  in  her  purse 
ever  since  she  inherited  it  from  a  relative — a  Washington  pho- 
tographer of  the  1860s — showed  the  blood-soaked  pillows,  the 
rumpled  bed  in  which  Lincoln  had  just  died. 

The  likeliest  of  all,  of  course,  to  make  a  Lincoln  find  was  the 
late  Frederick  Hill  Meserve.  It  was  he  who  turned  up  the  extraor- 
dinary photograph  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  with  assassination  al- 
ready in  his  heart,  looking  down  from  a  balcony  upon  Lincoln 
making  his  second  inaugural  address.  This  picture,  which  we  pub- 
lished in  1956,  had  been  acquired  by  Meserve  at  an  auction  50 
years  earlier.  He  had  put  it  aside  because  the  image  of  Lincoln's 
face  had  been  damaged.  At  90  Mr.  Meserve  pulled  it  out  again 
from  his  collection  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  photographs,  stud- 
ied the  crowd  with  a  magnifying  glass  and  suddenly  was  confronted 
by  the  familiar  face  of  the  assassin  Booth. 

Another  picture — we  haven't  published  this  one  because  it  hasn't 
been  authenticated — turned  up  not  long  ago  when  a  Massachusetts 
bulldozer  operator  who  was  razing  houses  for  a  new  highway  broke 
the  rules  and  entered  one  of  the  condemned  buildings.  He  found 
his  picture  in  an  album  left  behind  by  the  former  owner. 

In  this  issue  the  pictures  we  are  showing  were  found  by  Mr. 
Meserve's  daughter.  Dorothy  Kunhardt.  After  exploring  the  dark 
inner  chambers  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  to  relive  the  mysterious 
trips  and  travails  of  Lincoln's  body,  she  sifted  through  the  Mon- 
ument Association  papers  and  came  upon  this  extraordinary  find. 


^jLinj£  1/7  '' ^ 
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George  P.  Hunt 
Managing  Editor 


RARE  PHOTOS  OF  LINCOLN'S  EXHUMATION 

Strange  History 
Brought  to  Light 


The  shadow  of  a  man,  forever  unknown,  fell  across  the  open 
grave  and  for  a  fleeting  moment  touched  the  box  of  pine 
that  held  a  man  known  to  the  ages— Abraham  Lincoln.  It 
was  1901,  36  years  after  Lincoln's  death,  that  the  extraor- 
dinary photographs  below  and  on  the  following  pages  were 
taken.  They  begin  the  final  episode  in  the  unbelievable 
story  of  what  happened  to  Lincoln's  body  after  death.  It 
is  a  story  which  will  be  told  in  its  entirety  in  a  book  by 
.  Dorothy  Meserve  Kunhardt  and  Philip  B.  Kunhardt  Jr. 
soon  to  be  puMished  by  Harper  &  Row. 

Eleven  years  after  Lincoln  was  laid  to  rest  at  Oak  Ridge 
Cemeteiry,  Springfield,  a  band  of  thieves  broke  into  the 


sepulcher  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  and  ahnost  made  off 
with  the  body.  They  had  planned  to  hold  it  for  $200,000 
ransom.  After  that  a  small  group  of  Lincoln's  friends  hid 
the  coffin  in  the  leaky  labyrinths  between  the  walls  of  the 
tomb,  and  for  years  countless  pilgrims  paid  homage  to  an 
empty  sarcophagus.  Finally  in  1900  the  monument  (shown 
above)  had  to  be  torn  down  and  completely  rebuilt.  During 
the  15  months  of  construction  the  bodies  of  Lincoln  and 
other  members  of  his  family  were  secretly  buried  in  a  mul- 
tiple grave  a  few  feet  away.  Then,  when  the  present  tomb 
was  completed,  the  temporary  grave  was  opened  to  transfer 
the  coffin  and  a  photographer  caught  the  moment  {below). 


k 


*iV 


Old  friends  and 

young  relatives 

came  out  to  watcli 


On  a  gentle  spring  morning  a  cou- 
ple of  hundred  men  and  women 
and  five  children  gathered  at  the 
north  side  of  the  reconstructed 
tomb.  Hushed  and  expectant  they 
watched  as  workmen  cleared  away 
a  mammoth  nine-ton  pile  of  pulver- 
ized bricks  and  stones  that  had 
been  heaped  over  the  temporary 
grave  to  disguise  it.  In  the  top  sec- 


» 


tion  of  the  vault  were  the  coffins 
of  three  Lincoln  sons— Eddie,  who 
had  died  at  3,  WilHe,  12,  and  the 
President's  hest  companion,  18- 
ycar-old  Tad.  Beside  them  was  a 
16-year-old  grandson,  Abraham  III. 
Husband  and  wife  were  so  safely 
tucked  away  in  a  lower  recess  that 
it  was  necessary  to  batter  away 
one  side  of  the  vault  to  reach  them. 


It  was  sunset  when  the  box  that 
held  Lincoln  lay  there  in  a  corner, 
alone.  The  puffing  of  the  steam  en- 
gine as  it  hoisted  that  long  box 
blotted  out  the  singing  of  the  birds 
and  the  sound  of  the  brook  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  The  gold  red  of 
the  setting  sun  suddenly  colored 
the  scene  with  a  radiance  that 
made  people's  hearts  jump— men 


whipped  off  their  hats,  throats 
were  choked.  When  the  protecting 
outer  box  was  broken  away  {see 
next  page)  and  the  red  cedar  coffin 
revealed,  six  construction  compa- 
ny workmen  carried  it  into  the 
monument  chamber  and  placed  it 
in  the  white  marble  sarcophagus. 
When  the  others  had  been  depos- 
ited in  their  crypts,  there  was  noth- 


ing more  to  do  and  the  group  dis- 
persed, but  not  before  the  author- 
ities had  ordered  an  electric  bur- 
glar alarm  to  be  placed  between  the 
tomb  and  the  custodian's  residence 
a  few  hundred  feet  away.  But  not 
even  the  newfangled  protective  de- 
vice was  enough  to  calm  the  fears 
of  Lincoln's  only  surviving  child 
— his  eldest  son,  Robert  {page  87). 


LINCOLN 
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After  the  d(  " 
ed  the  box  that  contained 
LincoIn^s  coffin  out  of  the 
ground,  workmen  carried  it 
to  the  monument  and  set  it 
carefully  down  beside  the 
iron-barred  door  to  the  tomb 
(see  cower).  The  outer  pine 
box  was  broken  away  and 
Lincoln's  cedar  coffin  lifted 


reverently    removed    the 
hats  and  spectators  press* 
around.  The  children  pre 

:d 

:8- 

rv 

were  at  the  exhuming.  These 
pictures  are  beUeved  to  have 

a  local  photographer,  and 
were  obtained  from  the  IIU- 
DoisState  Historical  Library. 
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'.. .  And  His  Face 
Was  Chalky  White' 


by  nOllOTHY  MESIOHVE   KUMLVHDT 


A 


monlh  after  the  strange  his- 
turic  scene  shown  in  these  pictures 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  Mr.  Lincoln's 
oldest  and  only  surviving  son,  came 
to  Springfield  and  visited  the  sar- 
cophagus in  which  his  father's 
body  had  been  placed.  He  was  dis- 
turbed and  dissatislied.  Even  with 
the  burglar  alarm,  he  felt  there 
lould  be  a  repetition  of  the  time 
in  1876  when  thieves  had  worked 
the  President's  eofiin  almost  out 
of  this  same  sarcophagus.  (The  Se- 


cret Service  had  oveiheard  a  boast 
in  a  Chicago  bar,  got  wind  of  the 
plot,  followed  the  criminals  to 
Springfield  and  foiled  them  in  the 
act.)  Now  Robert  gave  new  and  ex- 
plicit directions. 

The  construction  company  was 
lu  break  a  hole  in  the  tile  floor  of 
the  catacomb  in  line  willi  the  cen- 
tei-  crypt  and  place  the  remains  10 
feet  deep  in  an  east  and  west  direc- 
tion. The  red  cedar  coffin  was  to  be 
encased  in  a  huge  cage  of  Hat  steel 


bars  resting  on  20  inches  of  Port- 
land cement  concrete.  Upon  this 
should  be  poured  enough  concrete 
to  inure  both  coffin  and  cage  so 
that  they  would  be  hardened  for- 
ever in  a  solid  block  of  rock. 

On  Thursday,  Sept.  26,  1901  all 
was  ready.  Twenty  people  gathered 
at  the  monument.  They  were  state 
officials  and  members  of  the  Lin- 
coin  Guard  of  Honor,  a  local  group 
of  men.  Most  of  them  were  elderly, 
men  with  faces  serious  and  drawn. 
There  woe  two  women  present, 
Mrs.  Alfred   Bayliss,   representing 


her  husband,  a  trustee  of  the  mon- 
ument who  had  to  be  out  of  town, 
and  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Johnson,  wife 
of  the  tomb's  custodian. 

Now  began  a  discussion  which 
turned  into  an  argument— should 
the  coffin  be  opened  and  the  body 
viewed  before  this  last  interment 
to  make  sure  it  was  actually  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  who  was  being  buried. 
The  coffin  had  last  been  opened  in 
1887.  To  most  present,  it  seemed 
a  wise  precaution  to  open  it  now 
since  there  were  persistent  rumors 
all  across  the  country  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln was  positively  not  in  that  in- 
ner leaden  box. 

The  opposition  spoke  up  heat- 
edly. In  the  first  place  the  son 
Robert  Lincoln  had  expressed  his 
wish,  very  much  in  the  foi"m  of  a 
command,  that  the  casket  not  be 
opened,  and  he  was  the  only  nian 
who  could  rightfully  decide  yes  or 

CONTINUED  87 


LIN(X)LN 


CONTINUED 


iici.  Bt'siilfs,  viewing  llie  body  tiow 
aricr  36  years  Mould  be  a  scandal- 
ous invasion  of  privacy. 

Finally,  it  was  decided  to  view 
il.  Kven  those  who  had  spoken  for 
it  now  felt  shocked  at  their  own 
boldness,  as  if  they  were  vitilaling 
something  or  someone.  Still,  they 
rould  not  willisland  an  overwhelm- 
ing compulsion  to  make  this  final 
identiliration.  Two  plumbers,  Leon 
P.  Hopkins  and  his  nephew  (Charles 
L.  Willey,  were  sent  for  lo  chisel  an 
oblong  piece  out  of  the  lop  of  the 
lead-lined  coffin  just  over  Lincoln's 
head  and  shouldeis.  The  same  men 
had  opened  the  casket  14  years  be- 
foie.  Joseph  P.  Lindley.  a  member 
of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor, 
sent  a  message  back  into  Spring- 
field for  his  13-year-oId  son  Fleet- 
wood lo  ride  out  to  the  tomb  quick- 
ly cm  his  bicycle.  He  wanted  the 
boy  to  have  an  experience  he  would 
never  forget. 

At  11:45  a.m.  six  workmen  car- 
ried the  casket  fiom  the  north  end 
of  the  tomb  to  the  still  unfinisbed 
Memorial  Hall  at  the  south,  set  it 
on  two  ^awhorses  and  then  were 
utHcrcmoniousIy  thrust  out  to 
waiL  till  ihey  were  needed.  The 
room  was  liot  and  damp — an  im- 
perfect electric  fan  droned  and  a 
single  incandescent  lamp  produced 
a  ueird  light.  iXeiispapers  had  been 
placed  across  the  glass  part  of  the 
door  to  prevent  the  curious  from 
looking  in  and  tliey  shut  out  the 
da\lighl.  Hopkins  and  Willey  ar- 
ri\rd  with  blowtorch,  chisels  and 
other  equipment  and  set  to  work. 
Back  in  1887,  Hopkins  remem- 
bered, the  group  making  the  exam- 
ination was  so  small  and  the  plan 
had  been  kept  so  secret  that  he  did 
not  knoM'  what  he  was  being  sum- 
moned for  until  he  got  there.  It  was 
almost  funny,  though,  he  recalled, 
hoA\.  with  all  that  care,  a  young 
honeymoon  couple  talking  bliss- 
fully about  the  monument  grounds 
had  wandered  into  the  viewing 
chambei-  and  gazed  transfixed  at 
^^llat  ihey  saw. 


N. 


ow  young  Fleetwood  had  ar- 
ri\e(l,  rolling  his  bicycle  right  into 
Memorial  Hall  and  leaning  it  up 
against  the  wall  a  few  feet  from  the 
coffin.  Tlie  boy  had  wondered  what 
could  have  been  urgent  enough  to 
make  his  teacher  excuse  him  in  the 
middle  of  class  and  he  had  pedaled 
furiously  the  two  miles  to  the  tomb. 
Now  he  knew  «'hat  he  was  going  to 
see  and  all  he  could  think  of  was 


that  his  father  had  told  him  the 
last  time  he  had  viewed  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's face,  14  years  before,  it  had 
been  the  color  of  an  old  saddle. 

Suddenly  voices  dropped  to  a 
low,  prayerlike  murmur.  Master 
plumber  Hopkins  made  his  dramat- 
ic uncovering,  lifting  the  section  of 
green-colored  lead  fiom  above  Mr. 
Lincoln's  head  and  chest.  .\  pun- 
gent, frighleningly  choking  smell 
arose.  Simultaneously  but  control- 
ling themselves,  all  23  persons 
crowded  forward. 

The  dark  brown  Lincoln  face  was 
indeed  covered  with  a  distinct  rub- 
bing of  wliile  chalk,  which  was  ap- 
plied by  an  undertaker  in  Philadel- 
phia ill  1865  on  the  trip  west,  when 
tlie  skin  inexplicably  turned  black 
and  it  was  impossible  to  exhibit  the 
body  to  the  public  without  this 
thick  covering.  The  effect  was  of 
powdered  bronze,  said  Mrs.  Bayliss 
later,  or  you  could  call  it  a  sort  of 
grayish  chestnut  color.  The  fea- 
tures were  entirely  recognizable 
and  the  expression  was  one  of  sad- 
ness. The  headrest  bad  fallen  away 
so  that  the  neck  was  thrown  back 
but  the  black,  short  chin  whiskers 
were  perfect,  recalled  plumber  Hop- 
kins. The  small  black  boM"  tie,  the 
wart  on  his  cheek,  the  coarse  black 
hair  all  were  unmistakable,  al- 
though ibceyebrtiwsbad  vanished. 


The  black  bj'oadcloth  suit  which 
the  President  had  worn,  new,  at 
his  second  inauguratioti.  was  cov- 
ered with  tiny  delicate  stalagmites 
of  yellow  moid.  There  were  red 
spots,  too,  that  looked  like  vestiges 
of  material,  and  someone  said  there 
must  have  been  a  small  American 
flag  that  had  rotted  away.  Over  his 
hands,  said  Hopkins,  there  was 
'something — evidently  something 
bad  been  stretched  over  them."  In- 
deed something  had,  for  Lincoln, 
who  baled  gloves  and  always  drew 
them  off  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Lincoln's 
back  was  turned,  had  been  buried 
in  an  elegant  pair  of  French  kids. 
After  a  few  moments  heads  be- 
gan nodding — yes.  it  was  the  Presi- 
dent, it  was  he,  it  was  the  Presi- 
dent beyond  all  manner  of  doubt. 
The  viewers  backed  away.  As  Mr. 
Lincoln  lay  there  with  his  face 
exposed  for  the  very  last  time, 
the  photographs  of  himself  which 
were  hanging  on  the  curving  walls 
looked  down  eerily.  Every  like- 
ness seemed  to  focus  its  eyes  upon 
the  fearful  and  prophetic  sight  on 
the  tipped-back  pillow — as  Lincoln 
himself  once  in  a  dream  had  looked 
down  on  his  own  body,  laid  out 
still  and  pallid  in  a  coffin  on  a 
black-draped  catafalque. 

Resoldering    the    cul-out    piece 
was  the  work  of  a  few  moments. 


B.  H.  Monroe,  a  member  of  the 
Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor,  recalled, 
"I  watched  the  shadow  of  the  lid 
fall  across  Lincoln's  face  as  thai 
face  disappeared  from  mortal  view 
forever." 

Then  Robert  Lincoln's  specifi- 
cations were  carried  out  with  dis- 
patch. The  coffin  was  lowered  into 
the  cage  and  two  tons  of  cement 
poured  down,  rolling  and  lapping 
about  the  metal  like  lava.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln is  still  there,  10  feet  beneath 
the  floor,  and  more  than  a  million 
people  make  the  pilgrimage  to  his 
tomb  each  year. 


XX  s  for  Fleetwood  Lindley,  the  bi- 
cycle boy,  he  was  a  spry  75  when 
he  recalled  the  scene  to  a  Life 
reporter  two  weeks  ago,  in  his 
room  in  St.  John's  Hospital  in 
Springfield,  awaiting  a  gall  blad- 
der opeiation.  His  father  had  been 
right,  he  said,  he  had  never  for- 
gotten that  day,  and  now,  the  very 
last  person  alive  of  those  23  view- 
ers in  1901.  he  proudly  retold  his 
memories.  "Yes,"  he  ended,  "his 
face  was  chalky  white.  His  clothes 
were  mildewed.  And  I  was  allowed 
to  bold  one  of  the  leather  straps 
as  we  lowered  the  casket  for  the 
concrete  lo  be  poured.  I  was  not 
scared  at  the  lime  but  I  slept  with 
Lincoln  for  the  next  six  months." 
Fleetwood  Lindley  sleeps  now. 
very  near  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Oak 
Ridge  Ometery.  He  died  three 
days  after  the  interview,  on  Feb. 
1,  1963,  and  now  tbere  is  not  even 
one  left  of  the  23  who  can  say, 
'T  saw  him." 


'-  hiriecii-year-old  Fleetwood 
Lindley  uns  the  onl-y  child  lo  liew 
Lincoln  for  the  last  lime. 
Sixty-tuo  years  later,  only  a  few  days 
before  his  death.  Lindley  recalled 
his  memories  of  that  strange  morning. 
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Corvahis  Man  Recalls  Father  s  Role 
In  1901  Reopening  Ot  Lincoln's  Cofiin 


By  WILMA  CHALMERS 

staff    Correspondent,    Tlv«    Oreoonlan 

When  Charles  L.  Willey  re- 
ported for  work  in  his  uncle's 
plumbing  shop  in  Springfield, 
111.  that  morning  of  Sept.  26, 
1901,  he  had  no  reason  tOi  be- 
lieve that  he  was  to  play  a 
part  |n  a  matter  of  national 
scope. 

Before  the  day  had  passed, 
he  would  be  among  the  last  23 
persons  to  view  the  remains 
of  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
H^o  had  died  36  years  earlier, 

Willey's  only  living  son, 
Charles  L.  Willey,  Jr.,  of  Cor- 
vallis,  remembers  that  day  vi- 
vidly. 

The  Corvallis  man  recalled 
that  his  father  returned  home 
from  work  that  night  to  tell  a 
story  which  had  its  beginnings 
many  years  earlier. 


CHARLES  L.  WILLEY  SR. 

Eleven  years  after  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  laid  to  rest  at 
Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  in 
Springfield,  robbers  broke  into 
tlie  sepulcher  of  the  first  Lin- 
coln Monument  and  tried  to 
steal  the  body,  to  be  held  for 
$200,000  ransom.  This  incident 
was  related  in  the  Feb.  15, 
1963  issue  of  Life  magazine. 

As  Willey  reported  the  inci- 
dent to  hiis  son,  the  casket 
containing  the  body  of  Lincobi 
had  been  removed  from  the 
tomb  and  taken  down  the 
wooded  hillside  ready  to  be 
loaded  when  police  officials, 
receiving  an  anonymous  tip, 
apprehended  the  thieves. 

Coffin  Hidden 

Following  several  unsettling 
incidents  such  as  this,  friends 
of  the  Lincoln  family  arrang- 
ed to  have  the  coffm  hidden 
beftween  the  walls  of  the  tomb. 
Dorothy  Kunhardt,  who 
amiissed  a  large  collection  of 
photographs  and  detailed  ac- 
counts on  Lincoln,  explained 
in  the  life  article  that  for 
years  thereafter,  people  "vis- 
ited and  paid  homage  to  an 
empty  sarcophagus." 

In  1900  plans  were  made  for 
the  tearing  down  of  the  origi- 
nal tomb  and  construction  of  a 
more  suitable  monument, 
buring  the  subsequent  15- 
month  constructioi}  period,  the 
coffin  of  Lincoln  was  again 
disturbed.  This  time  it  was 
placed  along  with  those  of  oth- 
er family  members,  in  a  near- 
by grave  underground. 

On  a  morning  early  in  1901, 
the  body  at  tbA  president  was 


to  be  taken  to  the  site  of  the 
newly  completed  monument  a 
short  distance  away.  Several 
hundred  persons  gathered 
about  and  waited  as  workmen 
cleared  away  a  9^ton  pile  of 
crushed  rock  and  bricks  which 
had  been  placed  over  the 
temporary  grave  to  discour- 
age would-be  vandals.  The 
grave  held  the  caskets  of  Lin 
coin  and  four  other  members 
of  his  family. 

Six  contruction  workers  car- 
ried the  presidents  red  cedar 
coffin  to  the  main  chamber  of 
the  new  monument  and  placed 
it  in  a  white  marble  sarcopha 
gus.  "the  group  of  people  who 
had  Qome  to  pay  their  re 
spects  dispersed,  reassured 
that  the  president  had  at  last 
found  peace. 

Son  Fears  Vandalism 

Rumors  of  attempted  van- 
dalism continued.  They  were 
of  particular  concern  to  Lin- 
coln's oldest  and  only  remain- 
ing son,  Robert  Todd.  He  fear- 
ed another  theft  attempt. 

According  to  his  wish,  there- 
fore, a  final  precaution  was  to 
be  taken.  An  11-foot  cube  was 
to  be  cut  in  the  floor  to  the 
tomb,  and  the  red  cedar  coffin 
firmly  encased  in  a  steel  cage 
resting  on  a  thick  concrete 
surface.  Over  this  would  be 
poured  a  solid  layer  of  con- 
crete which  would  preserve 
the  coffin. 

There  was  some  disa- 
greement among  those  offi- 
ciating at  this  final  reburial 
over  whether  to  open  the 
coffin.  Fourteen  years  prior, 
Leon  P.  Hopkins  —  Willey's 
uncle  -—  had  been  called  on  to 
open  Lincoln's  casket  for  the 
purpose  of  identification. 

Historian  Dorothy  Kunhardt 
suggests  in  her  account  that 
there  appeared  to  be  an 
"overwhelming  compulsion" 
on  the  part  of  those  witnessing 
the  interment  to  make  this  fi- 
nal identification. 

As  Willey  said,  there  was  a 
feeling  among  many  of  those 
present  that  they  "may  be 
burying  an  empty  coffin." 

And  so  it  happened  that  on 
the  morning  of  Sept.  26,  1901, 
the  two  plumbers,  Hopkins 
and  his  nephew  Charles  Wil- 
ley, received  wo  d  that  their 
services  were  nf     cd. 

Willey  was  asked  to  bring 
with  him  a  blow  torch,  chisds 
and  other  tools  for  cutting  and 
soldering  sheet  lead.  Willey 
also*  |i%d  wJtfe  bima  smalj 


pocket  knife. 

After  the  two  m«i  arrived, 
the  president's  cadcet  was 
carried  from  the  north  end  of 
the  tomb  to  the  unfinished 
Memorial  Hall  where  a  select 
21  persons  had  gathered. 

Remains  Identified 

The  two  plumber  were  in- 
structed to  chisel  an  oblong 
piece  out  of  the  top  of  the 
lead-lined  coffin,  in  a  position 
just  over  Lincoto's  head  and 
shoulders.  They  lifted  away 
the  section  of  green-colored 
lead. 

Willey  told  his  family  later 
that  the  president  whom  he 
recognized  immediately  wais 
wearing  a  suit  of  black  broad- 
cloth. 

The  casket  remained  open 
only  a  few  moments  during 
which  a  positive  identification 
of  the  president  was  made. 

As  Willey  resoldered  the  cut 
out  piece,  he  noticed  that  sev- 
eral chips  of  the  casket  had 
fallen  to  the  floor.  He  preserv-' 
ed  these  carefully  along  with, 
a  piece  of  gold  and  silver; 
braid  whic  adorned  the  bier. 
These  items  and  the  knife 
used  by  Willey  in  opening  the 
casket  are  on  display  at  the 
Homer  Museum  at  Oregon 
State  University,  placed  there* 
by  Charles,  Jr.  and  another 
son,  the  late  Earl  C.  Willey,  a 
former  faculty  member  at  the 
school. 

Willey  left  the  plumbhig 
business  and  in  1911  moved 
his  family  to  Oregtm. 

"He  had  dreams  of  becom- 
ing a  dairy  farmer  in  the  Coos 
County  area,"  the  younger 
Willey  recalls,  "but  he  soon 
(lave  up  farming  and  went 
back  into  the  plumbing  busir 
ness."  , '. 

The    elder   Willey   died   iti 
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The  counterfeiters,  now  conscious  that  their  plans  were 
known,  made  their  escape. 

Several  days  after  the  failure  of  their  plot,  they  were 
arrested  in  Chicago  and  brought  to  Springfield  for  trial. 
The  law  at  that  time  provided  no  penalty  for  an  attempt 
to  steal  a  dead  body,  so  a  charge  of  burglary  was  entered 
against  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
for  a  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Pinkerton  detective 
agency,  which  warned  Lincoln  of  the  Baltimore  plot  to 
assassinate  him  on  the  way  to  the  inauguration,  and 
which  became  invaluable  to  the  government  during  the 
hostilities,  conclude  their  services  to  the  martyred  Lin- 
coln by  frustrating  the  plans  of  those  who  would  steal 
his  corpse. 

Viewing  Lincoln's  Remains 

Editor's  Note:  AccoidiriK  to  the  custodians  of  the  Lincoln  tomb,  the 
remains  of  the  Sixteenth  President  have  been  moved  some  seventeen 
different  times  since  the"  body  was  first  placed  in  a  receiving  vault  at 
the  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  at  SprinKfield,  Illinois,  on  May  4,  1865.  The 
construction  of  the  temporary  vault,  the  erection  of  the  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment, the  abortive  attempt  to  steal  the  body  and  the  numerous  repairs 
and  reconstructions  of  the  dotcrioratinu',  original  monument  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  many  secret  movements  of  the  Lincoln  corpse. 

It  would  be  expected  that  in  the  attempt  to  find  a  permanent  and 
safe  restins;  place  for  Lincoln's  remains  there  would  be  the  urge  to 
open  the  casket,  to  satisfy  a  morbid  curiosity,  to  make  sure  the  re- 
mains were  secure  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  many  i-umors  that  Lin- 
coln's body  was  no  lon,aer  in  the  tomb.  However,  it  is  surprising  to 
learn  that  Lincoln's  casket  was  opened  five  different  times  during  the 
years  from  1865  to  1901. 

This  infoi-mation,  relative  to  the  viewing  of  Lincoln's  remains, 
has  been  compiled  from  John  C.  Power's  book,  Hiatory  Of  An  AHeinpt 
To  Steal  T'he  Bodij  Of  Abraham  Lincoln  .  .  .,  which  includes  among 
its  interesting  topics,  "A  History  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor"  : 
the  magazine  article  (Week  By  Week,  August  19,  19ii3).  "Burials  and 
Removals  of  Lincoln,"  by  Herbert  Wells  Fay  ;  "Beholding  Lincoln's 
Face  For  The  Last  "Time"  in  Lincoln  Lore,  No.  1338,  November  29, 
1954  ;  and  numerous  clippings  and  letters  in  the  Foundation's  subject 
files. 

December  21,  1865 

Lincoln's  coffin  was  opened  in  order  that  the  features 
of  the  deceased  might  be  seen  and  identified  before  plac- 
ing the  body  in  an  especially  constructed  temporary 
vault,  prior  to  the  erection  of  a  National  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment. Six  of  Lincoln's  personal  acquaintances,  R.  J. 
Oglesby,  0.  H.  Miner,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  Newton  Bateman, 
0.  M.  Hatch  and  D.  L.  Phillips,  filed  a  written  statement 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monument 
Association  that  the  body  was  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
September  19,  1871 

Preparatory  to  moving  the  body  from  the  temporary 
vault  to  the  partially  completed  monument,  in  1871,  the 
remains  were  taken  out  of  the  original  coffin  because  the 
lead  lining  was  broken,  and  put  into  one  made  of  iron. 
After  depositing  the  remains  in  the  Monument,  the  six 
personal  friends  who  identified  the  remains  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  1865,  again  viewed  them  and  certified  in  writing 
that  they  were  the  remains  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 
October  9,  1874 

After  the  stone  sarcophagus  was  constructed,  it  was 
found  that  the  iron  coffin,  with  the  lid  projecting  over 
the  ends,  was  too  long  to  go  into  the  interior  area.  A 
solution  to  the  problem  was  to  place  Lincoln's  body  in 
a  red  cedar  coffin  that  was  heavily  lined  with  lead. 
Hon.  D.  L.  Phillips,  a  member  of  the  National  Lincoln 
Monument  Association,  was  present  when  the  newly 
constructed  casket  was  placed  in  the  sarcophagus.  How- 
ever, there  was  no  formal  record  made  of  the  identity 
of  the  remains,  but  Mr.  Phillips,  Thomas  C.  Smith,  the 
undertaker  and  Col.  Babcock,  who  put  the  lead  lining 
in  the  coffin,  all  distinctly  recognized  the  features  as 
those  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 

April  14,  1887 

In  order  to  definitely  and  finally  deposit  the  body  of 
Lincoln  within  the  tomb,  a  pit  was  excavated  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  monument  for  the  remains  of  the  President 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln,  who  died  on  July  16,  1882.  It  was 
decided  by  the  members  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment Association  that,  "in  order  to  satisfy  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  people,  after  so  many  changes,  it  was 
indispensably  necessary  to  identify  the  body  of  the 
President." 

The  undertaker,  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Smith,  who  made  the 
red  cedar  coffin,  was  requested  to  open  the  casket,  which 
he  did.  Then  a  piece  of  the  lead  lining,  about  a  foot 
square,  was  cut  on  three  sides  and  turned  back,  exposing 


The  Allentown  (Pennsylvania)  Morning  Call  of  Monday, 
February  25,  1933,  used  this  artist's  drawing  to  illustrate 
an  article  entitled  "Last  Man  to  See  Face  Of  Lincoln  Tells 
Story."  The  drawing  carried  the  following  outline:  "The 
President's  features  were  well  preserved  and  he  appeared 
just  as  he  did  in  pictures  I  had  seen."  The  article  is 
based  on  the  reminiscence  of  Charles  L.  Willey. 

the  familiar  features  to  the  eighteen  or  nineteen  persons 
present,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  personally  seen  the 
President  in  real  life.  "There  was  not  one  who  expressed 
the  slightest  doubt  that  he  was  looking  at  the  features 
of  the  beloved  President.  They  were  almost  as  perfect 
as  they  are  in  the  bronze  statue  on  the  Monument,  and 
the  color  is  about  as  dark  as  the  statue. 

"After  being  exposed  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the 
lead  coffin  was  closed  and  soldered  air  tight  by  the 
plumber,  Mr.  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  of  Springfield,  who  as 
a  natural  consequence,  was  the  last  man  (on  that  date) 
to  look  on  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  bodies  were 
then  conveyed  from  Memorial  Hall  to  the  Catacomb,  and 
there  buried. 

"The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  statement  made  and 
signed  by  the  members  present  of  the  Lincoln  Monument 
Association: 

'We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Lincoln  Mon- 
ument Association,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  do   hereby 
certify,  that  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1887,  we  saw  the 
cedar  and  lead  coffins,  which  contain  the  remains  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  opened  in  our  presence  in  the  Me- 
morial Hall  of  the  Monument.  The  remains  were  some- 
what shrunken,  but  the  features  were   quite   natural, 
and  we  could  readily  recognize  them  as  the  features 
of  the  former  illustrious  President  of  our  Nation,  and 
our  former  friend   and  fellow  citizen.   We   do  hereby 
certify  that  they  are  his  remains,  and  that  they  were 
again  re-sealed  in  said  cofl!"ins  and  deposited  in  the  vault 
beneath  the  floor  of  the  catacomb  in  our  presence. 
James  C.  Conkling, 
Ozias  M.  Hatch, 
George  N.  Black, 
John  W.  Bunn, 
Lincoln  Dubois, 
Christopher  C.  Brown.'  " 

September  26,  1901 

With  the  turn  of  the  century,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  rebuild  the  Lincoln  tomb.  T'he  foundation  was  not 
secure  and  considerable  moisture  accumulated  between 
the  veneer  and  the  sustaining  wall  of  the  obelisk.  Freez- 
ing temperatures  caused  the  outer  granite  blocks  to  be 
thrown  out  of  alignment. 

With  the  reconstruction  of  the  Lincoln  tomb  in  1900- 
1901,  all  the  Lincoln  bodies  were  placed  in  a  temporary 
vault  nearby  and  were  under  guard  the  entire  time  of 
.he  project.  In  April,  1901,  the  bodies  were  again  brought 
back  into  the  monument.  Mrs.  Lincoln's  remains  and 
those  of  other  members  of  the  family  were  placed  in 
crypts  provided  for  them.  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains  were 
taken  on  September  26,  1901,  to  Memorial  Hall  and,  in 
the  presence  of  about  twenty-five  people,  they  were 
viewed  and  positively  identified  as  those  of  the  Sixteenth 
President. 

Among  those  viewing  Lincoln's  remains  were,  Hon. 
John  H.  Brenholt,  Acting  Governor  of  the  State;  Hon. 
James    S.    McCullough,    State    Auditor;    Hon.    Moses    0. 
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Williamson,  State  Treasurer;  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Freeman, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Hon.  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction; 
General  Jasper  N.  Reece,  Adjutant  General  of  the  State; 
Hon.  B.  D.  Monroe,  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the 
State;  Hon.  Clinton  L.  Conkling;  Hon.  George  N.  Black; 
Col.  Edward  S.  Johnson;  Major  Walter  Robbins;  Col. 
J.  S.  Culver,  the  rebuilder  of  the  monument;  Joseph  P. 
Lindley;  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Johnson;  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss; 
and  a  young  son  of  the  above  named  Joseph  P.  Lindley. 
Perhaps  one  or  two  others  were  present  whose  names 
are  not  now  remembered. 

Again  the  lead  casket  was  sealed  by  Leon  P.  Hopkins 
and  his  assistant,  Charles  L.  Willey,  as  it  had  been  in 
1871,  and  taken  to  the  north  room  of  the  tomb.  An  ex- 
cavation was  made  six  feet  from  the  north  wall,  twelve 
feet  below  the  floor.  The  bottom  of  the  pit  was  filled 
with  two  feet  of  concrete.  Upon  this  was  placed  a  steel 
cage.  The  coffin,  rough  box  and  all  were  then  deposited 
within  the  steel  frame  and  a  steel  cover  was  then  rivited 
thereon.  Liquid  cement  was  next  poured  over  the  steel 
caged  box  filling  all  the  vacant  space  and  masonry  was 
built  to  the  top  of  the  ground.  Next,  a  few  inches  of 
soil  was  placed  over  it,  leaving  a  four  foot  space  between 
the  concrete  and  the  floor.  So  today,  the  body  is  enclosed 
in  tons  of  iron,  stone  and  cement  ten  feet  below  the 
floor  and  six  feet  south  of  the  north  inside  wall.  (See 
Lincoln  Lores,  Numbers  1502  (April,  1963)  and  1503 
(May,  1963)  for  story,  "Postscript  To  The  Life  Maga- 
zine Article,  'What  Happened  To  Lincoln's  Body.'  " 

Editor's  Note:  It  was  not  necessai-y  to  move  Mr.  Lincoln's  body  in 
the  1931  reconstruction  of  the  Lincoln  tomb. 

The   Gothic   Chairs  In 
Lincoln's   Cabinet   Room 

Editor's  Note:  In  my  research  for  this  short  article,  I  wish  to  acknowl- 
edgre  the  help  of  Bert  Sheldon  of  Washington,  D.C.,  who  was  successful 
in  securinK  the  assistance  of  Elmer  S.  Atkins,  Assistant  Director  of 
White  House  Liaison,  of  the  National  Park  Service.  In  the  writing  of 
this    sketch,    I    relied    heavily    upon    the    Meeks    invoice    discovered    by 


Mar"aret  Brown  Klapthor.  Assistant  Curator  of  Political  History  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution's  Museum  of  History  and  'Technology,  and 
the  research  of  Robert  Marshall,  Curator  of  the  National  Capital 
Pai-ks,  National  Park  Service  of  Washington,  D.C. 

R.  G.  M. 

In  the  painting  by  Francis  H.  Carpenter  (later  en- 
graved by  A.  H.  Ritchie)  entitled  "The  First  Reading  Of 
The  Emancipation  Proclamation  Before  The  Cabinet," 
considerable  emphasis  was  given  by  the  artist  to  the 
chairs  in  the  Lincoln  cabinet  room.  The  same  emphasis 
has  also  been  noted  in  various  contemporary  photographs 
and  sketches  of  the  Lincoln  cabinet  room,  particularly 
an  1864  drawing  by  C.  K.  Stellwagon  which  illustrates 
all  twelve  of  the  cabinet  chairs. 

Many  people  have  erroneously  assumed  that  these 
Gothic  Revival  styled  chairs,  attributed  to  J.  and  J.  W. 
Meeks,  New  York  City  cabinetmakers,  were  purchased 
during  the  Lincoln  administration.  The  Meeks  chairs 
have  also  been  confused  with  the  Gothic  chairs  made 
by  A.  &  F.  Roux  in  1848.    (See  advertisement  in  July, 

1967,  issue  of  Antiques  Magazine.)  For  further  infor- 
mation, see  an  article  in  Antiques  Magazine,  February, 

1968,  entitled  "Alexander  Roux  and  his  Plain  and  Artistic 
Furniture,"  pages  210-218. 

The  Meeks  firm  (1797-1868)  delivered  to  the  White 
House,  during  the  James  K.  Polk  administration,  twelve 
black  walnut  Gothic  chairs  as  recorded  in  the  Records 
of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States,  Gen- 
eral Treasury  Account  (National  Archives)  (No.  96) 
137,  voucher  No.  45,  dated  October  26,  1846  and  January 
9,  1847.  This  invoice  was  discovered  by  Margaret  Brown 
Klapthor.    The  invoice  follows: 

(dollars) 

Chairs  96. 

(Not  the  Lincoln  cabinet  chairs) 

12  boxes  for  do  4. 

1847  Jan.  9  —  12  BW  Gothic  Chairs  96. 

12  boxes  do 4. 

10 
200. 
One  of  the  remaining  "Lincoln  Cabinet"  side  chairs  in 
the  White  House  has  been  described  by  V.  Craig,  Museum 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
The  Ritchie  engraving  of  the  Carpenter  painting,  "The  First  Reading  Of  The  Emancipation  Proclamation  Before  The 
Cabinet,"  reveals,  in  whole  or  in  part,  five  of  the  black  walnut  Gothic  Revival  style  chairs  which  were  purchased  by  the 
government  in  1847  and  were  utilized  as  cabinet  chairs  in  the  1860's. 
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As  soon  as  I  heard  that  Mary  Stauder,  78  years  old,  claimed  to  have  seen 
Abraham  Lincoln,  I  had  to  meet  her. 

Not  that  she  says  Lincoln  was  alive  when  she  saw  him.  She  didn't  speak 
with  him  or  anything.  She  says  she  saw  his  body  in  its  casket. 

She  realizes  it  is  a  far-fetched  story,  but  swears  it  is  true.  Still,  I  was 
feeling  skeptical  when  I  pulled  up  in  front  of  Alice's  restaurant  in  Nokomis, 
where  we  had  agreed  to  meet. 

In  the  early  1930s,  Mary  attended  a  country  school  in  Montgomery  County. 
Her  teacher  (and  everyone  else's)  was  Letitia  Betty  Kilton.  Mrs.  Kilton's 
husband,  Darrel,  was  a  bigwig  in  those  parts.  He  had  some  connections  at 
the  state  and  arranged  for  his  wife's  students  to  come  to  Lincoln's  Tomb  to 
view  the  body. 

"They  said  they  were  going  to  move  Lincoln,"  Mary  says.  "They  had  to 
move  him  for  some  maintenance.  There  was  no  publicity,  because  they 
didn't  want  to  draw  a  crowd." 

Gov.  Louis  Emmerson  had  appropriated  $175,000  for  renovation  of  the 
tomb,  and  the  work  was  completed  in  1931.  President  Herbert  Hoover 
came  for  the  rededication. 

So,  Mary  says,  the  students  went  to  the  tomb  and  a  guard  let  them  in. 
There,  in  his  casket,  was  Lincoln.  This  is  how  Mary  describes  it: 

"I  remember  the  top  half  of  the  casket  was  some  kind  of  glass,  and  we 
could  see  the  top  half  of  Lincoln.  What  floored  me  was  that  his  hair  was 
white  and  down  to  here  (she  gestures  to  the  tops  of  her  shoulders).  It  was 
white  as  snow.  But  I  could  tell  it  was  him.  Other  than  his  white  hair,  he 
looked  just  like  he  should  have.  We  only  got  to  stay  for  about  five 
minutes." 

The  memory  is  very  clear  for  her,  but  she  stopped  telling  the  story  when 
nobody  believed  her. 

"I  called  your  paper  about  10  years  ago,"  she  says,  "and  told  them  I  saw 
Lincoln.  The  woman  who  answered  the  phone  asked  if  I  had  some  mental 
problems." 

She  doesn't.  Mary  and  her  husband,  Marvin,  have  been  married  for  56 
years.  He  says  she  waited  until  after  they  were  married  to  tell  him  about 
seeing  Lincoln.  Not  taking  any  chances,  apparently. 

Marvin  believes  her  story,  and  he  is  not  alone. 
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"We  were  having  a  roundtable  discussion  at  the  restaurant  a  few  months 
ago,"  Marvin  says,  "and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  possible." 

Enter  Tom  Schwartz,  state  historian.  Tom  says  Mary  did  see  something  on 
display  at  the  tomb,  because  he  has  heard  virtually  the  same  story  from 
others.  But,  he  says,  there  is  no  way  it  was  Abe. 

Tom  explains  that,  in  1901 ,  Lincoln  was  disinterred  and  his  body  observed 
for  what  was  to  be  the  final  time  to  confirm  that  the  body  was  actually 
there  and  had  not  been  stolen. 

In  the  1950s,  Henry  McVeigh  was  interviewed  in  the  Illinois  State  Journal. 
McVeigh  worked  on  the  re-burial  crew  in  1901  and  claimed  to  have  been 
the  last  living  person  to  have  seen  Lincoln's  face.  He  and  two  other 
workmen  poured  the  concrete  over  the  casket. 

Abe's  son,  Robert  Todd,  was  consulted  as  to  how  he  wanted  his  father  re- 
buried.  Robert's  instructions  were  to  pour  concrete  atop  the  vault  and 
reinforce  it  with  steel  so  that  nobody  could  ever  steal  or  otherwise  disturb 
his  father's  body. 

So,  Tom  says,  in  the  1930s  someone  would  have  had  to  drill  through  about 
10  feet  of  concrete  to  get  to  Lincoln.  Anything  like  that  would  have  been 
documented.  No  documentation  exists. 

Tom  thinks  Mary  and  the  others  saw  a  wax  figure  representing  what 
Lincoln's  body  might  have  looked  like  as  an  elderly  man.  Hence  the  white 
hair  and  beard. 

However,  witnesses  who  saw  Lincoln's  body  in  1901  did  report  that  a  white 
mold  had  grown  over  Lincoln's  head. 

"When  I  first  arrived  here  in  1985,"  Tom  says,  "I  kept  hearing  from  people 
who  said  they  remembered  seeing  Lincoln  in  a  casket  when  they  were  kids. 
I  think  it  might  have  been  a  wax  figure  that  toured  the  country.  I  have  seen 
ads  of  such  things  back  then.  Perhaps,  being  young,  they  confused  that 
with  Lincoln's  real  remains." 

I  called  the  Stauders  to  let  them  know  what  Tom  said.  I  told  Marvin,  Marvin 
told  Mary  and  Mary  told  Marvin  to  tell  me  that  no  matter  what  any 
historian  says,  she  thinks  she  saw  Lincoln's  body  and  not  a  wax  replica. 

In  her  favor  -  her  memory,  the  1930s  renovation  project,  the  white  mold 
on  Lincoln's  head.  Against  her  -  the  generally  accepted  history  that 
Lincoln's  body  has  not  been  unearthed  since  1901,  no  documentation 
otherwise,  and  no  portion  of  the  coffin  was  glass. 

Take  your  choice  and  place  your  bets. 

Everybody  has  a  story.  The  problem  is  that  some  of  them  are  boring.  If 
yours  is  not,  contact  Dave  Bakke  at  788-1541  or  dave.bakke@sj-r.com. 
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